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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
FOR  1913. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rhondda  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
twelfth  annual  report  upon  the  sanitary  condition  and 
vital  statistics  of  tbe  Rhondda  Urban  District  during 
the  year  1913. 

The  general  (crude)  death-rate  from  all  causes  in 
1913,  necessary  allowance  being  made  for  the  transference 
of  deaths  to  their  respective  districts,  amounted  to  14.6 
per  1,000  of  the  living  population.  This  rate,  with  the 
exception  of  that  for  the  previous  year, — 13.8  per  1,000, — 
is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  the  Rhondda  and  is  2.2 
below  the  average  rate  for  the  ten  previous  years.  In 
certain  respects  the  year  under  review  was  still  less 
favourable  as  compared  with  the  previous  year;  especially 
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in  that  the  marked  reduction  in  the  infantile  mortality- 
rate  which  I was  able  to  record  for  1912  was  not  main- 
tained during-  1913,  owing  doubtless  to  the  nature  of  the 
meteorological  conditions  which  prevailed  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  of  the  latter  year  and  which  were 
very  inimical  to  the  preservation  of  infant  life.  The 
infantile  mortality  rates  were  127  and  139  per  1,000 
births  for  the  two  years  respectively,  but  it  is  worthy  of 
notice  that  the  139  of  the  year  1913  is  24  below  the 
average  rate  for  the  previous  decennium. 

The  statistics  dealing  with  the  various  diseases  or 
groups  of  diseases  are  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  the 
report,  but  I venture  at  this  stage  to  draw  attention  to 
subjects  whose  importance  or  urgency  call  for  special 
notice  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

(1)  The  early  extension  of  the  Council’s  filtering  and 
other  arrangements  at  their  Waterworks  so  as  to  com- 
plete the  adoption  of  all  the  measures  desirable  or  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  consumers  of  water  drawn 
from  Llynfawr  Reservoir. 

(2)  The  exercise  of  every  possible  expedition  in 
utilising  the  powers  possessed  by  the  Council  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act, 
1909,  to  execute  the  works  necessary  to  render  in  all 
respects  fit  for  habitation  a large  number  of  the  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  district  which  come  within  the  scope  of 
that  Act,  which  at  present  fall  short  of  the  Council’s 
requirements,  and  which  have  not  received  the  necessary 
attention  from  the  landlords. 

(3)  The  extension  of  the  provisions  now  being  made 
for  the  destruction  of  the  house  refuse  of  some  portions 
of  the  district  so  as  to  embrace  other  areas,  where  the 
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conditions  consequent  upon  the  accumulations  of  house 
and  other  refuse  are  becoming  more  and  more  intolerable. 

(4)  The  consideration  of  the  erection  of  municipal 
slaughterhouses  in  accordance  with  the  powers  which 
were  conferred  upon  the  Council  by  their  Act  of  1910 
and  which  became  operative  in  1913. 

(5)  The  full  utilisation  of  the  powers  vested  in  the 
Council  with  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the  prevalence  of 
tuberculous  diseases. 

(6)  The  application  of  provisions  contained  in  the 
Public  Health  Acts  in  that  behalf  as  well  as  in  the 
Council’s  private  Acts  to  the  control  of  the  milk  supply 
of  the  district,  with  special  reference  to  its  influence  on 
the  spread  of  infectious  diseases. 


I am 


Yours  faithfully, 


The  Council  Offices, 
Rhondda. 
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TOPOGRAPHY 


The  district,  with  an  area  of  23,885  acres,  is  about  12 
miles  long  by  about  4J  miles  across  at  its  widest  part.  It 
is  irregularly  oval  in  shape,  its  greatest  width  lying 
between  a point  close  to  the  junction  of  Mountain  Ash, 
Aberdare,  and  Rhondda  Urban  Districts  at  Blaenllechau, 
and  a point  south-west  of  Grelli  on  the  boundary  between 
the  Rhondda  and  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  Urban  Districts. 
The  district  as  a whole  consists  of  two  narrow,  tortuous 
valleys,  which  gradually  approach  each  other  in  their 
course  southwards,  and  join  at  Porth,  and  thence  the 
single  valley  so  formed  runs  a short  course  before  merging 
into  the  upper  end  of  the  Pontypridd  Urban  District  at 
Trehafod.  The  two  valleys,  running  at  first  at  some  dis- 
tance from  each  other,  together  with  the  single  valley 
formed  by  the  junction  of  the  other  two,  are  so  arranged 
that  they  resemble  an  irregularly-shaped  Y.  The  stem  of 
the  Y is  formed  by  the  portion  of  the  district  extending 
from  Trehafod  to  Porth  and  is  over  a mile  long.  The 
limbs,,  of  unequal  length,  are  formed  by  the  Rhondda 
Fawr  Valley,  which  is  about  9^  miles  long,  and  by  the 
Rhondda  Each  Valley,  which  is  of  a length  barely  6^ 
miles.  Both  the  valleys  at  their  upper  extremities  end 
blindly,  or  form  cul-de-sacs  ; their  lateral  boundaries  are 
formed  by  steep  hills,  which  vary  in  height  from  about 
560  feet  on  either  side  of  Trehafod,  to  1,340  feet  on  the 
north-east  of  Maerdy,  and  1,742  feet  on  the  south-west 
of  Treherbert.  The  Rhondda  Fawr  and  the  Rhondda 
Fach  Valleys  are  separated  by  a steep  bridge — Cefn 
Rhondda — which  rises  from  a point  600  feet  just  above 
Porth  to  an  elevation  of  1,692  feet  near  the  upper 
extremity  of  the  district.  The  Rhondda  River — formed 
at  Porth  by  the  junction  of  Rhondda  Fach  and  Rhondda 
Fawr  Rivers — is  240  feet  above  sea-level  at  the  lowest 
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point  in  the  district,  at  Trehafod,  while  the  Rhondda 
Fawr  River  attains  an  elevation  of  720  feet  at  Blaen- 
rhondda  and  the  Rhondda  Each  River  the  still  greater 
elevation  of  920  feet  at  Maerdy.  The  highest  point  in  the 
district  is  Carn  Moesau,  which  is  1,950  feet  high,  and  is 
situated  at  the  upper  end. 

The  valleys  are  very  narrow,  and  allow  in  many  places 
only  sufficient  space  for  river,  road,  and  railway. 
Although  the  district  is  a large  one,  the  area  actually 
built  upon  is  comparatively  small,  for  the  most  suitable 
and  convenient  building  ground  is  situated  in  more  or 
less  close  proximity  to  the  river.  Here  and  there,  how- 
ever— as  at  Treorchy  and  Ton — the  valleys  open  out  a 
little,  and  it  is  mainly  at  these  expansions  that  consider- 
able numbers  of  houses  have  been  erected.  Leading  out 
of  the  main  valleys  are  a few  side  valleys,  of  which 
Cwmparc,  Clydach  Yale,  and  Cymmer  are  the  most  im- 
portant. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  connection  with  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  district,  the  fact  disclosed  in  the  course  of 
the  year  1910  by  a re-levelling  of  176  bench-marks 
throughout  the  urban  area  by  the  Ordnance  Survey 
Department,  Southampton.  The  levels  so  obtained,  when 
compared  with  those  taken  in  the  year  1898,  or  only  12 
years  previously,  served  to  show  that  the  whole  district 
had  sunk  in  many  localities  over  five  feet  during  that 
period,  the  maximum  difference  recorded  being  7.95  feet 
in  Llwynypia.  It  is  very  noticeable  that  the  subsidence 
has  taken  place  very  irregularly,  the  extent  of  the 
deviation  from  the  1898  records  being  often  very  unequal 
at  adjacent  bench-marks.  Such  irregular  subsidence  has 
an  important  bearing  upon  the  stability  and  state  of 
repair  of  all  the  buildings  in  the  district  as  well  as  upon 
the  maintenance  of  the  continuity  of  all  pipes  such  as 
sewers,  drains,  and  w'ater  mains. 
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The  prosperity  of  the  district  is  entirely  dependent 
upon  its  coal,  which  in  its  steam-raising  properties,  is 
reputed  to  he  inferior  to  none. 

The  coal-hearing  strata  are  overlain  by  Pennant  Sand- 
stone, of  which  the  large  majority  of  the  houses  in  the 
district  are  huilt.  Scattered  over  the  district  are  small 
areas  of  clay  underlying  peat,  the  latter  being  sufficiently 
abundant  in  some  portions  of  the  district  to  affect  the 
colour  and  taste  of  the  water.  At  the  few  expanded 
portions  of  the  valleys  the  rivers  are  hounded  by  meadows 
whose  soil  is  alluvial  in  character. 


F or  administrative  purposes  the  whole  of  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District  is  divided  into  ten  wards,  the  first  com- 
prising Treherbert  at  the  upper  end  of  Rhondda  Fawr  or 
the  larger  valley  and  the  tenth  including  Ferndale  and 
Maerdy  at  the  corresponding  end  of  Rhondda  Fach  or 
the  lesser  valley. 


The  respective  wards  comprise  the  undermentioned 
localities : — 


Ward  1. 

Ward  2. 
Ward  3. 
Ward  4. 
Ward  5. 
Ward  6. 
Ward  7. 

Ward  8. 
Ward  9. 


Ward  TO. 


Fernhill,  Blaenrhondda,  Blaenycwm, 
Tynewydd,  Treherbert. 

Cwmparc,  Treorchy. 

Pentre,  Ton. 

Gelli,  Ystrad. 

Llwynypia,  Clydach  Yale. 

Tonypandy,  Trealaw. 

Penygraig,  Williamstown,  Edmundstown, , 
Dinas. 

Cymmer,  Porth,  Hafod. 

Mount  Pleasant,  Tynewydd,  Ynyshir, 
Wattstown,  Pontygwaith,  Stanleytown, 
Tylorstown. 

Ferndale,  Blaenllechau,  Maerdy. 


POPULATION. 


1911  (Census) 

1913  (Registrar -General’s  Estimate)  . . . 


152,781 

162,137 


The  increase  during  the  last  intercensal  period  (1901- 
1911)  amounted  to  39,063  persons,  equivalent  to  an  addi- 
tion of  34.3  per  cent,  to  the  population  during  that 
period ; the  corresponding  rate  of  increase  for  the  whole 
country  was  only  10.9,  which  is  the  lowest  on  record. 
The  Rhondda  rates  for  the  two  preceding  intercensal 
periods  were  58.8  and  28.7  per  cent.,  the  corresponding 
absolute  additions  to  the  population  being  32.719,  and 
25,384  persons,  so  thakthe  increase  during  the  last  inter- 
censal period  was  absolutely  though  not  relatively  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  district.  The  number  of 
families  during  the  same  interval  increased  from  21,619 
to  29,428,  the  difference  amounting  to  7,809,  or  almost 
exactly  one-fifth  of  the  increase  in  the  total  number  of 
persons.  The  average  number  of  persons  to  each  “ private 
family  ” was  5.16  in  the  Rhondda  as  compared  with  4.4 
for  the  country  as  a whole.  On  the  other  hand,  the  per- 
centage of  population  in  private  families  living  more 
than  two  in  a room  was  5.6  in  the  Rhondda,  as  compared 
with  4.8,  5.4,  5.9,  10.5,  and  10.7  at  Cardiff,  Newport, 
Aberdare,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  and  Swansea  respectively. 

The  great  preponderance  in  the  population  of  males 
over  females  which  marked  the  figures  relating  to  the 
1901  Census  also  characterised  the  statistics  of  the  1911 
enumeration,  the  excess  on  the  latter  occasion  amounting 
to  13,637  males  for  the  whole  of  the  Rhondda.  This 
difference  is  equivalent  to  the  proportion  of  1,000  males 
to  836  females  or  of  1,000  females  to  1,196  males,  this 
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ratio  being  in  marked  contrast  to  the  1,068  females  to 
1,000  males  found  to  exist  throughout  the  country  taken 
as  a whole.  It  may  be  added  that  the  ease  with  which 
work  is  obtained  and  the  relatively  good  wages  paid  at 
the  collieries  draw  many  male  workers  from  the  sur- 
rounding agricultural  counties,  and  many  of  the  men 
thus  attracted  leave  their  families  in  the  country  for  pro- 
longed periods  or  even  permanently,  partly  for  economical 
reasons  and  partly  from  the  relative  scarcity  of  suitable 
houses. 

The  number  of  towns  in  England  and  Wales  with 
populations  of  50,000  or  over  and  classed  statistically  as 
the  “great  towns  ” was  ascertained  at  the  last  Census  in 
1911  to  have  reached  97,  among  which  the  Rhondda 
occupies  the  21st  position. 

The  estimated  ward  populations  now  range  from 
12,223  in  the  case  of  Ward  7 to  24,529  in  the  case  of 
Ward  9.  (See  Appendix,  Table  5). 

The  preponderance  of  coal  and  shale  mining  in  the 
industrial  activities  of  the  district  is  well  shown  in  Table 
la,  which  has  been  compiled  from  some  of  the  detailed 
census  returns  recently  received  from  the  Registrar- 
General.  Reference  to  the  table  shows  that  no  fewer 
than  41,145  males  over  10  years  of  age  were  at  the  time 
of  the  1911  census  engaged  in  coal  and  shale  mining ; 
this  number  constitutes  65  per  cent,  of  all  males  over 
ten,  74  per  cent,  of  all  occupied  males  over  ten,  and  27 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  of  the  district. 

The  proportion  of  insured  persons  among  the  male 
population  is  exceptionally  high,  medical  attendance  upon 
the  families  of  insured  persons  engaged  at  the  collieries 
being  generally  secured  by  contract  on  the  poundage 
system,  a fixed  amount  being  paid  for  every  pound  earned 
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irrespective  of  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  medical 
service  rendered. 

Hospital  accommodation  in  the  district  is  limited  to 
the  Porth  Cottage  Hospital  (general),  which  is  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions  and  which  has  provision  for 
the  reception  of  24  patients ; the  poor-law  infirmary  at 
the  Homes,  Llwynypia,  with  accommodation  for  162 
patients,  56  beds  being  reserved  for  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis ; and  the  local  Sanitary  Authority’s 
two  hospitals  for  infectious  diseases,  with  accommodation 
for  90  and  20  (small-pox)  cases  respectively.  Much 
advantage  is  taken  by  the  persons  living  in  the  urban 
district  of  the  gratuitous  services  rendered  at  the  volun- 
tary general  hospitals  in  neighbouring  towns  such  as 
Cardiff  and  Swansea. 


BIRTHS. 


Number  of  Births  ... 
Birth-rate  in  Rhondda 
Birth-rate  in  96  Great  Towns... 
Birth-rate  in  England  & Wales 


Average  for 
Ten  Years 

1913. 

1903-1912. 

5,505 

5,139 

34.0 

37.0 

25.1 

27.0 

23.9 

26.3 

During  the  year  1913,  5,479  births  were  registered 
as  having  occurred  within  the  Rhondda  Urban  District, 
and  26  births  were  registered  outside  the  district  which 
properly  belong  to  the  Rhondda,  so  that  the  total  number 
of  Rhondda  births  for  the  year  amounted  to  5,505.  This 
total  exceeds  that  for  the  previous  year  by  269,  and 
whereas  the  birth-rate  in  the  Rhondda  was  33.1  per  1,000 
of  the  population  in  1912,  it  amounted  to  34.0  per  1,000 
in  1913,  an  increase  of  0.9  per  1,000  having  occurred. 
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Reference  to  Table  3 in  the  Appendix  will  show  that 
this  rate  is  the  second  lowest  recorded  during  the  last  21 
years,  the  lowest  having  been  33.1  per  1,000  in  1912. 
The  birth-rate  recorded  for  1913  is  also  less  than  the 
average  of  the  birth-irates  for  the  previous  ten  years  by 
3.0  per  1,000.  Although  the  birth-rate  for  the  Rhondda 
is  still  much  higher  than  that  for  the  country  as  a whole, 
a study  of  Table  3 leads  one  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
birth-rate  for  the  Rhondda  is  still  steadily  declining. 

The  “ natural  increase,”  or  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  in  1913  amounted  to  3,145,  and  is  greater  than 
the  corresponding  figure  for  1912  by  91. 

The  numbers  of  births  in  the  four  successive  quarters 
of  the  year  were  1,312,  1,322,  1,386,  and  1,459. 

In  addition,  26  births  occurred  outside  the  district  of 
children  whose  parents  ordinarily  reside  within  the  dis- 
trict, and  it  is  impossible  to  allocate  these  to  their  respec- 
tive quarters  of  the  year,  as  we  have  no  information  con- 
cerning the  dates  of  birth. 

As  a general  rule,  it  is  found  that  the  births  of  males 
are  in  excess  of  females,  and  this  was  experienced  in 
1913,  2,793  of  the  former  having  occurred  as  compared 
with  2,712  of  the  latter. 


ILLEGITIMACY. 

During  the  year  1913,  there  were  registered  147 
illegitimate  births  belonging  to  the  district,  the  numbers 
for  the  five  preceding  years  having  been  119,  130,  121, 
136,  and  160. 

The  number  recorded  in  1913  is  equivalent  to  a rate 
of  0.9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  or  27  per  1,000  births, 
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the  latter  rate  being  lower  by  4 than  that  for  the  previous 
year. 

The  increase  indicated  by  the  figures  for  1912  and 
1913  is  more  apparent  than  real,  as  a number  of  trans- 
ferred illegitimate  births  (23  out  of  a total  of  26)  which 
would  not  have  figured  in  the  statistical  records  of  former 
years  are  in  the  totals  for  these  years.  Had  similar 
means  been  adopted  on  previous  occasions,  the  illegitimacy 
rates  would  have  been  considerably  higher,  and  would 
probably  equal,  if  not  exceed,  those  pertaining  to  the 
years  now  under  consideration. 

The  rates  above  given  as  belonging  to  the  Rhondda 
are  lower  than  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  were  respectively  1.0  and  43.0  in  1912,  the 
latest  year  for  which  the  figures  are  available. 

A much  fairer  way,  however,  of  calculating  the 
illegitimate  birth-rate  is  to  base  the  calculation  on  the 
proportion  of  unmarried  and  widowed  women  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  45  to  the  total  population. 

In  this  district,  this  ratio  was  7.7  per  cent,  at  the 
census  of  1911,  and  assuming  the  same  ratio  still  to  exist, 
the  number  of  unmarried  and  widowed  women  of  con- 
ceptive  age  in  the  district  in  1913  amounted  to  12,484. 
On  this  basis  the  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  belong- 
ing to  the  district  was  11.7  per  1,000  of  such  women,  as 
compared  with  13.5  in  1912.  In  accordance  with  this 
method  a comparison  with  the  country  as  a whole  reflects 
unfavourably  upon  the  Rhondda,  for  the  rate  of  illegiti- 
mate births  per  1,000  of  unmarried  and  widowed  female 
population  throughout  England  and  Wales  was  7.9  for 
the  year  1912,  which  is  the  latest  year  for  which  this  rate 
for  the  whole  country  is  available. 
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The  infantile  mortality-rate  among  illegitimate  chil- 
dren is  invariably  found  to  be  higher  than  the  general 
infantile  mortality-rate,  and  the  figures  relating  to  1913 
are  strikingly  in  accordance  with  this  rule,  when  allow- 
ance is  made  for  the  transferred  deaths  as  well  as  births. 
The  attendant  circumstances  justify  the  conclusion  that 
not  fewer  than  4 of  the  12  transferred  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  were  of  illegitimate  children,  and 
the  total  of  40  deaths  among  these  children  thus  attained 
was  equivalent  to  an  infantile  mortality-rate  of  272  per 
1,000  of  the  illegitimate  births,  as  compared  with  the 
rate  of  13G  for  the  legitimate  alone. 


DEATHS. 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  in  Rhondda 


1913. 


2,360 


Average  for 
Ten  Years 

1903-1912. 


2,241 


14.6  16.2 


96  Great  Towns  ...  14.3  15.3 

England  & Wales...  13.7  14.9 


In  the  course  of  the  year,  2,277  deaths  were  regis- 
tered in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District.  The  number  2,360 
given  above  is  the  number  of  deaths  properly  belonging 
to  the  district.  To  obtain  it  the  number  of  deaths  of 
Rhondda  residents  which  occurred  outside  the  district  is 
added  to,  and  the  number  of  deaths  of  non-residents 
which  occurred  within  the  district  is  deducted  from,  the 
total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Rhondda. 

The  Health  Department  is  supplied  with  lists  of 
deaths  of  Rhondda  residents  occurring  outside  the  dis- 
trict by  the  Registrar-General  through  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  this  information  adds 
greatly  to  the  accuracy  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the  dis- 
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trict.  Of  the  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  outside 
the  district,  18  occurred  at  Cardiff  Infirmary,  23  at 
Bridgend  Asylum,  and  35  at  Pontypridd  Workhouse ; 34 
deaths  also  occurred  at  various  other  places  in  England 
and  Wales,  so  that  the  total  number  of  residents  who 
died  outside  the  district  was  110,  whereas  the  death  of 
27  persons  not  belonging  to  the  Rhondda  occurred  within 
its  limits. 

The  nett  number  of  deaths, — 2,360, — is  equivalent  to 
a death-rate  of  14.6  per  1,000  per  annum.  This  rate, 
which  was  equalled  in  1910,  is  the  second  lowest  in  the 
statistical  records  of  the  Rhondda,  the  lowest  (13.8  per 
1,000)  having  been  recorded  in  1912. 

The  rate  of  14.6  is  the  ‘‘crude”  death-rate  for  the 
district,  and  makes  no  allowance  for  the  inequalities  of 
age  and  sex  distribution  as  ascertained  by  the  census 
enumeration  to  exist  in  this  district,  as  compared  with 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  To  eliminate  the  fallacy 
thus  arising  and  to  provide  a fair  basis  for  comparative 
statistics,  the  Registrar-General  has  calculated  for  each 
district  a “ factor  for  correction,”  that  for  the  Rhondda 
obtainable  from  the  census  figures  of  1911  being  1.1005. 
The  product  of  this  figure  with  the  crude  death-rate  gives 
16.1  per  1,000  as  the  “ corrected  death-rate  ” for  the  dis- 
trict. 

An  examination  of  Table  9 in  the  Appendix  will  show 
that  the  Rhondda  occupies  the  47th  place  amongst  the 
96  Great  Towns  in  respect  of  its  death-rate,  that  is  to  say, 
46  of  the  96  Great  Towns  had  death-rates  lower  than  that 
of  the  Rhondda  in  1913. 

In  this  table  the  death-rate  given  for  the  Rhondda  is 
that  calculated  from  the  Registrar-GeneraTs  quarterly 
returns,  and  differs  from  the  true  death-rate  owing  to  the 
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fact  that  transfers  of  deaths  of  Rhondda  residents  in  other 
districts  have  not  been  included.  As  the  same  reservation 
applies  to  the  rates  for  other  towns,  the  table  is  fairly 
applicable  for  comparative  purposes. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  in  the  Rhondda  exceeds 
the  average  for  the  96  Great  Towns  and  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole  by  0.3  and  0.9  respectively.  The  causes 
of  death  which  contributed  most  largely  to  the  death- 
rate  of  the  district  were  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  pneu- 
monia (all  forms),  debility,  bronchitis,  heart  disease, 
phthisis,  violence,  and  cancer,  with  the  respective  totals 
of  312,  252,  249,  180,  169,  123,  100,  and  93.  (Table  III. 
in  the  Appendix). 

The  number  and  percentage  proportion  of  the  deaths 
divided  into  their  respective  age  groups  which  occurred 
in  the  Rhondda  during  the  year  are  as  follow : — 

766,  or  32  per  cent.,  under  1 year  of  age. 

166,  or  7 per  cent.,  over  1 and  under  2 years. 

165,  or  7 per  cent.,  over  2 and  under  5 years. 

102,  or  4 per  cent.,  over  5 and  under  15  years. 

105,  or  4 per  cent.,  over  15  and  under  25  years. 

318,  or  14  per  cent.,  over  25  and  under  45  years. 

417,  or  18  per  cent.,  over  45  and  under  65  years. 

321,  or  14  per  cent.,  over  65  years. 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

Of  the  2,277  deaths  which  were  registered  within  the 
Rhondda  Urban  District  during  the^  year,  2,091  were 
certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  the  District 
Coroner  held  inquests  on  170,  and  the  remaining  16  were 
uncertified  by  either  coroner  or  medical  attendant. 

The  respective  proportions  of  the  certified  deaths, 
inquest  cases,  and  uncertified  deaths  to  the  total  number 
of  deaths  were  91.8,  7.5,  and  .7  per  cent. 
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In  the  case  ol  the  uncertified  deaths  the  causes  of 
death  assigned  were  as  follow  : — 


Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  6 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  4 

Debility  and  Inanition  ...  ...  2 

Gastritis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Atelectasis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  • • ...  1 


ST1LL=B0RN  CHILDREN. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  William  Powell,  the  Clerk  to 
the  Burial  Board,  for  a record  of  the  number  of  still-born 
children  brought  to  the  three  cemeteries  for  burial  during 
the  years  1897-1913. 


No.  cf  Still-born 

No,  of 

Rate  per 

Average 

Children 

Births 

1,000 

for  8 year 

Tear. 

recorded. 

Registered. 

Births. 

periods. 

1897 

229 

4,109  ... 

55.7) 

1898 

210 

4,120 

50.9 

1899 

...  271 

4,089  ... 

66.3 

1900 

...  312  ... 

4,469 

69.6 

:>  64.5 

1901 

...  348  ... 

4,586  ... 

75.9 

1902 

...  333  ... 

4,937  ... 

67.5 

1903 

...  333  ... 

4,897  ... 

68.0 

1904 

301 

4,860  ... 

61.9 

1905 

...  367  ... 

4,664  ... 

78.7 

1906 

323 

4,751  ... 

67.9 

1907 

...  346  ... 

4,831  ... 

71.6 

1908 

1909 

...  354 

...  337  ... 

5,454  ... 

5,577 

64.9 

60.4 

} 63-1 

1910 

321 

5,628  ... 

57.0 

1911 

292 

5,491  ... 

53.2 

1912 

268 

5,236  ... 

51.2 

1913 

330 

5,505 

59-9 
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For  purposes  of  comparison  I also  append  a table 
giving  the  corresponding  figures  for  premature  births:  — 


Deaths  from 

No.  of 

Rate  per 

Ave  age 

Premature 

Births 

1,000 

for  year 

Year. 

Birth. 

Registered. 

Births. 

periods. 

1897 

72 

4,109  ... 

17.5 

1898 

53 

4,120  ... 

12.8 

1899 

56  ... 

4,089 

13.6 

1900 

66 

4,469 

14.7 

146 

1901 

74  ... 

4,586 

16.1 

1902 

53 

4,937 

10.7 

1903 

84  ... 

4,897 

17.1 

1904 

69 

4,860 

14.1 

1905 

62 

4,664 

13.3  > 

1906 

69 

4,751 

14.5 

1907 

68 

4,831  ... 

14.1 

1908 

88 

5,454 

16.1 

1909 

93 

5,577 

16.7 

> 16.2 

1910 

85  ... 

5,628 

15.1 

1911 

85  ... 

5,491 

15.5 

1912 

87  ... 

5,236 

16.6  , 

1913 

84 

5,505 

15-3 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  Average  for 

1913.  1903-1912. 

Rhondda  per  1,000  births  ...  139  163 

96  Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  117 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  109 

By  the  term  Infantile  Mortality  is  meant  the  pro- 
portion which  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  bears  to  the  number  of  births  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  who  suc- 
cumbed in  the  course  of'  1913  amounted  to  766,  which 
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total,  in  relation  to  the  number  of  births  (5,505),  caused 
an  infantile  mortality  of  139,  or  12  in  excess  of  the  rate 
for  the  previous  year.  The  absolute  number  of  deaths 
was  exactly  100  above  the  infant  fatalities  in  1912,  the 
births  being  also  in  excess  to  the  extent  of  269.  When 
a comparison  is  made  with  a longer  period,  the  figures 
relating  to  1913  are  not  so  unfavourable,  for  the  rate  of 
139  per  1,000  births  is  29  less  than  the  average  rate  for 
the  ten  previous  years,  although  it  shows  to  disadvantage 
as  compared  with  the  130,  137,  and  127  which  are  the 
rates  belonging  to  the  years  1909,  1910,  and  1912  respec- 
tively. The  general  improvement  within  recent  years  is 
still  more  noticeable  when  the  average  rate  for  the  last 
five  years  is  compared  with  that  for  the  previous  quin- 
quennium, the  difference  being  43  per  1,000  births  in 
favour  of  the  later  period.  The  failure  of  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  for  1913  to  fully  maintain  the  improve- 
ment which  characterised  that  pertaining  to  the  imme- 
diately preceding  year  was  doubtless  mainly  if  not  entirely 
attributable  to  the  relatively  excessive  amount  of  heat 
and  drought  which  were  experienced  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  of  the  year,  and  which  produced  conditions 
unfavourable  to  the  preservation  of  infant  life. 

The  influences  which  appear  to  be  most  actively 
operative  in  this  district  in  producing  diarrhoea!  diseases 
in  infants  were  dealt  with  in  some  detail  in  my  report 
for  the  previous  year,  and  it  seems  unnecessary  to  do  more 
than  refer  to  them  in  the  present  report.  The  measures 
adopted  to  combat  these  factors  and  their  ill-effects  have 
not  been  materially  changed  since  the  previous  report  was 
written.  The  six  health  visitors  engaged  in  this  impor- 
tant work  devote  a considerable  portion  of  their  time  in 
giving  advice  regarding  the  personal  care  (including 
feeding)  of  the  infants  and  domestic  sanitation,  while  the 
sanitary  inspectors  in  their  respective  districts  also  per- 
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form  important  duties  in  the  direction  of  improving  the 
housing  conditions  and  taking  the  necessary  steps  to 
render  the  surroundings  of  the  houses  more  wholesome 
and  unfavourable  to  the  development  of  conditions  which 
tend  to  promote  the  development  of  agents  known  to  he 
opposed  to  the  welfare  of  infant  life. 

In  the  subjoined  table  is  given  in  a concise  form  a 
summary  of  the  circumstances, — ante-natal,  natal,  and 
post-natal,— which  appear  to  have  been,  in  some  instances 
at  least,  causally  associated  with  the  fatal  results.  In 
the  main  the  figures  are  self-explanatory  and  serve  to 
indicate  the  directions  which  our  efforts  at  reduction 
should  take,  but  special  attention  may  be  drawn  to  a few 
of  them. 

In  316,  or  45  per  cent.,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths, 
the  health  visitors  had  no  opportunity  to  exercise  a 
corrective  influence  owing  to  the  death  of  the  child  before 
their  visit  to  the  house.  The  inquiry,  however,  not  in- 
frequently discloses  to  the  health  visitor  the  existence  of 
undesirable  influences  which  they  then  endeavour  to 
counteract  or  remedy  so  as  to  render  the  circumstances 
more  favourable  to  the  survival  of  later  children.  Infor- 
mation concerning  709  deaths  of  children  under  one  and 
of  262  still-births  was  obtained  throughout  the  year.  In 
the  case  of  the  former,  64,  or  9 per  cent.,  occurred  within 
24  hours  of  birth,  and  134,  or  19  per  cent.,  within  the 
first  week;  129,  or  18  per  cent.,  were  prematurely  born; 
207,  or  29  per  cent.,  were  insured;  275,  or  39  per  cent., 
were  ailing  from  birth  ; 293,  or  41  per  cent.,  were  entirely 
breast-fed ; 81,  or  11  per  cent.,  were  partly  breast-fed 
and  partly  artificially  fed ; 285,  or  40  per  cent.,  were 
artificially  fed,  and  50,  or  7 per  cent.,  were  reported  as 
having  been  incapable  of  being  fed  at  all.  In  214 
instances,  or  30  per  cent.,  similar  losses  of  infants  under 
one  had  previously  been  experienced.  A considerable 
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table  giving  in  detail  the  information  oboamed  by  the  six  Health  Visitors  concerning 
deaths  of  children  under  one  and  of  children  born  dead. 


Deaths  of  Children 
under  one. 

! Still  Births. 

Total 

.Per  Cent 

Total 

Per  Cent 

Number. 

of  Total 
Cases. 

Number. 

of  Total 
Cases. 

Sex  1 Male  ' * 

407 

57 

143 

55 ' 

\ Female 

302 

43 

119 

45 

f 0 to  12  hours 

54 

8 

12  to  24  ,, 

10 

1 

1 to  7 days 

70 

10 

1 to  4 weeks 

88 

12 

1 to  2 months 

63 

9 

2 to  3 „ 

66 

9 

Ages  at 
Death. 

3 to  4 „ 

4 to  5 ,, 

5 to  6 ,, 

63 

40 

43 

9 

6 

6 

6 to  7 ,, 

36 

5 

7 to  8 ,, 

48 

7 

8 to  9 ,, 

28 

4 

9 to  10  „ 

25 

4 

10  to  11  ,, 

31 

4 

[llto  12  „ 

44 

6 

Maturity 

( Mature 

580 

82 

162 

62 

} Premature  . . 

129 

18 

100 

38 

Insured 

207 

29 

Not  well  from  birth 

275 

39 

Previously  visited  by  Health  Visitor 

393 

55 

Separated  from  mother . . 

6 

1 

JBreast-fed  . . 

Partly  breast  and  partly 

293 

41 

otherwise 

81 

11 

Bottle-fed 

227 

32 

Spoon-fed 

58 

8 

Unfed 

50 

7 

Milk  | £ow®  . 

| Condensed 

118 

17 

209 

30 

Patent  Foods 

39 

6 

Abnormal  number  of  flies  in  bouse 

Insanitary  condition  of  house 

12 

2 

3 

1 

Overcrowding 

6 

1 

2 

1 

Previous  deaths 

I child  under  one  year  of  age 

122 

17 

40 

15 

2 children  ,,  ,,  ,, 

45 

6 

18 

7 

3 children  ,,  ,,  ,, 

16 

o 

7 

3 

4 i 

or  more  children  ,, 

31 

4 

10 

4 

Total  number  with  previous  deaths 

of  Infants  under  one 

214 

30 

75 

29 

Number  with  1 previous  still-birth 

44 

6 

27 

10 

> J 

,,  2 ,,  still-births 

7 

1 

20 

8 

>>  3 ,,  if 

6 

1 

9 

3 

,,  4 or  more  ,, 

5 

1 

20 

8 

Total  number  with  previous  still- 

births 

62 

9 

76 

29 

Abnormal  condition  of  mother 

52 

7 

85 

32 

Difficult  birth 

60 

8 

no 

42 

Illegitimate  . . 

SO 

4 

6 

2 

so 

proportion  of  the  mothers  also,— 9 per  cent., — had  on 
former  occasions  given  birth  to  still-born  children.  In 
only  52  instances  was  the  mother  reported  to  have  been 
in  an  abnormal  state  of  health  at  or  prior  to  the  birth, 
and  in  60,  or  8 per  cent.,  an  unusually  difficult  labour  was 
recorded. 

In  comparing  the  information  relating  to  the  262 
still-births  with  that  pertaining  to  the  children  born 
alive,  one  is  impressed  with  the  relative  predominance 
among  the  former  of  prematurity  at  birth,  previous 
occurrence  of  still-births,  abnormal  state  of  health  of  the 
mother,  and  difficult  labour. 

The  subjoined  table  serves  to  compare  the  statistics 
relating  to  the  naturally  fed  and  artificially  fed  infants 
with  reference  to  the  methods  of  feeding  and  the  kinds 


Children  who  survived. 

Children  who 
died. 

Totals. 

Per- 

centages. 

Totals, 

Percent- 

ages. 

Breast-fed  ... 

3,763 

85 

293 

41 

Partly  breast-fed 

351 

8 

81 

11 

Bottle-fed  ... 

305 

7 

227 

32 

Spoon-fed  ... 

7 

— 

58 

8 

Unfed 

... 

— 

— 

50 

7 

Bottle 

Boat-shaped.. 

359 

55 

59 

48 

Used 

Tube 

290 

44 

60 

49 

.Boat-shaped  and  tube 

9 

1 

3 

3 

Milk 

’Cow’s 

77 

12 

118 

36 

Used 

Condensed  ... 

529 

86 

209 

64 

Dried 

9 

2 

— 

— 

Patent  foods  used 

52 

— 

39 

— 
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of  food  used,  distinction  being  made  between  those  who 
survived  and  those  who  died  before  attaining  one  year 
of  age. 

An  analysis  of  the  table  serves  to  emphasise  the  im- 
portance of  breast-feeding  as  compared  with  artificial 
feeding ; thus  of  the  4,056  children  who  were  entirely 
breast-fed  only  293,  or  7 per  cent.,  died;  whereas  in  the 
case  of  the  532  who  were  bottle-fed  227,  or  43  per  cent., 
died. 

Table  showing  the  extent  to  which  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act,  1907,  has  been  complied  with  since  its  adoption  in 
1909. 


Births 

registered  with 
District 
Registrars. 

Births 
notified  to 
Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Percentage 
proportion 
of  latter 
to  foimer. 

1900(4) 

1,550 

1,546 

100 

Health 

1910 

3,079 

3,023 

98 

Visitors’ 

1911 

3,059 

3,144 

103 

District. 

1912 

— 

— 

— 

1913 

— 

— 

— 

1909(4) 

1,237 

1,050 

85 

Best  of 
Rhondda. 

1910 

2,549 

1,236 

48 

1911 

1912 

2,404 

1,670 

69 

1913 

— 

— 

— 

1909(4) 

2,787 

2,596 

93 

Whole  of 
Rhondda 

1910 

1911 

1912 

5,628 

5,463 

5,202 

4,259 

4,814 

4,898 

76 

88 

94 

1913 

5,479 

5,522 

101 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  was  adopted  by 
the  Council  and  came  into  force  on  the  28th  of  April, 
1909.  The  extent  to  which  its  requirements  are  complied 
with  has  very  much  improved  since  the  whole  district 
became  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  health  visitors,  the 
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number  of  notifications  received  during  1913  being 
actually  in  excess  of  the  number  of  births  registered  with 
the  local  registrars,  the  disparity  doubtless  arising  from 
the  greater  delay  in  registration  which  is  permissible. 
The  registrars  periodically  compare  the  notifications 
received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  their 
records  as  Registrars,  so  that  any  discrepancy  which  may 
exist  can  be  investigated  and  any  action  which  may  be 
called  for  can  be  taken. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

1913. 

Total  number  of  deaths  in  Rhondda 
from  Zymotic  Diseases  ...  ...  334 


Average  for 
Ten  Years 

1903-1912. 


357 


Zymotic  Death-rate  for  Rhondda  ...  2.1  2.6 


Under  the  term  “ Zymotic  Diseases  ” are  grouped  the 
following : — Small-pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  typhoid  and  other  continued  fevers,  and 
diarrhoea.  The  term  in  the  light  of  modern  knowledge 
has  become  a somewhat  unscientific  one,  and  statistics 
relating  to  the  group  of  zymotic  diseases  as  a collective 
whole  are  not  now  issued  by  the  Registrar-General  for 
comparison.  The  zymotic  death-rate,  however,  is  a useful 
index  of  the  success  or  failure  of  the  preventive  sanitary 
methods  in  a district,  provided  due  allowance  be  made 
for  exceptional  circumstances,  and  as  such  the  group  ha -5 
been  retained  in  this  report,  but  certain  of  the  compara- 
tive statistics  have  of  necessity  been  omitted.  • 

The  principal  cause  of  variation  in  the  zymotic  death- 
rate  of  the  Rhondda  is  the  fluctuation  in  the  prevalence 
of  diarrhoea-,  which  in  turn  depends  mainly  upon  the 
climatic  conditions  prevailing  during  the  summer  and 
autumn  months. 
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The  zymotic  death-rate  for  1913  in  the  Rhondda  was 
2.1  per  1,000,  this  rate  being  .5  per  1,000  lower  than  the 
average  of  the  similar  rates  for  the  ten  previous  years. 

A consideration  of  Table  12  in  the  Appendix,  subject 
to  a recognition  of  the  influence  of  exceptional  con- 
ditions, meteorological  or  other,  in  the  years  of  exces- 
sively high  or  low  zymotic  death-rates,  will  show  that  the 
general  tendency  has  been  towards  improvement. 

Wards  10,  9,  and  2,  with  zymotic  death-rates  of  1.3, 
1.7,  and  1.8  per  1,000  respectively,  showed  the  lowest 
zymotic  death-rates  in  the  district,  and  Ward  6 the 
highest — 3.1  per  1,000  persons  living.  (Table  15). 


SMALL-POX 

No  case  of  small-pox  occurred  in  the  district  during 
the  year,  this  being  the  eighth  year  in  succession  for  the 
district  to  show  entire  freedom  from  this  disease,  if  the 
somewhat  equivocal  case  isolated  at  the  Penrhys  Hospital 
in  the  course  of  1912  be  excluded. 


MEASLES.  Average  for 

Ten  Years 

1913.  1903-1912. 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  57  73 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  ...  .35  .52 

,,  ,,  96  Great  Towns...  .34 

,,  „ England  & Wales  .28  .31 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease,  which 
had  been  127  and  144  in  1912  and  1911  respectively,  fell 
to  57  in  1913,  and  the  mortality  rate  for  1913  is  less  by 
,45  per  1,000  than  that  for  1912. 
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Although  measles  is  not  a notifiable  disease,  it 
accounted  for  a greater  number  of  deaths  than  any  of 
those  which  are  notifiable,  while  the  means  of  controlling 
it  possessed  by  the  Health  Department  are'  necessarily 
limited  and  practically  amount  to  the  closure  of,  or  ex- 
clusion of  certain  groups  of  children  from,  affected  schools. 

Owing  to  the  fact  ‘that  the  disease  is  very  highly 
infectious  before  its  most  distinctive  features  become 
recognised,  the  evidence  in  favour  of  compulsory  notifi- 
cation is  somewhat  equivocal,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  steps  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  conse- 
quent on  notification  would  help  to  impress  parents  with 
the  seriousness  of  the  disease  and  its  complications,  while 
early  and  reliable  information  as  to  its  first  appearance 
in  a district  would  enhance  the  value  of  prompt  preven- 
tive measures. 

As  regards  local  incidence,  it  will  be  seen  on  reference 
to  Table  14,  that  Ward  2 with  12  deaths,  and  Wards  6, 
7,  and  8 with  11  deaths  each,  were  most  affected,  whereas 
there  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease  in  Wards  1 and  10. 

Statistics  bearing  upon  measles  will  be  found  in 
Tables  12,  13,  14,  15,  and  III.  in  the  Appendix. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

1913.  1903-1912. 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  •••  939  662 

Number  of  deaths  ...  • ••  ...  22  17 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Hhondda  ...  .14  .13 

i9  „ 96  Great  Towns...  .07 

ff  „ England  & Wales  .06  .09 
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A slight  increase  has  again  to  be  recorded  in  the 
prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  district  during  1913  as 
compared  with  1912,  the  respective  total  numbers  of 
notifications  having  been  939  and  926, 

The  total  for  1913  is  greater  by  277  than  the  average 
of  the  totals  for  the  ten  previous  years.  The  mortality- 
rate, — .14  per  1,000, — likewise  shows  an  increase  of  .02 
per  1,000  over  that  for  1912,  and  is  greater  than  the 
average  of  the  ten  previous  years  by  .01. 

Twenty-two  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  this  being 
equivalent  to  a case  mortality  of  2.3  per  cent. 

The  rate  of  incidence  of  the  disease  among  the  popu- 
lation was  5.94  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  5.86  per 
1,000  in  1911  and  1912;  the  rates  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  for  Wales  were  3.51  and  4.52  respectively. 

During  the  year,  279  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were 
removed  to  hospital,  this  being  29.7  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
notified.  The  hospital  accommodation  available  was, 
however,  utilised  to  the  fullest  possible  extent  during  the 
year. 

There  was  considerable  variation  in  the  incidence  of 
the  disease  on  the  population  of  the  different  wards,  as 
shown  by  the  notification  returns  for  each  ward.  Wards 
2,  9,  and  10  suffered  most  with  147,  152,  and  176  cases 
respectively,  Ward  7 contributed  114  cases,  while  Ward 
6,  with  39  cases,  was  the  least  affected.  (See  Table  19). 

The  prevalence  was  most  marked  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year,  121,  114,  and  106  cases  being  notified 
in  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December 
respectively.  (Table  20).  While  this  prevalence  was  to 
some  extent  apparent  throughout  the  whole  area  it  was 
most  pronounced,  especially  during  October,  at  Treorchy, 
where  it  was  the  subject  of  a special  investigation,  A 
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consideration  of  the  facts  led  to  the  suspicion  that  the 
chief  centre  of  the  spread  of  the  disease  was  connected 
with  the  Treorchy  School,  and  individual  examinations 
of  387  children  were  carried  out  at  this  school,  with  the 
result  that  one  child  was  found  in  attendance  while  show- 
ing evidence  of  being  in  an  infectious  condition  from 
scarlet  fever.  The  child  was  at  once  excluded  and  inquiry 
at  the  home  disclosed  the  fact  that  another  and  younger 
child  had  suffered  from  a similar  attack  at  the  same  time, 
but  no  doctor  had  been  consulted.  There  was  strong 
reason  for  believing  that  the  parents  in  this  instance 
were  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  and  as  they 
also  ignored  the  warnings  given  to  them  subsequent  to 
the  discovery  of  the  circumstances  above  outlined  legal 
proceedings  were  immediately  taken  against  the  parents, 
with  the  result  that  a substantial  tine  was  imposed  at 
the  local  court.  After  the  exclusion  from  school  of  the 
child  above  referred  to,  there  was  a steady  and  progres- 
sive diminution  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  scarlet 
fever  received  from  Treorchy.  In  addition  to  the  special 
examination  conducted  at  the  school,  18  homes  were 
visited  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  reasons  for  the 
absence  from  school  during  the  preceding  six  weeks  of 
children  drawn  therefrom,  but  no  other  “ missed  ” cases 
of  scarlet  fever  were  discovered. 

The  ratio  borne  by  the  secondary  cases  to  the  total 
number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  19  per  cent., 
as  compared  with  24,  23,  25,  21,  23,  26,  21,  21,  22,  21, 
and  22  for  the  years  1902  to  1912  inclusive. 

In  accordance  with  the  figures  obtained  in  previous 
years,  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  in  scarlet 
fever  infected  houses  was  found  to  be  greater  than  that 
found  for  the  whole  district  in  the  census  enumeration 
of  1911,  the  respective  figures  being  6.7  and  5.8, 
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Statistics  bearing  upon  scarlet  fever  will  be  found  in 
Tables  12  to  17,  Tables  19  to  25,  and  Table  II.  in  the 
Appendix. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Average  for 
Ten  Years 

1913. 

1903-1912. 

Number  of 

cases 

306 

185 

Number  of  deaths  ... 

53 

25 

Death-rate 

per  1,000,  Rhondda 

. •)•) 

.19 

,,  96  Great  Towns... 

.13 

}} 

,,  England  & Wales 

.12 

.15 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  diphtheria  re- 
ceived during  the  year  was  the  largest  in  any  year  since 
1903,  and  amounted  to  306. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  there  occurred  53  deaths, 
equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  .33  per  1,000,  and  it  will 
be  noticed  from  the  table  given  above  that  the  number 
of  cases,  the  number  of  deaths,  and  the  death-rate  per 
1,000  compare  very  unfavourably  wfith  the  averages  of  the 
similar  figures  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

Similarly,  the  death-rate  for  the  Rhondda  is  consider- 
ably greater  than  that  for  the  96  Great  Towns,  and 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole;  while  the  case  mortality 
rate — 17.3  per  cent. — is  the  highest  recorded  since  1900. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year 
was  in  excess  of  the  number  in  1912  by  101,  and  Wards 
10,  9,  4,  and  8,  with  62,  62,  48,  and  41  cases  respectively, 
were  most  implicated.  Ward  2,  with  6 cases,  had  the 
cleanest  record. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  was  highest  in  the  month 
of  October,  with  38  notifications,  and  lowest  in  September^ 
which  had  a total  of  17, 
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As  regards  the  age  incidence  of  the  disease,  140,  or 
more  than  45  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  cases,  were 
aged  from  5 to  12  years,  the  period  of  greatest  incidence 
thus  practically  coinciding  with  the  usual  school  age. 

The  heaviest  fatalities  occurred  in  the  first,  second, 
and  third  years  of  life,  with  the  respective  case  mortalities 
of  50.0,  50.0,  and  45.2  per  cent.  (Table  29). 

As  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever,  the  average  number  of 
persons  per  house  in  diphtheria-infected  houses  exceeded 
the  average  number  for  all  the  houses  in  the  district,  as 
ascertained  by  the  census  enumeration  of  1911,  the  re- 
spective figures  being  6.3  and  5.8. 

The  percentage  of  secondary  to  the  total  number  of 
cases,  which  was  10.2  in  1912,  showed  a decided  fall,  the 
figure  for  1913  being  5.2,  and  it  will  be  noticed  from  the 
following  table,  that  with  the  exception  of  an  extra- 
ordinary rise  like  that  of  1912,  the  percentages  have  been 
steadily  declining  for  a number  of  years. 

The  greater  percentage  of  secondary  cases  which 
characterised  the  history  of  diphtheria  in  the  distrct  in 
the  course  of  the  previous  year  (1912)  led  to  the  sug- 
gestion in  the  report  for  that  year  that  this  characteristic 
denoted  a greater  infectivity  of  the  disease  and  might  be 
expected  to  lead  to  a greater  prevalence  “ during  the  next 
few  years.”  The  statistics  pertaining  to  this  disease  for 
the  year  now  under  review  unfortunately  lend  support  to 
this  forecast,  and  further  show  that  the  disease  has  not 
only  become  more  prevalent  but  also  more  virulent  in 
type,  the  proportion  of  the  fatalities  to  the  number  of 
cases  being  exceptionally  high. 

Table  showing  the  percentage  of  secondary  to  the  total 
number  of  cases  potified  since  1898: — * 
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Total 

Primary 

Proportion  of 
Secondary  Oases 

Year. 

Oases. 

Cases. 

to  Total. 

1898 

883 

629 

28.7 

per  cent. 

1899 

...  1,804 

...  1,288  ... 

28.6 

a 

1900 

...  1,102 

855 

22.4 

a 

1901 

...  1,128 

905  ... 

19.7 

)) 

1902 

757 

624 

16.2 

a 

1903 

327 

286  ... 

12.5 

if 

1904 

214 

196  ... 

8.4 

i i 

1905 

139 

124  ... 

10.8 

if 

1906 

194 

181  ... 

6.7 

if 

1907 

177 

164  ... 

7.3 

if 

1908 

185 

175  ... 

5.4 

if 

1909 

177 

173  ... 

2.3 

a 

1910 

106 

100 

5.7 

a 

1911 

126 

119  ... 

5.6 

a 

1912 

205 

184  ... 

10.2 

a 

1913 

306 

290 

5-2 

a 

For  further  statistics  relating  to  diphtheria,  see  Tables 
12  to  17,  26  to  32,  and  Tables  II.  and  III.  in  the 
Appendix. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Average  for 
Ten  Years 

. 1913. 

1903-1912. 

Number  of 

cases 

50 

158 

Number  of  deaths  ... 

13 

22 

Death-rate 

per  1,000,  Rhondda 

.08 

.16 

a 

,,  96  Great  Towns... 

.04 

a 

,,  England  & Wales 

.04 

.07 

During 

the  year  there  were  notified 

h0 

cases  of 

Typhoid  Fever  in  the  district  as  compared  with  71  in 
the  previous  year.  The  rate  of  incidence  of  the  disease 
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on  the  population  of  the  district  was  .32  per  1,000,  the 
rates  for  England,  Wales,  and  England  and  Wales  com- 
bined being  . 22,  .23,  and  .22  respectively. 

Thirteen  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  this  being  equivalent  to  a death-rate 
of  .08  per  1,000  of  the  living  population.  While  this 
death-rate  is  exactly  double  those  for  the  96  Great  Towns 
and  for  England  and  Wales,  it  is  less  by  one-half  than 
the  average  of  the  death-rates  for  the  previous  ten  years 
in  the  Rhondda.  Of  the  notified  cases,  39,  or  78  per 
cent.,  were  removed  to  the  Council’s  Hospital.  Wards  8 
and  5,  with  14  and  12  cases  respectively,  were  most 
affected,  while  in  Ward  6 no  case  of  typhoid  fever 
occurred  throughout  the  year. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  in  which 
typhoid  fever  occurred  was  found  to  be  7 .4,  as  com- 
pared with  5.8,  which  was  the  average  per  house  for  the 
whole  district  found  in  the  census  enumeration  of  1911. 

Eurther  statistics  relating  to  typhoid  fever  will  be 
found  in  Tables  12  to  17,  33  to  38,  and  II.  and  III.  in 
the  Appendix. 


f 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  and 
Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  these  diseases,  both  of  which  are  now 
compulsorily  notifiable,  were  notified  in  the  district 
throughout  the  year,  and  in  no  instance  throughout  the 
year  was  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
sought  concerning  a suspected  case  of  either  of  these  two 
diseases. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Average  for 
Ten  Years 


Number  of  Deaths  ... 
Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 


1913.  1903-1912. 
.15  43 


.09  .31 


j > 


96  Great  Towns..  .17 
England  & Wales  .14  .25 


As  far  as  can  he  judged  from  the  number  of  deaths 
from  whooping  cough  recorded  during  the  year,  there 
was  no  great  prevalence  of  this  disease  throughout  the 
district. 


No  deaths  from  whooping  cough  occurred  in  Wards  7, 
8 and  9. 


DIARRHOEA 


Average  for 
Ten  Years 


1913.  1903-1912. 

. 174  176 


Number  of  Deaths  ... 


Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  ...  1.07  1.27 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  174  deaths  were  ascribed 
to  diarrhoea,  this  being  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  1.07 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  number  of  deaths  ex- 
ceeds that  for  the  previous  year  by  135,  while  the  death- 
rate  is  higher  by  .82  than  that  for  1912. 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  the  number  of 
deaths  and  the  death-rate  per  1,000  in  1913  approximate 
very  closely  to  the  averages  of  the  similar  figures  for  the 
ten  previous  years,  and  an  explanation  of  the  markedly 
increased  death-rate  is  to  be  found  when  the  meteoro- 
logical conditions  of  the  summers  of  1912  and  1913  are 
compared 
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As  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  the  conditions 
favourable  to  the  development  of  diarrhoea!  diseases  are 
deficiency  of  rainfall  and  high  atmospheric  temperature, 
and  both  of  these  conditions  prevailed  in  the  summer  of 
1913,  which  was  in  marked  contrast  in  these  respects  to 
the  extremely  wet  and  cold  summer  of  1912. 


Diarrhoea  is  not  often  fatal  except  in  the  first  years 
of  life,  and,  to  a lesser  extent,  when  associated  with  the 
enfeeblement  of  old  age,  and  from  an  examination  of  the 
age  periods  at  which  fatal  cases  of  diarrhoea  occurred,  as 
shown  in  Table  III.,  it  will  be  seen  that  132  out  of  the 
total  of  174  occurred  in  the  first  year  of  life.  It  is  obvious, 
therefore,  that  attempts  to  secure  a lessening  of  diarrhoea 
mortality  must  be  directed  towards  the  protection  of  very 
young  children,  and  certain  measures  to  that  end  have 
been  tried  in  the  district  or  portions  of  the  district.  At 
present  most  reliance  is  being  placed  upon  the  ministra- 
tions of  the  six  health  visitors  now  in  the  service  of  the 
Council,  two  since  1909  and  the  remaining  four  since 
1912,  the  later  appointments  having  been  made  largely 
in  consequence  of  the  apparently  favourable  results  of  the 
efforts  of  the  two  first  appointed,  but  as  in  the  case  of  the 
reduction  of  infantile  mortality  from  other  causes  also, 
attention  will  have  to  be  given  to  this  problem  in  other 
directions  and  along  lines  not  hitherto  attempted  in  this 
district  in  order  to  secure  the  best  results  within  a 
reasonable  amount  of  time. 


Below  is  given  a table  showing  the  number  of  deaths 
from  diarrhoea  of  infants  under  one  and  the  resulting 
rates  in  Ystradyfodwg  and  in  the  rest  of  the  district: 
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Year. 

Sub-District. 

No.  of  Deaths 
of  Children 
No.  of  under  one 
Births,  from  Diarrhaea. 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Births. 

1901 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,599 

267 

74 

Rest  of  District 

...  987 

57 

58 

1902 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,880 

85 

22 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,057 

23 

22 

1903 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,789 

81 

23 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,108 

21 

19 

1904 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,819 

178 

46 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,041 

33 

31 

1905 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,687 

123 

33 

Rest  of  District 

...  977 

49 

50 

1906 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,824 

161 

34 

Rest  of  District 

...  927 

29 

31 

1907 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,854 

104 

27 

Rest  of  District 

...  981 

19 

19 

1908 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,343 

281 

65 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,111 

38 

34 

1909 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,405 

144 

33 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,172 

30 

26 

1910 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,381 

74 

17 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,247 

20 

16 

1911 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,277 

200 

47 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,214 

46 

38 

1912 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,114 

30 

7 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,122 

9 

8 

1913 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,358 

119 

' 27 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,121 

13 

12 

Note — No  cards  issued  in  1901. 

Cards  distributed  in  Ystradyfodwg  only  in  the 
years  1902-9  (8  years). 

Distribution  discontinued  from  the  30th  June, 

1909. 


34 


In  explanation  it  may  be  added  that  from  1909  to  the 
beginning  of  1912,  the  two  health  visitors  originally 
appointed  devoted  most  of  their  efforts  to  the  prevention 
of  mortality  from  diarrhoea  in  infants  in  a portion  of  the 
district,  and  the  value  of  their  work  was  fully  considered 
in  the  annual  report  for  1911. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER  Average  for 

1913.  1903-1912. 


Number  of  cases 

...  20 

18 

Number  of  deaths  ... 

...  13 

8 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 

...  .08 

.06 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  20  cases  of  puerperal  fever 
were  notified  and  resulted  in  13  deaths,  which  gave  a 
death-rate  of  .08  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This 
death-rate  is  greater  than  the  average  of  the  death-rates 
for  the  last  decennium  by  .02.  Comparing  the  average 
death-rate  of  the  last  decennium  with  that  of  the 
decennium  immediately  preceding,  we  find  that  the 
former  is  less  than  the  latter  by  .08,  the  respective  figures 
being  .06  and  .14.  (Table  42). 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  of 
Glamorgan  has  from  the  beginning  carried  out  the  neces- 
sary supervision  in  connection  with  cases  of  puerperal 
fever  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  which  is  the  super- 
vising authority  for  the  whole  of  the  Administrative 
County  of  Glamorgan. 

The  Health  Department  of  the  Rhondda  Council, 
however,  carries  out  certain  duties  under  the  Act,  espe- 
cially in  connection  with  the  disinfection  of  clothing, 
instruments,  and  persons,  of  midwives  in  attendance  on 
notified  cases  of  puerperal  fever. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


For  administrative  and  otFer  purposes  a broad  dis- 
tinction has  hitherto  been  drawn  between  the  pulmonary 
and  all  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

On  F ebruary  1st  of  the  year  under  review,  The  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  became  opera- 
tive, and  provide,  with  certain  exceptions  which  are 
specified  in  Article  XI Y.  of  the  Regulations,  for  the 
notification  of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  by:  — 

1 . Medical  Practitioners  ; 

2.  School  Medical  Inspectors  at  the  end  of  each  week; 

3.  Medical  Officers  of  Poor  Law  Institutions  and 
Sanatoria  at  the  end  of  each  week. 

The  issue  of  the  present  Order  has,  on  the  whole, 
simplified  the  procedure  followed  in  notifying  tuberculous 
cases,  and  the  number  of  forms  to  be  used  has  been 
reduced  from  seven  to  four.  Subject  to  this  extension  of 
compulsory  notification,  the  duties  of  Sanitary  Authorities 
have  not  been  seriously  altered. 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

1913.  1903-1912. 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  302 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  123  102 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  .76  .74 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  302  notifications  of  the 
pulmonary  form  of  tuberculosis  were  received,  and  123 
deaths  occurred,  giving  a death-rate  of  .7G  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

This  death-rate  is  greater  than  the  average  of  the 
death-rates  for  the  previous  ten  years  by  .02. 
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Wards  7,  8,  and  9,  with  17  deaths  in  each,  Ward  5, 
with  16  deaths,  and  Wards  1 and  6,  with  12  deaths, 
were  most  affected,  while  Ward  4,  with  2 deaths,  had 
the  cleanest  record. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  upon  the  various  classes 
of  the  community  is  shown  in  Tables  43  and  44  and  Table 
III.  in  the  Appendix. 


NON -PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

1913. 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  .31 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  since  February  1st.  There 
occurred  50  deaths,  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  .31  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  Ward  9,  with  11  deaths,  was 
most  seriously  affected.  Wards  7 and  8 contributed  8 
deaths  each,  one  death  occurred  in  Ward  4,  while  in 
Ward  3 no  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  form  of  the 
disease. 

Although  the  173  fatal  cases  of  all  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis recorded  as  having  occurred  in  the  course  of  the 
year  constitute  41  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  the  cases 
notified  during  the  same  period,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  many  of  the  cases  which  ended  fatally  during  1913 
were  notified  during  one  of  the  immediately  preceding 
years.  It  follows  that  the  total  number  of  423  which 
were  notified  in  1913  formed  but  a proportion  of  the  total 
recognised  and  notified  cases  existing  in  the  district  at 
any  particular  moment,  and  if  the  average  duration  of 
each  case  of  the  pulmonary  form  be  accepted  as  four 
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years, — opinions  ranging  from  three  to  five  years, — it  is 
evident  that  the  aggregate  number  of  tuberculous  cases 
in  the  district  in  any  particular  year  must  be  far  in 
excess  of  the  total  notified  in  the  course  of  that  year.  It 
is  also  a matter  of  experience  that  the  medical  profession 
as  a whole  exercises  great  caution  in  pronouncing  cases 
as  definitely  tuberculous,  with  the  not  infrequent  result 
that  not  only  has  the  disease  reached  a fairly  advanced 
stage  before  special  attention  is  drawn  to  the  sufferer,  but 
also  additional  opportunities  to  become  infected  are 
afforded  those  who  come  into  close  association  with  the 
persons  already  attacked  before  precautionary  measures 
can  be  taken.  When  the  available  means  for  dealing 
with  the  disease  will  be  sufficient  to  permit  the  medical 
examination  of  all  contacts  as  well  as  the  re-examination 
when  necessary,  of  all  suspected  cases,  then  and  not  until 
then  can  we  hope  to  take  action  sufficiently  early  to  effect 
cures  or  permanent  arrest  of  the  disease  in  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  early  cases  and  to  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  others  by  dealing  in  an  adequate  and  appropriate 
manner  with  instances,  especially  among  children,  who 
show  signs  of  becoming,  under  unfavourable  circum- 
stances, easy  victims  of  the  essential  cause  of  the  disease. 


INFLUENZA. 

1913. 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  ...  ...  .13 

During  the  year  1913,  21  deaths  were  attributed  to 
this  disease,  as  compared  with  14  in  1912,  and  9 in  1911, 
giving  a death-rate  of  .13  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Wards  5,  7,  and  9 contributed  4 deaths  each,  3 deaths 
occurred  In  Ward  6,  2 in  Wards  2 and  10,  one  death  in 
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Wards  1 and  4,  while  no  deaths  from  influenza  occurred 
in  Wards  3 and  8. 


COLLIERY  FATALITIES. 

Number,  61 — equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  .38  per 
1,000.  This  total  corresponds  closely  to  the  average 
annual  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  district. 


INQUESTS. 

Total,  170 — equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  1.05  per 
1,000.  If  the  accidents  associated  with  the  collieries  be 
excluded  the  number  falls  to  109,  or  .67  per  1,000. 
(Table  45). 


THE  TYNTYLA  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Accommodation.  The  accommodation  for  patients 
remains  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  provision 
is  made  for  the  treatment  of  three  diseases  at  the  same 
time.  The  usual  allocation  of  beds  is  as  follows:  — 


Ordinary 

beds. 

Observation 

beds. 

Diphtheria 

20 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

20 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

2 

74 

6 

In  the  case  of  each  disease  two  beds  can  be  used  for 
observation  without  bringing  the  patients  into  close  asso- 
ciation with  the  patients  in  the  main  wards. 

There  is,  in  addition,  accommodation  at  the  old  hos- 
pital for  ten  cases,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  utilise 
it, ' on  several  occasions,  for  the  purpose  of  isolating  cases 
of  mixed  infection, 
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The  total  number  of  patients  received  into  and  treated 
in  the  hospital  in  the  course  of  the  year  amounted  to 
441,  whereas  the  numbers  for  the  five  preceding  years 
were  167,  198,  324,  231,  and  385  respectively ; hence  the 
total  for  1913  is  the  highest  since  the  erection  of  the 
hospital. 

The  following  table  furnishes  a summary  of  the  num- 
ber of  cases  treated,  the  number  of  deaths,  and  the  fatality 
in  respect  of  each  of  the  diseases  treated  at  the  hospital 
during  1913. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Mortality 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

per  cent. 

Diphtheria 

123 

8 . 

6.5 

Typhoid  Fever 

39 

*9 

..  23.0 

Scarlet  Fever 

279 

8 . 

2.9 

* Including  one  death  from  general  tuberculosis,  one 
from  tuberculous  meningitis,  and  one  from  heart  disease. 
In  these  three  instances  close  observation  afforded  no 
satisfactory  evidence  that  typhoid  fever  was  present  or  in 
any  way  contributed  to  the  fatal  issue. 

Below  a table  is  given  to  show  the  mortality-rate  of 
hospital-treated  as  compared  with  that  of  home-treated 
cases  and  the  case-mortality  for  the  whole  district. 


Whole 

District. 

Hospital 

Cases. 

Rest  of  Dis- 
trict (Hospital 
excluded). 

&4S 

Cases. 

Deaths 

in  js 

© £ 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Mortali 
per  cen 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Mortali 
per  cen 

Diphtheria  (including 

membranous  croup)  ... 
Typhoid  Fever  (includ- 

306 

53 

17*3 

123 

8 

6 5 

183 

45 

24  5 

ing  continued  fever)  ... 

50 

13 

26-0 

39 

9 

23  0 

11 

4 

36  4 

Scarlet  Fever 

939 

22 

23 

279 

8 

2-9 

660 

14 

21 

1295 

88 

68 

441 

25 

5.6 

854 

63 

7-4 
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Each  district  ward  contributed  to  make  up  the  total 


number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Ward  1 contributed 

17  ... 

1 ... 

32 

j > 

2 

99  • • • 

3 ... 

1 ... 

28 

99 

3 

9 9 • • • 

8 ... 

5 

26 

99 

4 

9 9 • • • 

20  ... 

2 ... 

19 

j r 

5 

9 9 • • • 

4 ... 

8 ... 

10 

9 9 

6 

9 9 • ' * 

6 ... 

1 

20 

99 

i 

9 9 • • • 

10  ... 

9 

hJ  • • • 

32 

9 9 

8 

9 9 • • • 

11 

12  ... 

21 

3 9 

9 

9 9 * * * 

26  ... 

4 ... 

43 

9 9 

10 

9.9  • * * 

18  ... 

3 ... 

48 

Totals 

123 

39 

279 

The  average  time  spent  in  hospital  by  recovered  cases 
was  42  days  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  (the  extremes  vary- 
ing from  15  to  84  days),  49  days  in  the  case  of  typhoid 
fever  (between  limits  of  17  and  87  days),  and  52  days  in 

the  case  of  scarlet  fever  (the  extremes  varying  from  17 
to  189  days). 

Of  the  cases  which  terminated  fatally,  the  average 
time  in  hospital  was  13  days  in  typhoid  fever,  and  17 
days  in  scarlet  fever. 

In  the  case  of  diphtheria  the  average  time  was  10 
days  (three  cases  lived  for  6,  4,  and  12  hours  respectively, 
2 cases  for  1 day  each,  and  the  remainder  for  46,  27,  and 
10  days  respectively). 

The  maintenance  rate  for  the  year  amounted  to 
£1  Is.  7.5d.  per  patient  per  week,  the  total  expenditure 
amounting  to  £3,172  11s,  Id.,  apportioned  as  follows:—^ 
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Salaries  and  Wages  ... 

£894 

9 

6 

National  Health  Insurance 

26 

4 

6 

Bread 

89 

9 

4 

Eggs 

12 

2 

2 

Fish  and  Yegetables 

130 

3 

7 

Milk 

291 

10 

3 

Meat 

364 

5 

1 

Groceries  ... 

304 

2 

0 

Gas 

244 

7 

0 

Coal,  Coke,  and  Firewood 

236 

4 

2 

W ater 

77 

18 

4 

Gas  and  Water  Renewals  and  Repairs 

2 

11 

6 

Stationery,  Printing,  &c. 

14 

8 

9 

Stimulants  (Brandy,  &c.)  ... 

22 

3 

0 

Horse  Feed,  Saddlery,  &c. 

51 

8 

2 

Drugs,  Instruments,  &c. 

162 

8 

2 

Soap,  Brushes,  &c.  ... 

34 

3 

0 

Crockery,  Drapery,  &c. 

14 

7 

10 

Ironmongery 

10 

4 

3 

Methylated  Spirit,  Turpentine,  &c. 

18 

6 

8 

Advertisements 

7 

18 

6 

District  Rate 

30 

12 

6 

Poor  Rate 

45 

4 

2 

Postage  and  Carriage 

4 

10 

9 

Glazing,  &c. 

8 

11 

8 

Ambulance  Repairs  ... 

TO,  13 

0 

Boiler  and  Machinery  Renewals 
Repairs  ... 

and 

24  15 

0 

Boiler  Insurance 

3 

17 

4 

Horse  Purchase,  Horse  Hire,  & Veterinary 
Surgeon’s  Fees 

22 

16 

10 

Telephone  Maintenance 

4 

10 

0 

Chart  Boards 

8 

2 

6 

Sundries 

0 

1 

7 

£3,172  11  1 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  which  are  the  usual  expenses 
for  maintenance,  payments  under  contract  were  also 
made  in  the  course  of  the  year  as  shown  in  the  subjoined 
table.  The  contract  was  entered  into  before  the  year  now 
under  review,  but  owing  to  some  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
contractor  in  delivering  a few  items,  in  obtaining  which 
some  unexpected  difficulty  was  experienced,  payment  was 
not  made  until  long  after  most  of  the  goods  were  delivered. 


Structural 

Establish- 

ment. 

Total. 

Cutlery,  Hardware  and  Ironmongery 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

(Messrs.  Ben  Evans  & Co.) 
Brushes,  &c.  (Messrs.  Ben  Evans  & 

70  8 6 

24  17  9 

95  6 3 

Co.) 

Other  Appliances 

7 5 6 

10  17  8 

1 17  4 

18  3 2 

1 17  4 

77  14  0 

37  12  9 

115  6 9 

There  was  no  important  change  in  the  resident  staff 
of  the  institution  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Miss  It.  E. 
Smith,  the  Matron,  assisted  by  Miss  May  Shelton,  the 
Assistant  Matron,  continued  to  give  experienced  and 
skilled  attention  to  the  hospital  and  its  patients  during 
what  has  proved  hitherto  to  be  the  fullest  year  in  its 
history,  while  the  medical  attendance,  owing  to  the  many 
changes  which  occurred  in  the  year,  was  borne  by  all  the 
medical  members  of  the  staff. 


PENRHYS  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

This  hospital  is  of  a “ temporary  ” character  in  its 
construction  and  is  situated  on  Cefn  Penrhys,  which  is 
the  ridge,  nearly  1,000  feet  high,  separating  the  two 
valleys  from  each  other.  It  lias  been  designed  in  four 
blocks  consisting  of  administrative,  laundry,  and  twq 
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ward  blocks,  the  latter  providing  accommodation  for  four 
and  sixteen  patients  respectively.  The  administrative 
block  gives  accommodation  to  a resident  caretaker  and 
his  wife  as  well  as  several  bedrooms  to  the  nursing  staff 
when  required.  The  buildings  are  heated  by  a low- 
pressure  steam  system,  the  ventilation  is  dependent  upon 
“natural”  means  by  windows  and  Tobin’s  tubes,  the 
institution  is  drained  into  the  general  sewerage  system 
of  the  district,  water  is  supplied  by  means  of  a pump 
placed  at  the  lower  (Tyntyla)  hospital,  the  water  being 
derived  from  the  Council’s  mains  and  stored  in  a tank 
placed  in  a tower  at  a sufficiently  high  elevation  to  permit 
distribution  to  take  place  by  gravitation,  and  the  various 
buildings  are  lighted  by  means  of  gas  supplied  from  the 
Council’s  main  works. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  small-pox  from  the  district 
there  was  no  necessity  to  use  the  hospital  for  the  accom- 
modation of  cases  of  this  disease  throughout  the  year. 


SCAVENGING  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  methods  of  dealing  with  house  refuse  in  the  dis- 
trict remained  substantially  the  same  throughout  the 
year.  Twenty-four  of  the  28  sub-districts  into  which  the 
Urban  area  is  divided  for  this  purpose  were  as  hitherto 
scavenged  by  contract.  Sub-districts  20  and  22 — Porth 
and  Ynyshir — have  for  some  years  been  scavenged  by  the 
Council  by  direct  labour,  and  on  the  renewal  of  the 
Scavenging  Contracts  the  Council  decided  to  add  to  those 
districts  already  scavenged  by  direct  labour  Sub-districts 
19  and  21,  comprising  Cymmer,  Trebanog,  Bedw  and 
Grlynfach,  Britannia,  Upper  and  Lower  Eirw,  and  Tre- 
hafod.  These  four  sub-districts  jointly  include  the  lower 
portion  of  the  district  with  a total  number  of  4,000 
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houses,  or  approximately  one-seventh  of  the  whole  dis- 
trict. 

House  refuse  is  collected  daily  from  nearly  every  house 
in  the  district,  the  only  exceptions  being1  outlying  farms 
and  cottages. 

As  may  be  expected,  scavenging  as  performed  in  the 
areas  dealt  with  by  the  Council  by  direct  labour  is  more 
satisfactorily  done  than  in  those  districts  where  it  is  done 
by  contract,  much  more  thoroughness  and  care  being 
shown  in  the  performance  of  the  work.  As  the  Council, 
however,  are  acting  at  a disadvantage  as  compared  with 
contractors  with  regard  to  their  inability  to  keep  their 
men  and  horses  fully  occupied  when  not  engaged  in 
scavenging,  the  length  of  time  for  which  scavenging  may 
be  permitted  is  extended  in  the  Council’s  districts,  the 
contract  hours  being  limited  to  those  between  8 a.m.  and 
1 p.m.  each  week-day. 

Although  the  Council  possess  powers  to  require  the 
occupier  of  any  dwelling-house  to  provide  receptacles  of 
such  size  and  construction  as  may  be  approved  by  the 
Council,  no  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  enforce  these 
powers,  with  the  consequence  that  an  extraordinary 
assortment  of  generally  unsuitable  appliances  are  utilised 
for  the  temporary  storage  of  house  refuse,  the  most 
common  forms  consisting  of  uncovered  buckets,  wooden 
boxes,  baskets,  paper  bags,  and  even  open  newspapers. 
It  will  be  realised  therefore  that  under  these  conditions 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  many  uncontrolled  bipeds 
and  quadrupeds  using  the  highways  on  which  the  refuse 
thus  contained  is  temporarily  placed  to  await  collection 
by  the  scavengers  some  inconvenience,  annoyance,  and 
risk  are  caused  to  the  public  by  the  unclean  and  littered 
condition  attained  by  our  streets  under  these  circum- 
stances, Irregular  habits  on  the  part  of  householders 
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also  lead  to  deliberate  but  surreptitious  dumping  of 
refuse  of  all  kinds  into  back  lanes,  waste  spaces,  and 
water-courses  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling-bouses.  For 
the  purpose  of  checking  this  very  reprehensible  practice, 
much  of  the  attention  of  some  of  the  sanitary  inspectors 
was  given  to  detective  work  in  this  connection  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  with  the  result  that  legal  proceedings 
were  successfully  taken  against  64  persons  who  were 
proved  guilty  of  this  offence. 

As  already  indicated,  the  refuse  of  the  whole  area  is 
deposited  on  various  sites  in  more  or  less  close  proximity 
to  a large  number  of  dwelling-houses.  In  the  course  of 
the  year,  however,  an  important  step  forward  was  made 
to  take  advantage  of  the  powers  obtained  By  the  Council 
in  their  Act  of  1911  to  purchase  lands  and  to  construct 
thereon  and  use  works  for  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  of 
the  district,  and  for  that  purpose  the  Council  have  acquired 
two  sites,  one  at  Dinas  and  the  other  at  Ystrad,  both  of 
which  are  likely  to  prove  very  suitable  for  the  erection 
thereon  of  refuse  destructors.  Under  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  the  Act  of  1911,  the  Council  have  entered  into 
an  agreement  to  dispose  of  the  heat  derived  from  the  use 
of  their  destructor  to  the  Electric  Power  Distribution 
Company,  who  in  their  turn  will  provide  the  Council  with 
electricity  when  and  in  the  quantities  required  on  terms 
agreed  upon.  The  destructor  now  in  course  of  erection 
at  Dinas  is  designed  to  dispose  of  82  tons  a day,  and  will 
therefore  meet  the  needs  of  only  about  one-third  of  the 
whole  area.  Large  portions  of  the  remaining  two-thirds 
have  also  become  very  inadequately  provided  with  tipping 
ground,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  to  secure  a site  in 
the  Rhondda  Fach  as  soon  as  possible  on  which  a 
destructor  to  meet  the  requirements  of  that  area  may  be 
erected. 
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The  total  cost  of  collection  of  house  refuse  and  of  its 
conveyance  to  the  various  tips  amounted  during  the  year 
1913-14  to  £9,703,  including  the  cost  of  scavenging  dis- 
tricts 19,  20,  21,  and  22,  which  are  scavenged  by  the 
Council  by  direct  labour.  This  amount  is  equivalent  to 
an  expenditure  of  7/0.4  per  house  as  compared  with  6/-, 
5/6,  4/-,  4/4,  4/6,  6/10.7,  4/10,  5/2,  5/3.4,  4/9.4,  and  6/2.1, 
for  the  years  1902-3  to  1912-13,  respectively.  The  cost 
varies  from  year  to  year  according  to  the  proximity  of 
the  tips  in  use  to  the  large  centres  of  population.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  7/0.4  per  house,  the  amount  expended 
during  the  year  under  review,  is  the  highest  yet  recorded, 
and  is  largely  attributable  both  to  the  increasing  dis- 
tances of  the  tips  from  the  large  centres  of  population  as 
well  as  to  the  higher  rates  charged  for  general  haulage 
throughout  the  district.  The  above  sum  does  not  repre- 
sent the  whole  of  the  expenditure  on  refuse  disposal 
throughout  the  year,  as  considerable  sums  have  also  to 
be  spent  on  fencing,  drainage,  disinfection,  and  labour. 

The  collection  being  a daily  one,  the  erection  or  pro- 
vision of  large  ashbins  or  ashpits  is  unnecessary,  and, 
except  at  public  buildings  such  as  schools  and  a few 
isolated  houses  or  groups  of  houses,  such  provision  is 
seldom  made.  It  is,  however,  worthy  of  consideration 
whether  it  would  not  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  district 
to  encourage  such  provision  in-  areas  where  the  houses 
are  provided  with  convenient  secondary  means  of  access, 
every  care  being  of  course  taken  that  the  receptacles  used 
be  of  an  approved  type  and  regularly  and  methodically 
emptied. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Since  the  completion  in  1892  of  the  main  sewer,  owned 
jointly  by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Urban  District 
Councils,  means  have  been  provided  for  dealing  with  the 
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sewage  of  the  district.  This  sewer  is  17-|  miles  long  and 
discharges  into  the  Bristol  Channel  at  a point  about  four 
miles  east  of  Cardiff.  In  1894  one  main  sewer  was  laid 
to  serve  each  of  the  two  Rhondda  Valleys  before  effecting 
a junction  at  Porth  to  run  along  the  main  valley  to 
Hafod,  where  the  common  sewer  resulting  from  the 
junction  is  continued  into  the  joint  sewer  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  Pontypridd  Urban  District.  Since  the  year 
1894  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  have  been 
almost  continuously  engaged  in  improving  and  adding 
to  their  sewerage  system,  the  maintenance  of  which  in 
an  efficient  condition  is  both  costly  and  difficult  owing  to 
the  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  connected  to 
the  system,  the  hilly  and  irregular  conformation  of  the 
district  tending  to  ground  movement,  the  heavy  rainfall 
and  the  resulting  large  amount  of  surface  water  which 
finds  its  way  into  the  sewers  in  time  of  storm,  and  the 
liability  of  the  sewers  themselves  to  suffer  damage  from 
subsidence  due  to  mining  operations  or  from  river  floods. 
In  certain  instances  also,  as  at  Tylorstown,  much  damage 
has  been  caused  to  certain  lengths  of  sewer  covered  over 
in  the  course  of  years  by  enormous  heaps  of  waste  from 
neighbouring  collieries,  crushing  and  displacement  of  the 
sewer  being  thus  caused.  For  this  reason  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  lay  a new  sewer  from  Ferndale 
to  Pontygwaith  in  the  Rhondda  Fach  Valley.  To  obviate 
a repetition  of  the  experience  in  this  neighbourhood  the 
new  sewer  has  been  laid  along  the  course  of  the  river, 
after  much  delay  due  to  the  amount  of  interference  with 
the  contractor  occasioned  by  a long  series  of  unusually 
heavy  floods.  A similar  plan  is  now  being  adopted  in 
connection  with  a long  length  of  the  main  sewer  between 
Britannia  and  Hafod  at  the  lower  end  of  the  district. 
Plans  and  estimates  have  been  prepared  and  submittted 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and,  at  the  time  of 
writing,  notice  of  the  Board’s  inquiry  is  daily  expected. 
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If  the  Board’s  sanction  to  the  loan  be  granted  the  Council 
will  be  enabled  to  obviate  the  serious  periodical  pollution 
of  the  river  at  this  point  due  to  the  occasional  obstruction 
of  the  sewer  caused  by  irregular  ground  movement  in 
this  area. 

At  the  present  time  very  few  houses  are  built  on 
ground  where  it  is  not  reasonably  practicable  to  connect 
their  drains  with  the  sewerage  system  of  the  district.  At 
Grilfach  Goch,  however,  some  of  the  houses  within  the 
Rhondda  area  are  drained  into  the  sewers  of  the  Llan- 
trisant  Rural  District  Council,  a similar  arrangement 
having  been  mutually  agreed  upon  both  with  regard  to 
certain  houses  at  Penrhiwfer  within  the  area  of  the  Rural 
Authority’s  area  as  well  as  others  at  Edmundstown  and 
Trebanog  within  the  Urban  district. 


The  drains  of  the  great  majority  of  the  houses  in 
existence  at  the  time  the  two  principal  sewers  were  laid 
have  now  been  connected,  and  new  sewers  are  laid  or 
the  existing  ones  extended  when  the  need  arises  to  con- 
nect new  houses.  The  number  of  houses  still  uncon- 
nected throughout  the  district  is  331,  as  compared  with 
352  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year  and  4,290  in  1897. 
The  distribution  of  those  still  remaining  unconnected  is 
shown  in  the  subjoined  table:  — 


Sanitary  District  No. 

ft 


it 

a 


1 contains  34  unconnected  houses. 

2 „ 21 

3 ,,  63  „ 

4 ,,  74 

5 „ 68 

6 „ 71 


There  remain  two  groups  of  dwelling-house  premises 
which  are  still  unconnected  with  the  sewerage  system  of 
the  district.  One  group  consists  of  50  houses,  known  as 
Bush  or  Cwmclydach  Houses,  Clydach  Yale,  which  are 
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provided  with  pail  closets  and  a.  proper  system  of  slop- 
sewage  drains  discharging  into  the  brook.  The  pails  are 
periodically  emptied  by  the  scavengers,  the  contents  being 
deposited  on  the  nearest  house-refuse  tip.  The  pail 
system  was  introduced  in  1907  in  substitution  for  the 
highly  insanitary  ash-middens  which  existed  on  these 
premises  prior  to  that  year.  The  other  group,  consisting 
of  40  unconnected  houses,  is  situated  at  Appletree,  Dinas, 
and  is  on  too  low  a level  to  permit  the  connection  of  the 
drains  to  the  existing  sewer  which  serves  for  the  drainage 
of  houses  on  the  other  but  higher  side  of  the  same  road. 
The  difficulty  may  be  overcome  by  either  providing  a 
small  pumping  appliance  or  by  installing  a small  bacteria 
bed  system  at  a suitable  position  between  the  houses  and 
the  river. 

The  extent  and  character  of  the  means  of  excrement 
disposal  throughout  the  Rhondda  TJrban  District  at  the 
end  of  1913  are  set  out  in  the  appended  table,  which  is  a 
summarised  compilation  of  the  returns  and  reports  fur- 
nished by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 

No.  of  Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  (middens, 

cesspits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

No.  of  Privies  with  movable  receptacles  (pails)  ...  53 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (fresh  water  cistern-flushed)  22,840 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (waste  water)  ...  ...  0 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (hand-flushed)  ...  ...  4,409 

In  the  above  table,  no  account  is  taken  of  supple- 
mentary water  closets  in  better  class  houses,  nor  of  those 
in  schools,  institutes,  chapels,  churches,  halls,  theatres, 
and  other  public  buildings,  so  that  the  total  aggregate 
given  is  considerably  less  than  the  number  actually  exist- 
ing in  the  district. 

Throughout  the  urban  area  there  are  only  141  closets 
which  are  not  of  the  water-carriage  kind,  and  the  number 
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is  being  gradually  reduced,  the  reductions  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1913  having  consisted  of  five,  by  the  conversion 
of  two  and  the  closure  of  the  dwelling-houses  served  by 
the  remaining  three.  The  rate  of  reduction  is  naturally 
becoming  slower  as  the  majority  of  the  houses  now  pro- 
vided with  cesspits  or  middens  are  isolated  farms  or  cot- 
tages, none  of  which  are  situated  on  the  gathering  grounds 
of  any  important  water  supply. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

During  the  year  no  addition  has  been  made  to  the 
nine  Common  Lodging  Houses  situated  within  the  Urban 
area ; but  owners  of  commodious  and  more  or  less  adapt- 
able premises  situated  at  Penygraig  and  Gilfach  Goch, 
contemplate  converting  them  into  common  lodging 
houses,  after  carrying  out  extensive  improvements  and 
renovations,  with  the  approval  of  the  Council.  These 
houses  will  meet  a demand,  particularly  at  Gilfach  Goch, 
where  active  building  operations  are  now  being  carried 
out,  and  will  serve  to  accommodate  a class  of  men  who 
generally  find  considerable  difficulty  in  securing  lodgings 
within  reasonable  distance  of  their  work. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  visits  have  been  made 
to  the  nine  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district  by 
Chief  Inspector  J.  Towy  Thomas,  and  Inspectors 
Jones  and  Owen  in  whose  districts  they  are  situated.  All 
premises  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
and  in  no  instance  during  the  year  was  it  found  necessary 
to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  against  any  of  the  keepers. 
All  houses  are  licensed  for  a period  of  twelve  months,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Council’s  private 
Act,  1905. 

There  are  no  registered  houses  let  in  lodgings  through- 
out the  urban  area. 
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REPORTS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  statistical  matter,  the 
following  subjects  were  dealt  with  in  the  reports  placed 
before  the  Council  during  the  year : — 

Back  Lanes  in  the  district. 

Common  Lodging-houses. 

Conditions  for  renting  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tips. 
Destruction  of  Infected  Clothing. 

Determination  of  Closing  Orders. 

Disinfecting  Vans. 

Draft  Regulations  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

General  Death-rate  for  1913. 

Hospital  Boilers. 

Houses  condemnable  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909  (9). 

Houses  without  a proper  water  supply  (4). 

Houses  without  sufficient  w.c.  accommodation. 

Houses  unconnected  to  the  sewer. 

Infantile  Mortality  Conference. 

Junior  Clerkship. 

Meat  Inspection  Examination. 

Muddy  streets  at  Ynyshir. 

Nuisance  at  Edmund  Street,  Tylorstown. 

Outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Ferndale. 

Outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Maerdy. 

Outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Treorchy  (2). 

Outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Williamstown. 

Outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at  Cymmer. 

Outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  Clydach  Yale. 

Outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  Cymmer. 

Rag  and  Bone  sorting  on  refuse  tips  (2). 
Re-occupation  of  lower  tenements  prior  to  being  ren- 
dered fit. 
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Bepairs,  Painting,  &c.,  required  at  the  Isolation  Hos- 
pitals (2). 

Biver  Pollution. 

Boads  leading  to  Scavenging  Tips. 

Storage  of  Coal  in  back  areas. 

The  need  for  additional  clerical  assistance. 

The  Prevalence  of  Diarrhoea  (3). 

The  Shops  Act,  1913. 

Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913. 

Urinal,  Cemetery  Boad,  Treorchy. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 


The  following  were  destroyed  during  the  year:  — 


Herrings  ... 


Beef 

Bovine  Livers 
„ Lungs 
„ Head 
Mutton 
Sheep’s  Liver 


Hake 


..  2,240  lbs. 

..  185  „ 

••  61  „ 

..  15  „ 

..  40  „ 

..  20  „ 

..  308  „ 

..  224  „ 


Mussels 

Onions 

Apples 


3 bags 


Beef  Paste 


. 700  lbs. 

. 400  „ 

2 pots 


Pickles 

Vinegar 


1 bottle 
1 gallon 


Corned  Beef 


2 tins 
l tin 

1 „ 


Babbit 

Sardines 

Salmon 


13  tins 
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Herrings 
Oysters 
Mincemeat 
Tomatoes 
Peaches  ... 

Pears 

Pineapple 

Strawberries 

Cherries 

Apricots 

Milk  (Condensed)  ... 


1 tin 

1 ” 

4 tins 
23  „ 

9 „ 
10  „ 
15  „ 

1 tin 
1 „ 

4 tins 
67  „ 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  Infections  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889 ; The 
Infections  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  Part  III., 
were  adopted  by  the  Rhondda  Council  from  January  1st, 
1894,  and  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  from 
April  28th,  1909. 


POLICE  COURT  PROCEEDINGS 

An  analysis  of  the  following  statement  of  Police  Court 
Proceedings  during  the  year  shows  that  96  cases  were 
instituted  for  offences  undejr  the  Shops  Act,  40  for 
depositing  refuse  on  roadways  or  lanes,  24  for  the  pollu- 
tion of  rivers  and  streams,  22  for  failure  to  abate 
nuisances  (involving  41  premises),  one  case  for  keeping 
swine  in  contravention  of  the  bye-laws,  and  one  for 
causing  children  to  be  exposed  while  in  an  infectious  con-, 
dition. 
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Summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings  during  1913. 


No. 

Court. 

Offence. 

Result. 

1 

Porth 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  10/- 

2 

Ystrad 

5 5 

Fined  £1 

3 

Ystrad 

55 

Fined  £1 

4 

Ystrad 

55  55  55  55 

55 

Fined  10/- 

5 

Ystrad 

55 

Dismissed 

6 

Porth 

55  5 5 19  5 5 

Fined  10/- 

7 

Porth 

Trading  in  street  on 
holiday  ... 

weekly  half- 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

8 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

9 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  10/- 

10 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  by  auction  after 
closing  time  for  shops 

Fined  10/- 

11 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

12 

Porth 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  shop 
assistants’  weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

13 

Porth 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Pay merit  of  costs,  7/- 

14 

Porth 

Discharged  with 
caution 

15 

Ystrad 

5 5 55  55  55 

55 

Fined  15/- 

16 

Porth 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (4  houses) 

Abated.  Payment  of 
costs 

17 

Porth 

55  55  55  5 

5 5 5 5 

18 

Porth 

55  55  55  5 

5 5 5 5 

19 

Porth 

5«  55  55  5 

5 5 5 5 

20 

Porth 

55  55  55  5 

55  5 5 

21 

Porth 

55  55  55  5 

5 5 5 5 

22 

Porth 

55  55  55  5 

5 5 5 5 

23 

Porth 

55  55  55  5 

(2  houses) 

5 5 5 5 

24 

Porth 

55  55  55  5 

55  5 5 

25 

Porth 

55  55  55  5 

(2  houses) 

55  5 5 

26 

Porth 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  10/- 

27 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  shop 
assistants’  weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

28 

Y strad 

Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

29 

Ponty- 

pridd 

Trading  in  street  on 
holiday  .. 

weekly  half- 

Fined 10/- 

30 

Ponty- 

pridd 

Trading  in  street  on 
holiday  ... 

weekly  half- 

Fined  10/- 

31 

Ponty- 

pridd 

Trading  in  street  on  weekly  half- 
holiday ... 

Fined  10/- 

32 

Ponty- 

pridd 

Trading  in  street  on  weekly  half- 
holiday ... 

Fined  10/- 

33 

Ponty- 

pridd 

Wilfully  obstructing  Shops  Ins- 
pector ... 

Fined  10/- 

34 

Y strad 

Depositing  manure  in  RiverRhondda 

Fined  15/- 

35 

Ystrad 

?»  >>  >> 

55  55 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

36 

Ystrad 

Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

55 


Summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings  during  1913— continued. 


No. 

Court. 

Offence. 

Result. 

37 

Ystrad 

Depositing  relnse  in  lane 

Fined  5/- 

38 

P or  th 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (4  houses) 

Ordered  to  abate  and 

to  pay  costs,  36/-. 
Daily  Penalty  of 

2/6  per  house  after 
28  days 

39 

Porth 

,,  „ „ „ (3  houses) 

Ordered  to  abate  and 

to  pay  costs,  33/-. 

Daily  penalty  of  2/6 
per  house  after  28 
days 

40 

Y strad 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Fined  £1 

41 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Dismissed 

42 

Ystrad 

Depositing  refuse  in  River  Rhondda 

Fined  2/6 

43 

Y strad 

99  99  99  99  99 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

44 

Y strad 

99  99  *9  99  99 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

45 

Ystrad 

9 9 9 9 9 9 9 * 9 9 ' • 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

46 

Porth 

Fined  5/- 

47 

Porth 

99  99  99  99  99 

Tipping  debris  in  River 

Fined  5/- 

48 

Ystrad 

Ordered  to  execute 

works  for  protec- 
tion of  river  and  to 

pay  costs 

49 

Ystrad 

99  999999 

Dismissed 

50 

Y strad 

99  99  99  99 

Ordered  to  execute 

works  for  protec- 
tion of  river  and  to 
pay  costs 

51 

Ystrad 

99  # 99  99  ^ 99 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Dismissed 

52 

Porth 

Fined  5/- 

53 

Porth 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

54 

Porth 

9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 • • * 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

55 

Ystrad 

Fined  £1 

56 

Ystrad 

99  99  9999  • • • 

Fined  £1 

57 

Ystrad 

99  99  9999  • • • 

Fined  £1 

58 

Porth 

99  99  99  99 

Discharged  with 

caution 

59 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 

Fined  10/- 

business... 

60 

Porth 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

99  99  99  99  99 

Casting  refuse  into  River 

Fined  £1 

61 

Porth 

Fined  10/- 

62 

Porth 

Fined  £1 

63 

Porth 

99  ^ 99  99  99  ••• 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

64 

Porth 

Fined  5/- 

65 

Porth 

9 9 99  9999 

Fined  5/- 

66 

Ystrad 

9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 * * * 

Fined  5/- 

67 

Ystrad 

99  99  99*9 

Fined  10/- 

68 

Ystrad 

99  99  99  9* 

Fined  10,  - 

69 

Ystrad 

99  5)  n n i* 

Fined  5/- 

70 

Ystrad 

99  99  9999 

Fined  5/- 

Summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings  during  1913 — continued . 


No. 

COUET. 

Offence. 

Result. 

71 

Porth 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

72 

Porth 

33  33  **3  3 3 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

73 

Porth 

Dismissed 

74 

Porth 

D D )>  D 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

75 

Porth 

33  33  n 

Discharged  with 
caution 

76 

Porth 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (2  houses) 

Ordered  to  abate  and 
to  pay  costs.  Daily 
penalty  of  2/-  per 
house  after  28  days 

77 

Ystrad 

Depositing  refuse  in  stream 

Fined  10/- 

78 

Ystrad 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Fined  5/- 

79 

Ystrad 

33  3»  3333 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  5/- 

80 

Ystrad 

Paymentof  costs,  5/6 

81 

Y strad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Fined  10/- 

82 

Porth 

Depositing  refuse  in  River 

Dismissed 

83 

Porth 

5)  >>  5J  »> 

Trading  in  street  on  weekly  half- 
holiday ... 

Fined  £1 

84 

Porth 

Fined  5/- 

85 

Porth 

Trading  in  street  on  weekly  half- 
holiday  .. 

Fined  5/- 

86 

Ystrad 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

87 

Ystrad 

>>  jj  »>  >> 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

88 

Porth 

>»  »»  »> 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

89 

Porth 

5>  >»  JJ 

Payment  of  costs,  7/* 

90 

Ystrad 

5>  >>  >>  >> 

Payment  of  costs,  5 6 

91 

Porth 

5 5 5 5 55^55  ••• 

Casting  refuse  into  River 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

92 

Porth 

Fined  2/6 

93 

Ystrad 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

94 

Ystrad 

>>  >>  >> 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

95 

Porth 

>>  >>  >»  >» 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

96 

Ystrad 

3 3 33  33  3 3 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

97 

Ystrad 

33  33  33,  33 

Shop  open  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

98 

Y strad 

Dismissed 

99 

Ystrad 

55  5 5 5 5 55  >> 

,, 

100 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business 

Fined  £1 

101 

Porth 

Casting  refuse  into  River  Rhondda 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

102 

Porth 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  10/-  and  costs 

103 

Porth 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Payment  of  costs 

104 

Porth 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  10/- 

105 

Ystrad 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

106 

Porth 

33  33  3333 

Casting  refuse  into  River 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

107 

Ystrad 

Pay  ment  of  costs,  7/- 

108 

Porth 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

33  33  3333 

Casting  refuse  into  River 

Fined  15/- 

109 

Porth 

Fined  15/* 

110 

Ystrad 

Fined  10/- 

111 

Ystrad 

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

Summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings  during  1913 — continued 


No. 

Court. 

Offence. 

Result. 

112 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

113 

Porth 

99  99  99  99  99 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

114 

Porth 

99  99  99  99  99  '•  : 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

115 

Porth 

Payment  of  costs,  8/- 

116 

Ystrad 

Fined  15/- 

117 

Porth 

Shop  open  after  time  ... 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

118 

Porth 

Fined  15/- 

119 

Ystrad 

Fined  £1 

120 

Ystrad 

Depositing  refuse  in  lane 

Fined  10/- 

121 

Porth 

Keeping  swine  within  100  feet  of 
dwelling-house 

Fined  £1 

122 

Ystrad 

Depositing  debris  in  brook 

Ordered  to  clear 
debris  from  brook 
and  to  pay  costs 

123 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (2  houses) 

Ordered  to  abate  and 
to  pay  costs  21/- 
Daily  penalty  of  2/6 
per  house  after  28 

124 

Ystrad 

99  99  99  99 

days 

Abated.  Payment 
of  costs 

125 

Porth 

Shop  open  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  10/- 

126 

Porth 

>>  >>  J»  >»  5* 

Discharged  with 
caution 

127 

Porth 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Fined  10/- 

128 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  after  closing  time  ... 

Fined  10/-  and  costs 

129 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  10/- 

130 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Selling  goods  after  closing  time  ... 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

131 

Ystrad 

Fined  10/- 

132 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Fined  10/- 

133 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

134 

Porth 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  10/- 

135 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  10/- 

136 

Y strad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business 

Fined  £1 

137 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  after  closing  time  . . . 

99  99  99  99  99 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  15/- 

138 

Ystrad 

Fined  10/-  and  costs 

139 

Porth 

Fined  10/- 

140 

Porth 

99  99  99  99  99 

Selling  goods  after  closing  cime  . . . 

Fined  10/- 

141 

Ystrad 

Fined  10/-  and  costs 

142 

Ystrad 

Trading  in  streets  on  weekly  half- 
holiday ... 

Fined  £1 

143 

Ystrad 

Wilfully  obstructing  Shops  Inspector 

Fined  15/- 

144 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  10/- 

145 

Ystrad 

Depositing  ashes  in  lane 

Fined  5/- 

146 

Porth 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (2  houses) 

Abated.  Payment  of 

1 costs 

Summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings  during  1913 — continued . 


No. 

Court. 

Offence. 

Result. 

147 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (3  houses) 

Ordered  to  abate  and 
to  pay  costs.  Daily 
penalty  of  5/-  after 
21  days 

Abated.  Payment  of 
costs,  9/- 

148 

Porth 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (2  houses) 

149 

Forth 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  5/- 

150 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  10/- 

151 

Y strad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business  ... 

Payment  of  costs,  8/- 

152 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  on  weekly  half  holiday 

Discharged  with 
caution 

153 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Payment  of  costs,  8/- 

154 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

F.ned  £1 

155 

Porth 

M 99  99  99  M ••• 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  10/- 

156 

Porth 

Fined  10/- 

157 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  after  closing  time  . . . 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

158 

Porth 

9 9 99  9 9 99  P 

Fined  5/- 

159 

Porth 

99  99  99  99  99 

Causing  children  to  be  exposed 
whilst  suffering  from  scarlet 
fever 

Fined  5/- 

160 

Ystrad 

Fined  £3/10/0  and 
costs 

161 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  10/-  and  costs 

162 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (4  houses) 

Abated.  Payment  of 
costs 

163 

Porth 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  assist- 
ants’ weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  5/6 

164 

Porth 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  assist- 
ants’ weekly  half -holiday 

Payment  of  costs 

165 

Porth 

Shop  open  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  10/- 

166 

Porth 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  assist- 
ants’ weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  £1 

167 

Porth 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  10/- 

168 

Porth 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Payment  of  costs,  5,6 

169 

Porth 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances 

Abated.  Payment  of 

costs 

170 

Porth 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  £1 

171 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  10/- 

172 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business... 

Payment  of  costs  4/6 

173 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half  holiday 

Fined  10/- 

174 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business 

Payment  of  costs,  4 6 

175 

Y strad 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  5/- 

176 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  provide  seats  for  female 
shop  assistants 

Fined  15/- 

177 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  provide  seats  for  female 
shop  assistants 

Fined  15/- 

59 


Summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings  during  1918 — continued. 


No. 

Court. 

Offence. 

Result. 

178 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  assist- 
ants’weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  5/- 

179 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  as  to 
hours  of  employment  of  a 
young  person 

Fined  5/- 

180 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  5/- 

181 

Porth 

Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half- holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  7/- 

182 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances 

Ordered  to  abate  and 
to  pay  costs,  11/- 

183 

Ystrad 

11  11  11  11 

Abated.  Payment  of 
costs,  8/6 

184 

Ystrad 

Tipping  debris  into  brook 

Ordered  to  execute 
works  for  protec- 
tion of  brook 

DISINFECTION. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  during  1913  in 
the  methods  of  disinfection  followed  in  the  district.  After 
the  removal,  recovery,  or  death  of  each  person  notified 
as  suffering  from  one  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases, 
including  tuberculosis,  removable  articles,  presumably 
infected  and  capable  of  being  disinfected  by  superheated 
steam,  are  conveyed  in  special  vans  to  the  Tyntyla 
Isolation  Hospital,  where  they  are  subjected  to  steam 
disinfection  applied  by  means  of  an  “ E'quifex  ” dis- 
infector. After  the  removal  of  the  articles  referred  to, 
the  infected  rooms  at  the  houses  are  disinfected,  usually 
by  means  of  formaldehyde  gas  generated  by  the  appli- 
cation of  heat  to  formalin  tablets.  In  instances  where 
patients  remain  at  home  for  treatment  throughout  the 
infectious  stages  of  the  disease,  disinfectants  in  the  form 
of  tablets  of  corrosive  sublimate  are  provided  for  ordinary 
household  use,  printed  instructions  and  precautions  being 
left  for  the  guidance  of  the  users. 
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The  amount  of  disinfection  required  has  considerably 
increased  since  the  notification  of  all  cases  of  tuberculosis 
became  compulsory.  Owing  to  the  protracted  nature  of 
most  cases  of  this  disease,  disinfection  may  have  to  he 
carried  out  several  times  in  connection  with  each  case  in 
consequence  of  removal  from  home  to  hospital,  from  one 
house  to  another,  or  from  room  to  room  in  the  same  house. 

The  establishment  of  a disinfecting  and  cleansing 
station  for  the  whole  area  is  now  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, especially  in  conjunction  with  one  of  the 
destructors  which  are  now  being  built  or  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  build  in  the  near  future.  The  combustion  of 
the  refuse  offers  a good  opportunity  for  the  production 
of  the  steam  necessary  for  the  form  of  disinfection  now 
generally  practised  for  clothing  and  other  kinds  of  textile 
fabrics. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Rhondda  Urban  District,  considered  as  a whole, 
is  supplied  with  water  for  domestic  purposes  by  two  water 
authorities,  the  Council  undertaking  the  supply  of  the 
greater  portion  of  the  larger  valley,  and,  since  January 
1st,  1911,  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water 
Board  carries  out  a similar  duty  in  the  Rhondda  Fach 
Valley  and  the  lower  portion  of  Rhondda  Fawr.  Prior 
to  1911,  the  latter  area  was  supplied  by  the  Pontypridd 
Waterworks  Company,  whose  undertakings  were  acquired 
by  statute  by  the  Joint  Water  Board,  which  is  composed 
of  representatives  from  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda 
Urban  District  Councils. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  below  the  average  for 
the  area,  the  total  amount  measured  at  the  Fever  Hos- 
pital, Ystrad,  being  66.48  inches,  and  the  amount  at  Tre-. 
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herbert,  at  a higher  elevation  and  nearer  the  source  of 
supply,  was  99.37  inches,  the  average  annual  fall  for  the 
previous  ten  years  having  been  69  inches  at  the  former 
and  79.58  at  the  latter  situation.  When,  however,  the 
distribution  of  the  rainfall  over  the  twelve  months  is 
considered,  it  is  found  that  only  9 inches  fell  during  the 
middle  third  of  the  year,  and  during  that  period  a con- 
siderable curtailment  of  the  supply  had  to  be  resorted  to 
in  the  area  supplied  by  the  Council,  the  storage  capacity 
being  so  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  con- 
sumers during  drought.  The  period  for  which  a short 
supply  was  found  necessary  extended,  within  the  Coun- 
cil’s area  of  supply,  from  July  22nd  to  September  5th. 
Mr.  Octavius  Thomas,  the  Manager,  and  his  staff  gave  the 
public  ample  notice  by  printed  bills  and  otherwise  of  the 
arrangements  found  necessary,  the  area  being  divided 
into  several  sections  which  were  successively  supplied  for 
three  definite  hours  each  day.  The  definiteness  of  the 
arrangements  enabled  the  public  to  make  necessary  pro- 
vision for  each  day’s  consumption,  so  that  comparatively 
little  inconvenience  was  experienced  throughout  the 
Council’s  area  of  supply. 

The  Council’s  Area  of  Supply.  There  are  comprised 
within  the  area  supplied  by  the  Council  the  15,182  acres 
which  embrace  the  Rhondda  Fawr  Valley  from  its  upper 
end  to  a line  passing  through  Trealaw  and  Penygraig  in 
Wards  6 and  7 respectively.  Within  these  limits  are 
contained  14,948  dwelling-houses,  of  which  13,151  are 
supplied  from  the  Council’s  mains,  the  remainder  being 
served  from  the  various  sources  mentioned  below.  The 
main  source  of  supply  consists  of  water  derived  from  the 
sheep-grazing  uplands  where  the  Rhondda  Fawr  River 
has  its  origin  and  from  the  Selsig,  Ffernol,  and  some  un- 
named tributary  streams,  which  together  constitute  the 
normal  supply  to  the  Ty’nywaun  Reservoir  at  the  head 
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of  the  Rhondda  Fawr  Valley.  This  reservoir  has  a 
capacity  of  only  7,000,000  gallons,  which  constitute  the 
total  amount  of  reserve  possessed  by  the  Council  for  the 
supply  of  over  77,000  persons. 

The  water  before  its  distribution  to  the  consumers  is 
subjected  to  filtration  through  sand  in  the  form  of  five 
sand  beds  situated  at  the  Ty’nywaun  Waterworks.  The 
position  of  the  beds  and  of  the  service  tanks  makes  it 
possible  to  supply  by  gravitation  almost  the  whole  of  the 
houses  in  the  area  which  the  Council  have  undertaken  to 
supply,  the  main  exceptions  being  22  houses  in  Blaeny- 
cwm,  supplied  from  a small  tank  of  250  gallons’  capacity, 
which  is  fed  by  means  of  a small  water  ram,  and  400 
houses  in  Clydach  Vale,  the  needs  of  which  are  met  by 
water  pumped  into  a service  tank  of  a storage  capacity  of 
100,000  gallons. 

The  inadequacy  and  otherwise  unsatisfactory  charac- 
ter of  the  present  supply  of  some  houses,  situated  at  high 
elevations  and  not  at  present  supplied  by  the  Council, 
and  the  increasing  necessity  from  want  of  available  land 
in  lower  situations  to  build  dwelling-houses  above  the 
gravitation  line  of  the  present  works,  have  made  it  neces- 
sary to  consider  the  most  practicable  plan  to  adopt  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  these  circumstances,  and  the 
Council  are  at  present  disposed  to  favour  the  extension 
or  multiplication  of  the  present  pumping  arrangements  in 
preference  to  the  erection  of  filter  beds  at  a situation 
sufficiently  high  to  make  it  possible  to  supply  by  gravita- 
tion practically  all  the  houses  in  the  Council’s  area.  New 
filter  beds  will  be  required  in  any  case  owing  to  the  in- 
sufficiency of  the  present  filtering  area  in  relation  to  the 
quantity  of  water  filtered,  and  it  is  proposed  to  place  these 
partly  at  the  present  works  and  partly  on  some  land 
adjoining  the  present  site.  The  difficulties  of  the  Council 
in  this  matter  have  been  considerably  increased  owing  to 
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the  scarcity  of  suitable  land  which  might  be  utilised  for 
this  purpose,  the  ruggedness  and  instability  of  the  few 
plots  available  rendering  the  erection  of  the  beds  a costly 
operation,  and  their  permanent  stability  when  erected  a 
matter  of  considerable  uncertainty.  Provision  will  also 
be  necessary  for  dealing  with  the  plumbo-solvency  shown 
to  be  possessed  by  the  water  feeding  the  new  Llynfawr 
Beservoir.  The  water  from  one  or  two  of  the  sources  of’ 
supply  to  this  reservoir  is  at  times  markedly  plumbo- 
solvent,  but  recently  an  inquiry  into  the  character  of  the 
mixed  waters  has  served  to  prove  that  at  times  at  least 
the  result  of  the  interaction  between  the  waters  feeding 
the  reservoir  from  various  sources  is  to  produce  a water 
possessing  less  plumbo-solvency  than  some  of  the  contri- 
butory supplies.  Further  investigations  are,  however, 
necessary  to  determine  to  what  extent  this  quality  varies 
according  to  the  conditions  and  the  relative  quantities 
contributed  by  the  several  sources.  By  no  combination 
under  natural  conditions,  however,  is  it  to  be  expected 
that  the  resulting  mixture  will  become  devoid  of  plumbo- 
solvent  properties  and  thus  render  any  form  of  treatment 
unnecessary  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  consumers  against 
lead-poisoning. 

Mr.  Octavius  Thomas  has  furnished  me  with  the  infor- 
mation that  178  new  services  were  laid  on  to  dwelling- 
houses  during  the  year,  and  of  these  6 were  required  for 
old  houses  the  supplies  of  which  had  failed  or  proved 
unsatisfactory.  The  consumption  per  head  of  the  popu- 
lation, calculated  at  5.82  persons  per  house,  was  found 
to  amount  to  17.21  gallons  per  day  for  domestic  purposes 
and  .73  gallon  for  trade  purposes,  all  water  supplied  by 
meter  being  considered  to  belong  to  the  latter  category, 
and  therefore  to  include  water  supplied  to  schools  and  the 
fever  hospitals.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  consumption 
per  head  for  domestic  purposes  is  lower  than  that  for 
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the  previous  year  by  no  less  than  3.24  gallons,  and  this 
reduction  is  doubtless  attributable  to  the  length  of  time 
for  which  the  district  was  placed  on  short  supply  owing 
to  the  drought.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  portion 
of  the  Rhondda  supplied  by  the  Council  has  suffered  from 
the  inconvenience  and  risk  attendant  upon  a scarcity  of 
water  for  the  last  time,  at  least  for  many  years  to  come, 
for  by  the  year  1914  the  new  Llynfawr  Reservoir,  with 
its  storage  capacity  of  approximately  200,000,000  gallons, 
will  be  available  for  the  use  of  the  district. 

A considerable  number  of  houses  within  the  statutory 
limits  of  the  Council’s  supply  obtain  water  from  sources 
other  than  those  of  the  Council.  The  most  important 
groups  dependent  upon  distinct  supplies  are  the  follow- 
ing : — 

(1)  Fifty  houses  at  Fernhill. 

(2)  Fifty-one  houses  at  Caroline  Street,  Blaenrhondda. 

(3)  Over  100  houses  at  Blaenrhondda. 

(4)  Three  groups  at  Cwmparc  of  about  400,  44,  and 
19  houses  respectively,  with  separate  sources  of  supply. 

(5)  A small  group  at  Ystrad. 

(6)  About  300  at  Llwynypia. 

(7)  Nearly  1,000  houses  at  the  upper  end  of  Clydach 
Yale  supplied  by  the  Cambrian  Colliery  Company.  Two 
small  groups  of  46  and  50  houses  respectively  and  situated 
in  this  locality  also  derive  their  water  from  private 
sources. 

As  shortcomings  to  practically  all  these  supplies  may 
be  mentioned  the  uncertainty  of  the  sources,  periodical 
inadequacy,  want  of  purification,  and  danger  of  gross  con- 
tamination. The  most  important  and  one  of  the  most 
unsatisfactory  is  that  of  the  Cambrian  Colliery  Company 
with  its  exposed  gathering  ground,  want  of  protection  and 
purification,  inefficient  distribution,  and  periodical  failure 
of  the  ordinary  sources,  leading  to  the  necessity  to  supple- 
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ment  the  ordinary  supply  from  still  more  dangerous  and 
undesirable  sources. 

The  Supply  of  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint 
Water  Board.  The  portion  of  the  TJrban  District  not 
embraced  by  the  Council’s  area  of  supply  is  in  the  main 
dependent  upon  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint 
Water  Board,  whose  works  are  situated  at  Maerdy,  at  the 
head  of  the  Rhondda  Fach  or  lesser  valley.  The  works 
consist  of  two  reservoirs  with  the  capacity  of  200,000,000 
and  20,000,000  gallons  respectively  and  a number  of 
mechanical  filters  of  various  types  (Reeves’,  Candy’s,  and 
Bell’s).  There  has  also  been  recently  installed  a new 
plant  for  neutralising  the  plumbo-solvent  property  pos- 
sessed by  the  water  derived  from  some  very  peaty  portions 
of  the  Board’s  gathering  ground,  and  recent  examinations 
of  the  water  serve  to  show  that  its  condition  in  this  direc- 
tion has  been  much  improved  since  the  installation  has 
been  at  work,  although  there  still  remained  at  the  time 
the  samples  were  taken  a slight  degree  of  plumbo- 
solvency. 

Some  of  the  higher  districts  within  the  area  of  supply 
of  the  Joint  Water  Board  are  still  inadequately  supplied, 
and  complaints  of  this  nature  were  received  from  time 
to  time  in  the  course  of  the  year  from  these 
localities,  especially  Trealaw,  Trebanog,  Edmundstown, 
and  Williamstown.  It  is  understood  that  the  Board 
were  engaged  during  the  year  in  carrying  out 
distribution  works,  such  as  an  additional  or  larger  main 
in  Trealaw,  and  re-construction  or  enlargement  of  a tank 
at  Trebanog,  which  have  for  their  object  an  improvement 
in  the  distribution  in  the  districts  mentioned. 

There  are  about  600  houses  within  the  Board’s  area 
in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  which  do  not  receive  their 
supply  from  the  Board,  but  from  independent  sources. 
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This  number  is  distributed  in  various  groups,  the  most 
important  of  which  are  situated  at  Pontygwaith,  Hafod, 
Trebanog,  and  Penrhiwfer.  In  the  case  of  the  last- 
mentioned  and  other  and  smaller  groups  an  opportunity  to 
obtain  a supply  from  the  Board  has  not  been  given  to 
them  owing  to  the  absence  of  mains  in  those  localities, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Board  will  take  steps  to  meet  this 
want  as  soon  as  the  works  now  being  carried  out  at 
Trebanog  are  completed,  for  the  Penrhiwfer  area  is  now 
very  inadequately  supplied  from  unreliable  and  easily- 
contaminated  sources. 


ADMINISTRATION. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  two  important  changes  in 
the  personnel  of  the  staff  of  the  department  became  neces- 
sary owing  to  the  resignations  by  Dr.  J.  Lambie  and  Dr. 
J.  IV.  Gr.  Myler  of  the  posts  of  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  respec- 
tively in  order  to  occupy  more  responsible  and  remunera- 
tive posts.  The  two  vacancies  created  were  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Drs.  J.  P.  H.  Davies  and  W.  GL  Ilelsby, 
both  of  whom  previously  knew  and  were  known  to  the 
district,  and  were  consequently  much  assisted  in  adapting 
themselves  to  the  new  conditions  and  duties. 

The  year’s  work  presented  no  unusual  features,  and  rln: 
routine  work  served  to  enable  the  staff  to  adapt  itself  to 
the  changes  and  modifications  recently  introduced  largely 
in  consequence  of  fresh  legislation.  Much  of  the  time  of 
the  sanitary  inspectors,  under  the  immediate  supervision 
and  guidance  of  Inspector  J.  Towy  Thomas,  was  given  to 
work  done  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act, 
1909,  and  the  Regulations  made  thereunder,  the  initial 
inspections  being  the  duty  of  the  four  inspectors  appointed 
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mainly  for  that  purpose,  and  the  six  district  inspectors 
were  entrusted  with  the  more  difficult  and  exacting 
duties  of  advising,  warning,  or  encouraging  the  landlords 
in  accordance  with  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  latter. 
The  district  inspectors’  general  supervision  of  the  work 
was  not  only  of  great  assistance  to  conscientious  landlords 
in  securing  the  performance  of  satisfactory  work,  but  also 
served  as  a very  necessary  control  over  those  less  disposed 
to  act  conscientiously  and  in  the  interests  of  their  tenants 
as  well  as  themselves.  All  the  other  more  ordinary  work 
falling  within  the  range  of  a sanitary  inspector’s  duties 
was  performed  by  the  district  inspectors,  those  most 
recently  entrusted  with  districts  being  much  encouraged 
to  give  of  their  best  by  the  steadfastness,  impartiality,  and 
earnestness  to  which  we  have  long  been  accustomed  from 
the  older  and  more  experienced  members. 

The  two  Shops  Inspectors  performed,  in  addition  to 
their  duties  under  the  Shops  Acts,  certain  other  duties 
in  connection  with  the  pollution  of  rivers  and  the  trans- 
gression of  the  bye-laws  in  regard  to  the  deposit  of  refuse 
in  lanes  and  other  unauthorised  places  by  individual 
householders  and  the  irregular  hours  at  which  the  former 
duties  are  generally  performed  enabled  the  inspectors  to 
discover  the  commission  of  offences  which  otherwise  must 
have  escaped  detection.  In  the  performance  of  all  these 
duties,  the  inspectors  have  displayed  much  pertinacity, 
tact,  and  discretion. 

The  six  health  visitors  continue  to  share  their  time 
and  attention  between  the  duties  of  tuberculosis  nurses, 
school  nurses,  and  those  they  perform  under  the  Notifi- 
cation of  Births  Act,  and  the  details  are  referred  to  in 
the  several  sections  dealing  with  those  subjects.  Miss 
Hoyle  was  absent  through  ill-health  throughout  the  whole 
year,  her  duties  being  performed  by  Miss  Edith  Griffiths, 
temporarily  engaged  for  that  purpose,  All  the  health 


68 


visitors  have  now  been  sufficiently  long  engaged  under 
the  Council  to  enable  them  to  establish  very  cordial  and 
sympathetic  relations  with  the  women  and  children  within 
their  respective  districts,  and  the  value  of  their  work  is 
consequently  much  enhanced. 

There  was  only  one  change  in  the  clerical  staff 
throughout  the  year,  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Caradog  David 
having  led  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  H.  It.  Jones  as 
Medical  Inspection  Clerk.  Owing  to  the  additional  duties 
devolving  upon  the  department  in  consequence  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Regulations  and  general  increase  in  the  work 
of  the  department,  an  additional  clerk  was  appointed  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  H.  T.  Pr other oe.  As  in  the  previous 
year,  immediate  control  and  management  of  the  office 
work  in  detail  was  entrusted  to  the  Chief  Clerk,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Rees,  who  has  fully  justified  the  confidence  placed  in  him 
by  the  Committee  in  appointing  him  to  that  position  after 
a comparatively  short  experience,  and  he  has  been  loyally 
assisted  by  Mr.  A.  0.  Morgan. 


MILK  AND  OTHER  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

The  chief  powers  of  control  possessed  by  the  Council 
over  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk  are  provided 
by  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885, 
and  the  Regulations  made  thereunder,  the  latter  having 
been  in  force  in  the  district  since  April  1st,  1906.  Some 
powers  were  also  obtained  by  the  Council  in  their  Act  of 
1905  and  relate  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infec- 
tious disease  by  means  of  milk.  The  persons  now  engaged 
in  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk  in  the  district 
are  comprised  by  the  following  classes  in  the  numbers 
indicated : 
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Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  55 

Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  48 

Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  98 

Milk-shop  Keepers  ...  ...  92 


The  most  recent  general  inspection  made  gave  the 
number  of  cows  in  the  district  as  452,  yielding  according 
to  information  obtained  nearly  1,000  gallons  of  milk  per 
diem,  while  the  daily  quantity  of  milk  imported  into  the 
district  amounted  to  about  2,400  gallons,  so  that  the  total 
amount  of  milk  consumed  in  the  district  in  the  course  of 
a year  amounts  to  approximately  1^  million  gallons.  The 
outside  districts  contributing  most  largely  to  the  Rhondda 
milk  supply  are  Somersetshire,  Glamorganshire,  and 
Gloucestershire. 

Many  of  the  cowsheds  within  the  urban  area,  and 
registered  under  Parts  I.  and  II.  of  the  Regulations,  can- 
not be  considered  in  some  respects  well  adapted  for  the 
production  of  clean  milk.  The  majority  of  the  existing 
cowsheds  are  in  connection  with  farmhouses  situated  in 
isolated  positions  on  the  hill-sides  skirting  the  two  valleys. 
They  are  of  primitive  construction,  many  of  them  having 
stood  for  generations.  Speaking  generally,  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  drainage,  lighting,  and  ventilation  are 
defective,  the  internal  walls  are  not  finished  to  a smooth 
surface,  and  consequently  the  maintenance  of  cleanliness 
is  difficult.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  floors  are  made  of 
rough  stones,  imperfectly  jointed,  between  which  excre- 
tions can  percolate  to  contaminate  the  soil  underneath  or 
remain  in  small  accumulations  on  the  surface.  In  fact, 
nothing  short  of  re-construction  will  bring  a number  of 
cowsheds  within  the  district  in  line  with  modern  require- 
ments. 

The  293  premises  dealing  with  the  milk  supply  of  the 
district  were  periodically  inspected  during  the  year  by 
the  District  Inspectors  under  whose  supervision  they  are 
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placed.  In  this  connection,  power  has  been  granted  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  consult  a Veterinary 
Inspector  in  special  cases,  with  reference  more  particularly 
to  the  existence  of  cows  suspected  to  be  capable  of  convey- 
ing tuberculosis  to  consumers  of  the  milk  yielded  by  them. 

During  the  year,  periodical  visits  have  been  made  to 
the  37  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  district.  With 
regard  to  cleanliness  and  general  observance  of  the  bye- 
laws they  have  been  throughout  fairly  well  kept,  but  some 
of  them,  from  their  unsuitable  positions  and  structural 
condition,  call  for  abandonment. 

Seven  of  the  Council’s  inspectors  now  hold  certificates 
of  competence  in  the  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods, 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  private  slaughter- 
houses in  the  district,  their  scattered  positions,  and  the 
uncertainty  attaching  to  the  times  of  slaughtering,  this 
special  knowledge  cannot  be  applied  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  diseased  meat 
is  from  time  to  time  detected  and  dealt  with  to  the  extent 
indicated  in  an  earlier  portion  of  this  report.  It  is  now 
a matter  for  the  Council  to  consider  whether  the  time  has 
not  arrived  for  advantage  to  be  taken  of  the  powers  pos- 
sessed by  them  under  the  provisions  of  their  Act  of  1910 
to  acquire  by  agreement  any  slaughterhouse  within  the 
district  and  to  agree  with  the  owner,  lessee,  and  occupier 
of  any  slaughterhouse  for  the  abolition  of  slaughtering 
therein  on  such  terms  as  may  be  arranged  between  the 
parties  concerned. 

The  duty  of  administering  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
in  the  Council’s  area  is  discharged  by  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council. 
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POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS 

In  the  course  of  the  year  considerable  activity  has  been 
exercised  in  preventing  pollution  of  the  Rhondda  Rivers 
and  their  tributaries,  colliery  companies  being  the  prin- 
cipal offenders  in  this  direction. 

Refuse  tips  situated  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers  are 
the  main  source  of  pollution.  During  the  process  of  un- 
loading trams  and  wagons  much  of  the  refuse  gravitates 
at  the  time  of  unloading  on  to  the  water  side,  and  when 
heavy  flood  occurs  considerable  portions  at  the  base  of 
the  tips  so  formed  are  carried  away  by  the  force  of  the 
current,  to  be  deposited  in  the  course  of  the  river  on  low- 
lying  portions  of  the  district,  with  the  result  that  the 
river  bed  at  such  situations  becomes  raised,  whereas  the 
banks  become  relatively  shallower  and  the  dwelling- 
houses  situated  thereon  subject  to  periodical  inundations. 

During  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  and  August, 
the  four  Housing  Inspectors,  as  well  as  the  two  Shops 
Inspectors,  were  instructed  to  supplement  the  supervision 
already  carried  out  in  this  direction  by  the  District 
Inspectors  in  the  localities  most  seriously  affected  by 
tipping  operations.  As  a result  legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  against  24  offenders  under  the  provisions  vested 
in  the  Council  by  their  Special  Act  of  1910.  In  regard 
to  the  four  colliery  companies  which  were  proceeded 
against,  the  magistrates  viewed  the  position  with  some 
concern  and  adjourned  the  cases  to  enable  those  involved 
to  prepare,  for  the  approval  of  the  Council,  plans  and 
specifications  of  the  works  of  protection  necessary  to  meet 
the  requirements  laid  down  in  the  Act. 

The  undertakings  required  by  the  Court  and  given  by 
the  companies  concerned  have  been,  or  are  being,  carried 
out,  substantial  walls,  culverts,  &c.,  costing  considerable 
sums  of  money,  being  constructed  in  many  instances.  In 


the  case  of  some  companies,  ordinary  representations  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  were  sufficient  to  lead  to  the 
erection  of  river  protection  works  opposite  their  refuse 
tips,  sidings,  and  yards. 

In  many  other  instances  individual  offenders  were 
successfully  prosecuted  for  polluting  a river  or  stream, 
the  form  of  pollution  usually  detected  being  the  casting 
of  house  refuse  into  the  river,  although  the  daily  collection 
of  such  refuse  is  in  vogue  in  the  district. 


HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  previous  year,  the  number  of 
houses  passed  for  occupation  in  the  course  of  1913  showed 
a marked  decrease  as  compared  with  the  immediately  pre- 
ceding years.  During  the  year  under  review,  only  358 
new  houses  were  certified  as  ready  for  occupation,  and  it 
is  necessary  to  look  back  to  1902  to  find  a smaller  aggregate 
of  houses  passed  in  one  year.  Moreover,  when  allowance 
is  made  for  the  comparatively  large  number  of  91  houses 
which  were  either  abandoned  or  demolished,  the  figure  is 
still  more  unfavourable,  as  a nett  increase  of  only  267 
houses  can  be  recorded  as  additions  to  the  total  number 
of  habitable  houses  available  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  increase  in  the  population.  This  increase  is  estimated 
at  4,186  persons,  who  required  for  their  reception  no 
fewer  than  721  houses  at  5.8  persons  per  house,  or  nearly 
three  times  as  many  as  the  number  actually  passed  for 
occupation.  It  thus  behoves  the  Council,  in  view  of  the 
failure  of  private  enterprise  to  meet  the  requirements,  to 
undertake  the  erection  of  a sufficient  number  of  houses 
for  the  proper  and  adequate  accommodation  of  the  surplus 
population,  as  otherwise  there  will  be  a continuation  of 
the  process  of  progressively  increasing  overcrowding  with 
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all  its  attendant  evils  which  has  been  going  on  for  the 
last  three  years.  It  is  true  that  the  scheme  of  the  Council 
for  the  erection  of  about  150  houses  on  7 acres  of  land  at 
Penygraig  is  now  awaiting  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  that  another  scheme  for  the  pro- 
vision of,  ultimately,  about  300  houses  at  Fernhill  by  the 
local  colliery  company  is  now  being  promoted,  but  a con- 
sideration of  the  character  of  the  houses  to  be  thus  pro- 
vided convinces  me  that  the  proportion  of  small  houses  in 
the  schemes  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  class  of  tenants 
whose  needs  are  already  most  inadequately  met.  In  this 
connection  it  is  also  important  to  remember  that  the 
immediate  result  of  the  adoption  in  1913  and  the  early 
enforcement  of  the  Regulations  which  have  been  drawn 
up  by  the  Council  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  will  be  the  abandonment 
for  separate  occupation  of  about  300  under-tenements  or 
cellars  and  the  temporary  vacation  of  a large  number  of 
others  while  they  are  being  altered  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  Regulations.  The  application  of  these  Regu- 
lations will  thus  result  in  the  displacement  of  not  fewer 
than  1,500  persons,  the  majority  of  whom  are  among  the 
submerged  section  of  the  community  and  will  be  unable 
to  afford  to  occupy  houses  for  which  an  annual  rent  of 
£16  or  more  is  demanded. 

The  appended  table  sets  out  the  number  of  houses 
passed  for  occupation  in  each  year  since  1898. 

In  1898  there  were  317  new  houses  passed  for  occupation 
„ 1899 
„ 1900 
„ 1901 
„ 1902 
„ 1903 
„ 1904 


157 

148 

187 

334 

483 

594 
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1905  there  were  317  new  houses  passed  for  occupation. 

1906  „ 879 

1907  „ 827 

1908  „ 829 

1909  „ 1,025 

1910  „ 926 

1911  „ 769 

1912  „ 439 

1913  „ 358 


The  local  distribution  of  the  newly-erected  houses  has 
been  far  from  uniform  throughout  the  whole  area,  as 
shown  in  the  following  table:  — 


26  houses  were  passed  for  occupation  in  No.  1 Ward. 
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20 
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„ 3 
» 4 
„ 5 
„ 6 
„ 7 
„ 8 
» 9 
„ 10 


if 

if 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 
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358 


Rhondda 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  greatest  activity  has  been 
shown  in  Wards  2 and  10,  situated  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  Rhondda  Fawr  and  Rhondda  Fach  Valleys  respec- 
tively, whereas  least  enterprise  has  been  shown  in  Ward 
8,  at  the  junction  of  the  two  valleys  at  Porth. 

During  1913,  plans  for  325  dwelling-houses,  9 shops 
and  dwelling-houses  combined,  11  lock-up  shops,  1 club, 
6 halls  and  theatres,  3 chapels  or  vestries,  16  stables,  and 
15  coach-houses  were  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 


75 


Council  (Table  48).  It  is  significant  that  no  plans  of  new 
streets  were  received  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  & c., 
ACT,  1909. 

The  systematic  house-to-house  inspection  of  the  dis- 
trict, instituted  in  1912,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  and  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  made  there- 
under, was  continued  during  the  year  and  resulted  in  the 
inspection  of  5,563  houses.  This  number  does  not  com- 
pare favourably  with  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
factor  responsible  for  the  diminution  in  the  number  of 
houses  inspected  was  the  withdrawal  of  the  four  Housing 
Inspectors  from  this  work  during  portions  of  May,  June, 
July,  and  August,  to  perform  work  of  urgency  in  other 
directions,  particularly  the  prevention  of  river  pollution, 
and  the  depositing  of  refuse  in  back  lanes  and  open  spaces 
by  householders  habitually  given  to  this  practice.  In 
this  connection  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  64 
offenders,  particulars  of  which  are  given  in  tabulated 
summary  in  a previous  portion  of  the  report. 

Of  the  5,563  houses  inspected,  nuisances  and  defects 
requiring  action  were  found  to  exist  in  4,886  houses, 
leaving  677,  or  12.2  per  cent,  of  the  number  inspected, 
without  any  serious  observable  defects,  the  inspection  in 
each  instance  being  made  to  take  advantage  of  powers 
possessed  in  addition  to  those  under  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

Among  the  many  factors  responsible  for  the  high  per- 
centage of  defects  may  be  mentioned  the  following : — 


Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909  : Inspections  made  and 
Notices  served  during  1913. 
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1 

1 

1 

147 

64 

59 

59 

24 

62 

Trehei  bert  . . 
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5 

9 

— 

83 

43 

39 

39 

1 

32 

Stanieytown . . 
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61 

61 

37 

59 
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6 

10 
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68 

132 
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15 
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5',  563 

2,031 

2,855 

2,855 

677 

1,043 
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(1)  The  thoroughness  of  the  inspection  made  in  regard 
to  structural  defects. 

(2)  Increased  vigilance  in  dealing  with  unclean  and 
slovenly  occupiers. 

(3)  The  extensive  use  made  of  the  Council’s  Private 
Acts,  especially  the  section  in  the  Act  of  1905  relating  to 
the  provision  of  150  square  feet  of  paved  area  for  each 
dwelling-house.  The  provisions  of  this  section  have  also 
indirectly  enabled  the  Council  to  have  carried  out  im- 
provements of  a highly  beneficial  character  by  requiring 
the  removal  of  ground  contiguous  to  the  walls  of  living 
and  sleeping  rooms,  in  some  instances  to  a height  of  16 
feet,  and  thereby  providing  additional  area  by  the  subse- 
quent erection  of  retaining  walls  and  the  extension  of  the 
already  existing  paved  yards. 

Action  to  abate  nuisances  and  to  remedy  sanitary 
defects  in  respect  of  2/031  of  the  houses  inspected  was 
taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing,  Town  Plan- 
ning, &c.,  Act,  1909,  but  the  limitations  imposed  by 
Section  14  made  it  necessary  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  in  respect  of  the  remaining 
2,885  houses  inspected  and  found  in  a condition 
remediable  by  the  application  of  those  provisions. 

Reference  to  Table  II.  below  will  show  that  notices 
served  in  respect  of  3,575  houses  remained  uncomplied 
with  in  1912,  as  against  4,929  at  the  close  of  the  year 
under  review.  Of  this  number,  1,897  are  notices  served 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c,, 
Act,  1909.  Section  15  of  which  confers  upon  the  Council  the 
power, — which  they  have  decided  to  act  upon, — of  carry- 
ing out  the  work  themselves  in  instances  where  landlords 
have  been  in  default,  the  section  also  providing  for  the 
payment  by  the  landlord  of  the  cost  incurred  by  instal- 
ments over  a period  not  exceeding  that  of  the  interest  of 
the  landlord  in  the  house,  nor  in  any  case  five  years,  with 
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interest  at  a rate  not  exceeding  five  per  cent.  Of  tlie 
remaining  3,032  notices  served  nnder  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  which  have  not  been  satisfactorily  complied 
with,  1,646  relate  to  houses  owned  by  the  various  colliery 
companies  and  other  combinations,  which,  in  responding 
to  the  requirements,  make  provision  for  dealing  with  a 
large  number  of  houses  taken  in  succession.  Some  of 
these  bodies,  however,  are  somewhat  dilatory  in  their 
methods  and  the  intervention  of  the  Council  under  Sec- 
tion 15  is  much  to  be  desired  for  the  purpose  of  hastening 
the  rate  of  progress  in  this  direction. 

Individual  owners  have  experienced  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  securing  skilled  labour  to  execute  the  works 
which  they  were  called  upon  to  carry  out ; consequently 
in  the  case  of  a large  percentage  of  the  remaining  1,386 
houses  the  work  has  been  only  partially  done,  and  much 
still  remains  unattended  to,  although  the  schemes  of 
repairs,  taken  in  their  entirety,  may  be  said  to  be  in  hand, 
hence  the  comparatively  small  number  of  22  owners  of 
41  houses  whom  it  was  found  necessary  to  prosecute  for 
non-compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Council. 

Of  the  1,043  occupiers  served  with  preliminary  notices, 
it  was  only  found  necessary  to  serve  504  with  statutory 
notices,  of  which  465  were  satisfactorily  complied  with. 
It  is  thus  seen  that  the  systematic  inspection  carried  out 
under  the  Act  has  led  to  action  against  a large  number  of 
tenants  (as  well  as  owners)  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances 
which  they  themselves  have  caused  and  have  allowed  to 
continue  although  in  a position  to  abate  them. 

The  supervision  of  constructive  work  by  the  District 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  in  respect  of  notices  served  under 
the  Housing  Acts,  has  been  exceptionally  onerous  during 
the  year,  no  fewer  than  32,230  visits  having  been  made 
by  them  to  premises  in  this  connection  in  the  course  of 
the  year. 


House-tO-House  Inspection* — Work  Executed  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909. 
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Table  III.  sets  out  in  detail  the  amount  of  work 
executed  and  nuisances  abated,  the  aggregate  number 
reaching — after  grouping  of  similar  defects — 15,239,  an 
increase  of  5,049  on  the  previous  year. 

Procedure  under  Section  17  of  the  Act.  In 
this  connection  it  is  necessary  to  point  out  that  the 
Council  decided  at  the  outset — when  the  scheme  of  re- 
organisation of  the  sanitary  staff  was  adopted — to  take 
advantage  of  Section  15,  and  to  proceed  by  way  of  notices 
under  that  section,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  to  all  the 
extent  possible  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  serve  closing 
orders. 

A striking  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the  procedure 
adopted  is  afforded  by  the  fact  that  notices  in  respect  of 
3,525  houses  were  satisfactorily  complied  with  during  the 
year. 

However,  the  inspections  made  served  to  disclose  the 
existence  of  91  houses  in  such  a state  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  and  upon  representations  to  the  Coun- 
cil, closing  orders  were  made  in  respect  thereof  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  17  (2)  of  the  Act. 

No  action  has  yet  been  taken  under  Section  18  as 
regards  demolition,  but  11  of  the  houses  closed  were 
voluntarily  demolished  by  the  owners. 

No  closing  orders  were  determined  during  the  year  in 
accordance  with  Section  17  (6),  but  15  of  the  houses  in 
respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made,  were  repaired 
and  rendered  fit  for  habitation  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  the  formal  determination  of  the  orders  will  fall 
after  the  termination  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  concerning  some 
of  the  aspects  of  the  work  carried  on  in  the  course  of  the 
year;— r 
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The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  1 

under  and  for  the  purposes  of  Section  17  f 5,563 
of  the  Act  of  1909 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  ' 
inspection  were  considered  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the 
Local  Authority  with  a view  to  the  making 
of  closing  orders 

The  number  of  closing  orders  made 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects 
in  which  were  remedied  without  the 
making  of  closing  orders 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after 
the  making  of  closing  orders  were  put  into 
a fit  state  for  human  habitation 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist 
may  be  stated  to  have  been  as  follows : — 

1.  Dilapidated  walls,  roofs,  and  chimney  stacks. 

2.  Dilapidated  internal  walls,  partitions,  ceilings,  and 

floors. 

3.  Earth  in  close  contiguity  to  walls  of  living  and 

sleeping  rooms. 

4.  No  drainage  system. 

5.  No  proper  water  supply. 

6.  Dilapidations  and  defects  of  W.C.’s,  including 

absence  or  deficiency  of  flushing  appliances. 

7.  Dilapidated,  or  absence  of,  back  yard  paving. 

8.  Defective  eave  gutters  and  spouts. 

9.  Defective  drains,  including  insufficient  ventilation 

by  shafts  and  defective  trapping, 


91 


I 91 

f 91 
[ 3,525 


15 
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10.  Dampness  of  walls  due  to  (a)  perished  or  inefficient 

mortar,  (b)  absence  or  inefficiency  of  damp-proof 
course,  (c)  contiguity  of  damp  soil. 

11.  Defective  or  unopenable  windows. 

42.  Deficient  means  of  ventilation  of  bedrooms. 

Careful  reference  to  the  table  on  page  80  relating  to 
the  work  executed  as  a result  of  the  scheme  of  house-to- 
house  inspection  adopted  in  the  district  and  referred  to 
in  detail  in  the  previous  year’s  report,  will  serve  to  show 
the  enormous  amount  of  sanitary  constructive  work  car- 
ried out  by  way  of  repairs.  The  improvements  resulting 
therefrom  are  particularly  noticeable  upon  re-visits  to 
premises  which  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  scheme. 
Among  the  many  conspicuous  improvements  that  present 
themselves  on  re-inspection  may  be  mentioned  the  absence 
of  ground  contiguous  to  the  back  walls,  repaired  and 
extended  paved  yards,  cemented  external  walls,  and 
repairs  and  painting  of  all  external  woodwork. 

Overcrowding  was  discovered  in  109  houses,  only  58 
of  which  were  overcrowded  on  the  basis  adopted  in  the 
census  returns,  viz.,  more  than  two  persons  to  a room. 

Fifty  of  the  above  number  were  occupied  by  one  family 
each,  10  by  one  family  and  lodgers,  and  49  by  more  than 
one  family. 

After  a few  years  of  the  administration  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  and  of  the  consequences 
of  the  impetus  which  this  Act’s  enactment  has  served  to 
give  to  the  inspection  and  improvement  of  the  condition 
of  houses  of  the  working  classes  in  this  district,  it  is 
particularly  encouraging  to  observe  that  one  of  the  results 
has  been  the  marked  beneficial  influence  which  the 
repairs  and  improvements  carried  out  in  the  houses  have 
so  generally  exercised  upon  the  habits  and  mode  of  living 
of  the  people  most  immediately  concerned.  It  has  been 
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repeatedly  observed  by  those  of  ns  who  have  the  most 
frequent  opportunities  to  form  trustworthy  opinions  that 
tenants,  subsequent  to  extensive  and  appreciable  improve- 
ments carried  out  at  their  houses,  have  taken  much  more 
pride  in  the  proper  and  sanitary  maintenance  of  their 
dwellings.  In  this  way  the  landlords  also  directly  benefit 
as  more  consideration  for  their  improved  houses  is  enter- 
tained by  the  tenants.  In  such  instances  the  immediate 
environment  also  shares  in  the  improvement,  the  in- 
creased general  cleanliness  and  the  comparative  absence 
of  accumulations  of  rubbish  of  all  kinds  being  observable 
in  many  instances.  The  improvement  referred  to  cannot 
but  react  favourably  upon  the  contentment  and  efficiency 
of  those  most  exposed  to  its  influence,  and  among  the 
good  results  are  many  remote  but  less  easily  observed 
benefits. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1912. 

Inspectors  Thos.  Osborne  and  Richard  Thwaites,  who 
were  appointed  by  the  Council  in  1912  and  were  given  as 
their  most  important  duty  the  supervision  of  the  shops  in 
the  district,  have  succeeded  by  their  activity  in  con- 
vincing those  most  affected  with  the  earnest  intention  of 
the  Council  to  have  the  Shops  Acts  administered  through- 
out the  district  with  thoroughness  and  impartiality. 

Much  confusion  and  some  dissatisfaction  among  traders 
as  well  as  the  public  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  the 
diversity  in  the  closing  hours  in  various  portions  of  the 
district.  Efforts  were  made  during  the  year  by  confer- 
ences between  the  several  Chambers  of  Trade,  Shop  Assis- 
tants’ Union,  and  the  Health  Committee  and  by  other 
means  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  some  unanimity  of 
opinion  and  of  adopting  some  common  data  upon  which 
to  frame  an  order  of  a more  uniform  character  for  the 
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whole  area,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  a general  under- 
standing has  been  attained.  On  the  10th  of  January, 
1913,  the  Council  affixed  its  seal  to  a general  Order  for 
the  whole  area  regarding  the  weekly  half-holiday  for  noil- 
exempted  shops,  Thursday  from  1 p.m.  being  the  day 
fixed  for  such  shops  in  the  Rhondda,  Urban  District. 

The  inspectors  obtained  information  at  the  2,859  shops 
now  on  the  register,  and  the  above  table  gives  a sum- 
mary of  the  information  thus  obtained.  In  addition  to 
the  86  instances  of  shops  in  respect  of  which  legal  action 
was  taken,  ten  itinerant  vendors  trading  in  the  district 
were  proceeded  against,  eight  of  them  for  selling  goods 
on  the  weekly  half-holiday  and  the  other  two  for  wilfully 
obstructing  the  inspectors. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  ACT,  1903. 

The  bye-laws  framed  under  the  Employment  of 
Children  Act,  1903,  by  the  Council  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Home  Secretary  in  1907,  and  have  since  been 
administered  in  the  Rhondda  by  the  Police  Authorities 
of  the  County  of  Glamorgan,  Mr.  W.  P.  Nicholas,  the 
Clerk  to  the  Council,  instituting  and  conducting  the  prose- 
cutions on  information  laid  by  them. 

It  would  be  very  appropriate,  however,  if  the  Shops 
Inspectors  engaged  by  the  Council  be  empowered  to 
administer  these  bye-laws  in  certain  directions,  as  the 
performance  of  their  present  duties  under  the  Shops  Acts 
would  enable  them  to  discover,  without  any  special  pro- 
vision or  arrangements,  infringements  against  the  Em- 
ployment of  Children  Act  bye-laws  also. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Section  132  of  this  Act,  which  became  operative  on 
J annary  1st,  1902,  requires  that : — “ The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  every  District  Council  shall,  in  his  annual 
report  to  them,  report  specially  on  the  administration  of 
this  Act  in  workshops  and  workplaces,  and  he  shall  send 
a copy  of  his  annual  leport,  or  so  much  of  it  as  deals  with 
this  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. ” 

The  number  of  workshops  distributed  throughout  the 
district  amounts  to  1,247. 

There  have  been  some  fluctuations  in  the  various 
trades  during  the  year  under  review,  but  the  aggregate 
number  of  factories  and  workshops  remains  the  same  as 
that  of  the  previous  year.  As  will  be  seen  by  the 
appended  table,  the  trades  carried  on  are  such  as  are 
incidental  to  any  large  community,  and  the  workshops, 
though  numerous,  are  small. 

During  the  year,  436  visits  were  made  by  the  District 
Inspectors  to  factories  and  workshops  within  the  Urban 
area  in  regard  to  cleanliness,  ventilation,  air  space, 
drainage,  and  closet  accommodation.  When  defects  were 
discovered  in  any  of  these  directions,  notices  were  served 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
and  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  all  of  which  were 
satisfactorily  complied  with. 

There  are  167  bakehouses  in  the  district,  or  7 more 
than  in  the  previous  year.  These  received  806  visits  of 
inspection  during  the  year.  Generally  speaking,  they 
are  small  and,  with  few  exceptions,  each  gives  employ- 
ment to  only  one  or  two  persons.  Underground  bake- 
houses, in  the  full  sense  of  the  term,  do  not  exist  through- 
out the  urban  area. 
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There  are  practically  no  outworkers  engaged  in  the 
district. 

All  plans  for  new  workshops  come  before  the  Surveyor’s 
and  Medical  Officer’s  Departments  before  being  submitted 
to  the  appropriate  Committees  for  consideration,  and 
adequate  and  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  is  required 
in  all  cases. 


Workshops  and  Workplaces  in  the  Rhondda  in  Wards 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Total 

Bootmakers 

13 

12 

23 

14 

16 

20 

14 

13 

15 

14 

154 

Bakers 

15 

22 

27 

13 

18 

11 

16 

16 

15 

21 

174 

Blacksmiths 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

23 

Barbers 

14 

15 

11 

10 

17 

13 

11 

14 

17 

12 

134 

Carpenters 

7 

9 

11 

9 

4 

6 

5 

9 

14 

10 

84 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

11 

14 

13 

13 

11 

15 

6 

10 

16 

7 

116 

Coachmakers 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

10 

Cycle  Repairers  ... 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

9 

Dressmakers 

22 

27 

26 

17 

15 

18 

6 

15 

20 

24 

190 

Dressmakers  and 
Milliners  (Comb.) 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

3 

4 

18 

Glaziers 

2 

2 

3 

3 



2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

17 

Jewellers 

7 

4 

4 

2 

1 

6 

l 

4 

3 

5 

37 

Milliners 

10 

15 

12 

5 

5 

10 

7 

4 

6 

6 

80 

Picture  Framers  ... 

1 

2 

4 

3 







1 

1 

12 

Printers 

1 

1 

— 

1 





_ 

2 

1 

6 

Plumbers 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 



3 

20 

Saddlers 

2 



1 





1 

1 

2 



2 

9 

Monumental 

Masons... 

3 

3 

2 

1 

9 

Sweet  Makers 

1 



2 

1 

4 

Tailors 

8 

9 

21 

5 

4 

6 

4 

5 

4 

6 

72 

Tinmen 



1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

Quarries 

5 

6 

4 

9 

5 

6 

6 

3 

10 

6 

60 

Total 

127 

149 

174 

110 

104 1 127 

85 

111 

132 

128 

1247 

* 


■ 


- 


a 
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Table  1. 

Population  of  tlie  Phondda  Y alley  since  1801. 


Houses. 

Persons.  1 

0) 

~ a3 

rr. 

Year. 

. 

In- 

habited. 

Unin- 

habit- 

ed. 

Build- 

ing. 

Males 

Females. 

Total. 

G 3 

O O 

gffi 

dn 

alSOl 

265 

277 

542 

1811 

283 

293 

576 

1821 

309 

338 

647 

1831 

277 

265 

542 

1841 

386 

362 

748 

1851 

493 

458 

951 

1861 

561 

107 

5 

1,669 

1,366 

3,035 

5*4 

1871 

2,710 

32 

62 

9,559 

7,355 

16,914 

6 2 

61871 

23,950 

1881 

9,193 

340 

158 

30,877 

24,755 

55,632 

6 0 

1891 

13,551 

146 

374 

50,174 

38,177 

88,351 

6*5 

1901 

19,210 

368 

112 

62,315 

51,420 

113,735 

5-92 

1911 

83,209 

69,572 

152,781 

1913 

162,137 

NOTES. 

(а)  The  census  returns  for  1801  include  Rhigos,  which  is  not 

within  the  present  area  of  the  Rhondda  District. 

(б)  Portions  of  the  Llanwonno  and  Llantrisant  Districts  were 

added  to  the  Rhondda  District  on  October  1st,  1879. 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  population  in  the  enlarged 
area  in  1871  at  23,950. 
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Table  la. 


The  chief  occupations  of  males  and  females,  aged  10 
years  and  upwards,  in  the  Rhondda  at  the  time  of  the 
last  Census  (1911). 


Ages  of  Males  10  years 
and  upwards. 

Males. 

Occupied  and 
Unoccupied. 

Females. 

Ages  of  Females  10  years 
and  upwards. 

10  to  15. 

15  to  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Total  Males. 

83,209 

20,017 

63,192 

All  ages 

Under  10  years 

10  years  and  upwards 

69,572 

20.154 

49,418 

Unmarried. 

Married  or 
Widowed. 

10  to  15. 

15  to  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Occupations  at  ages  10  years 
and  upwards. 

7,846 

53,726 

1,620 

63,192 

Total  occupied  and  unoccupied  . . 

19,229 

30,189 

7,708 

39,904 

1,806 

6,043 

823 

542 

7,408 

Retired  or  unoccupied 

13,696 

28,617 

7,445 

33,185 

1.683 

1,803 

52,903 

1,078 

55,784 

Engaged  in  occupations 

5,533 

1,572 

263 

6,719 

123 

9 

86 

95 

National  Government 

43 

5 

1 

47 

565 

■ 2 

667 

Local  Government 

6 

5 

— 

11 

— 

_ 

134 

— 

134 

Army  and  Navy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



138 

10 

148 

Clergymen,  Priests,  and  Ministers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



14 

1 

15 

Barristers  and  Solicitors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



66 



66 

Medical  Practitioners 

— 



— 

— 

— 



322 



322 

Teaching 

524 

118 

1 

641 

— 



8 

2 

10 

Engineers  and  Surveyors 

— 



— 

— 

— 

2 

167 

12 

181 

Domestic  Offices  or  Services 

2,574 

310 

184 

2,675 

25 

6 

890 

17 

913 

Commercial  Occupations 

49 

— 

1 

48 

— 

Conveyance  of  Men,  Goods  and 

152 

1,453 

21 

1,626 

I 

Messages 

6 

2 

1 

7 

— 

4 

159 

17 

180 

Agriculture 

9 

6 

2 

11 

2 

Coal  and  Shale  Mining 

1,240 

24,681 

266 

26,187 

Workers  at  the  Face 

_ 





— 

— 

94 

11,668 

272 

11,934 

Other  Workers  below  ground 

— 





— 

— 

65 

2,831 

128 

3,024 

Workers  above  ground 

— 





— 

— 

Metals,  Machines,  Implements  and 

26 

1,390 

35 

1,450 

Conveyances 

4 

4 

— 

8 

19 

2,180 

84 

2,283 

Building  and  Works  of  Construction 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

44 

775 

36 

855 

Dress 

1,40s 

229 

37 

1,584 

16 

77 

2.097 

56 

2,230 

Food, 

Tobacco,  Drink  and  Lodging 

414 

595 

13 

942 

54 

Retired  (not  Army  or  Navy)  Pen- 

— 

176 

358 

534 

sioners 

5 

17 

— 

7 

15 

— 

5 

8 

13 

Private  Means 

10 

43 

— 

31 

22 

6,109 

4,021 

295 

10,425 

Others 

14,177 

28,852 

7,46833,889 

1,672 
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Table  1b. 

Population  of  the  Rhondda  at  the  1911  Census  classi- 
fied in  accordance  with  the  place  of  birth.  (From  Census 
(1911)  returns,  issued  in  1913). 


Birth  place.  Males. 

Rhondda  36,127 

Glamorganshire  12,695 

(Admin.  C ty  outside  Rhondda). 

Gloucestershire  3,855 

Cardiganshire  3,210 

Somersetshire  3,570 

Monmouthshire  2,637 

Carmarthenshire  2,622 

Aberdare  2,187 

Pembrokeshire  2,185 

Merionethshire  1,789 

London  1,105 


Females. 

Total. 

Percentiige 
proporticn 
to  total. 

35,070 

71,797 

46.9 

11,757 

24,452 

16.0 

2,263 

6,118 

4.0 

2,395 

5,605 

3.6 

1,879  • 

5,449 

3.5 

2,438 

5,075 

3.3 

1,979 

4,601 

3.0 

2,002 

4,189 

2.7 

1,471 

3,656 

2.4 

1,041 

2,830 

1.8 

576 

1,681 

1.1 
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Table  2. 

Rateable  and  Assessable  Values  of  the  Rhondda  Urban  District. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  John  Hopkins,  Accountant  to 
the  Council,  for  the  following  statement:  — 


Year 
ending 
31st  March. 

1896 

Rateable 

Value. 

£ R. 

409,807  2 

d. 

6 ... 

Assessable 

Value. 

341,050  13 

d. 

11 

General  District 
Rate  in  the  £ 
per  annum, 
a.  d. 

...  2 6 

1897 

443,290 

0 

0 ... 

371,927 

4 

7 

...  2 

6 

1898 

451,977 

5 

0 ... 

379,042 

3 

9 

...  2 

6 

1899 

462,354 

1 

6 ... 

387,533 

3 

6 

...  2 

6 

1900 

463,387 

12 

6 ... 

387,549 

19 

9 

...  2 

9 

1901 

490,352 

15 

0 ... 

413,620 

18 

4 

...  2 

9 

1902 

481,521 

10 

0 ... 

404,692 

18 

4 

...  3 

0 

1903 

539,336 

15 

0 ... 

464,698 

15 

5 

...  3 

0 

1904 

515,731 

0 

0 ... 

444,285 

10 

0 

...  3 

8 

1905 

527,210 

5 

0 ... 

453,629 

0 

0 

...  3 

2 

1906 

520,041 

10 

0 ... 

441,745 

1 

8 

...  3 

0 

1907 

534,772 

15 

0 ... 

455,087 

5 

0 

...  3 

0 

1908 

569,169 

10 

0 ... 

486,645 

16 

8 

...  3 

3 

1909 

622,832  10 

0 ... 

540,429 

15 

10 

...  3 

6 

1910 

646,069 

0 

0 ... 

561,456 

7 

11 

...  3 

3 

1911 

643,471 

0 

0 ... 

556,621 

5 

10 

...  3 

3 

1912 

617,992  15 

0 ... 

545,344 

12 

6 

...  3 

3 

1913 

616,381 

15 

0 ... 

541,432 

14 

7 

...  3 

6 

1914 

698,065 

10 

o ... 

623  339 

16 

8 

...  3 

3 

A penny  rate  on  the  Assessable  Value  produces  £2597  9s.  2d 
(Gross). 

An  analysis  of  the  Rateable  values  of  the  houses  in  the  District 
gives  the  following  result : — 


£100  and  upwards  ...  ...  ...  .47 

Between  £50  and  £100  ...  .51 

„ £25  and  £50  ...  ...  2.26 

„ £10  and  £25  31.03 

Below  £10  ...  ,..  ...  ...  65.73 


100.00 
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Table  3. 

Showing  the  actual  number  of  Births  in  the  Rhondda, 
and  the  Birth-rates  during  the  years  1893 — 1913. 


Year. 

Total 

Birth  rate 

Average  of 

Births. 

per  1,000. 

Ten  Years. 

1893 

4,149 

... 

44.3 

1894 

3,715 

... 

38.7 

1895 

4,245 

... 

43.1 

1896 

4,328 

... 

42.9 

1897 

4,109 

39.7 

h 

40.7 

1898 

4,120 

... 

38.8 

1899 

4,089 

... 

37.5 

1900 

4,469 

... 

40.0 

1901 

4,586 

40.0 

1902 

4,937 

... 

41.8, 

1903 

4,897 

... 

40.3] 

1904 

4,860 

... 

38.8 

1905 

4,664 

... 

36.2 

1906 

4,751 

... 

35.8 

1907 

4,831 

35.3 

1908 

5,454 

38.7 

> 

37.0 

1909 

5,577 

... 

38.4 

1910 

5,628 

37.7 

1911 

5,491 

35.7 

1912 

5.236 

33.1 

1913 

5,505 

34.0 

Table  4. 

Comparative  Birth-rate  Table  for  1913. 


England  and  Wales 
Rural  England  and  Wales 
96  Great  Towns 
145  Smaller  Towns  ... 

Rhondda 


Birth-rate 
per  1,000 

23.9 

22.3 

25.1 

23.9 

34.0 
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Table  5. 

The  number  of  houses,  estimated  population,  number  of 
births,  and  birth-rate  per  1,000  for  each  Ward. 


Ward. 

Number  of 
occupied 
houses. 

Estimated 
population  to 
m dale  of  1913. 

Number 

of 

Births. 

Birth-rate 

per 

1,000. 

1 

2,432 

14,635 

556 

38.0 

2 

2,887 

17,217 

564 

32.7 

3 

2,158 

12,292 

345 

28.1 

4 

2,165 

12,592 

421 

33.4 

5 

2,685 

15,885 

555 

34.9 

6 

2,521 

15,127 

566 

37.4 

7 

2,316 

12,223 

467 

38.2 

8 

3,417 

17,755 

519 

29.2 

9 

. 3,958 

24,529 

837 

34.1 

10 

3,197 

19,882 

649 

32.6 

Inward  Transfers 

26 

.2 

Rhondda 

27,736 

162,137 

5,505 

34.0 
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Table  6. 

Showing  the  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  in  the 
Rhondda. 


In  1895  there  was  a number  equivalent  to  26  per  1,000  ol  total  births. 


„ 1896.  ' 

7 7 

7 7 

24 

79 

„ 1897' 

7 } 

V 

23 

77 

,,  1898  there  were 

105,  equal  to 

25  per 

1,000  of  total  births 

„ 1899 

75,  „ 

18 

7 7 

„ 1900 

HI,  „ 

21 

7 9 

77 

?,  1901 

7 7 

97,  ,, 

21 

>> 

)) 

,,  1902 

7 7 

97, 

15 

77 

77 

„ 1903 

77 

115,  „ 

23 

77 

,, 

„ 1904  ' 

77 

100,  „ 

20 

77 

77 

„ 1905 

77 

100, 

21 

7 7 

77 

„ 1906 

101,  „ 

21 

77 

77 

„ 1907 

77 

107,  „ 

22 

77 

77 

,,  1908 

7 7 

119, 

22 

77 

») 

,,  1909 

77 

130,  „ 

23 

77 

77 

„ 1910 

7 7 

121, 

21 

79 

7 7 

„ 191 i 1 

7 7 

136, 

25 

77 

79 

„ 1912 

7 7 

160,  „ 

31 

77 

■ 7 

„ 1913 

7 7 

147,  „ 

27 

79 

7 1 

99 


Table  7. 

Number  of  Birtlis,  Birth-rate,  number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age,  Infantile  Mortality-rate, 
number  of  Deaths,  and  Death-rate  in  each  year  since  1891. 


Yeah. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Births. 

General 
Birth-rate 
per  1,000- 

1 

Number  of 
deaths  of 
children 
under  one 
year  of  age. 

Infantile 

Mortality- 

rate 

per  1,000 
births. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

General 
Heat  li- 
ra te 

per  1,000. 

1891 

3,935 

44  3 

862 

219 

2,255 

25  4 

1892 

3 916 

42  9 

757 

193 

1,804 

19  8 

1893 

4,149 

44-3 

932 

225 

2,132 

22  8 

1894 

3 715 

38  7 

757 

2C4 

1,706 

177 

1895 

4,245 

43  T 

997 

235 

2,246 

22*8 

1896 

4,323 

42-9 

855 

19S 

2,105 

20*8 

1897 

4,109 

39  7 

838 

204 

2,049 

20*1 

1898 

4,120 

38-8 

793 

192 

1,979 

18-8 

1899 

4,089 

37-5 

1,016 

248 

2,419 

22*4 

1900 

4,469 

40-0 

839 

188 

2,181 

19*9 

1901 

4.586 

40 -C 

1,020 

222 

2,431 

21*2 

1902 

4,937 

41*8 

883 

179 

2,190 

18*6 

1903 

4,897 

40  3 

778 

159 

1.998 

16*4 

1901 

4,860 

3S*8 

925 

; 190 

2,345 

18-7 

1905 

4,664 

36*2 

927 

199 

2 40 1 

18*6 

1906 

4,751 

35  8 

821 

173 

2 074 

15*6 

1907 

4,831 

35*3 

782 

162 

2,133 

156 

1908 

5.454 

38-7 

1,002 

184 

2 516 

17  9 

1909 

5 577 

38-4 

724 

130 

2,231 

15-4 

1910 

5,628 

37*7 

770 

S 137 

2,181 

14-6 

1911 

5,491 

35  7 

902 

104 

2,352 

15*3 

1912 

5,236 

33  T 

666 

127 

2,182 

13*8 

1913 

5,505 

34  0 

766 

139 

2,360 

146 

100 


Table  8. 

Showing  the  number  of  houses,  estimated  population, 
number  of  deaths,  and  death-rate  per  1,000  for  each  Ward. 


Wards. 

Number  of 
occupied 
houses. 

Estimated 
population  to 
middle  of  1913. 

Number  of 
deaths  from, 
all  causes 

Death-rate 

per 

1,000. 

1 

2,432 

14,635 

214 

14.6 

2 

2,887 

17,217 

...  235 

13.6 

3 

2,158 

12,292 

182 

14.8 

4 

2,165 

12,592 

188 

14.9 

5 

2,685 

15,885 

244 

15.4 

6 

2,521 

15,127 

241 

15.9 

7 

2,316 

12,223 

243 

19.9 

8 

3,417 

17,755 

264 

14.9 

9 

3,958 

24,529 

299 

12.2 

10 

3,197 

19,882 

250 

12.6 

Rhondda 

27,736 

162,137 

..  2,360 

14.6 

101 


Table  9. 

Death-rates  in  the  96  Great  Towns  of  England  and 
Wales,  1913,  based  upon  the  estimated  populations  at 
Midsummer,  and  compiled  from  the  four  quarterly  returns 
of  the  Registrar-General. 


Town 

Death 

rate. 

Town 

Death- 

rate. 

1 Ilford 

, , 

8-3 

49  Nottingham  . . 

. # 

14  2 

2 Ealing 

, # 

8-9 

50  Swansea 

, . 

14  3 

3 Gillingham  .. 

94 

51  Great  Yarmouth 

144 

4 Hornsey 

, , 

9 4 

52  Barrow-in-Furness 

. . 

14*5 

5 Enfield 

# . 

97 

53  Birkenhead  . . 

14*5 

6 Eastbourne  .. 

. . 

9*9 

54  Gateshead 

. * 

14.5 

7 Walthamstow 

. . 

9 9 

55  Huddersfield 

14*5 

8 Bournemouth 

, , 

10*1 

56  West  Ham  . . 

. # 

145 

9 East  Ham 

10  T 

57  Blackpool 

14-6 

10  Southend-on-Sea 

. . 

10T 

58  Birmingham 

. . 

14*7 

11  Willesden 

, , 

101 

59  Carlisle 

# , 

14-8 

12  Leyton 

10*5 

60  Hull 

. . 

14*8 

13  Wimbledon  .. 

# , 

10-5 

61  Bradford 

* , 

14-9 

14  Devonport 

. . 

109 

62  Rochdale 

# . 

150 

15  Tottenham  .. 

110 

63  Rotherham  . . 

, # 

15  0 

16  Acton 

. . 

11  3 

64  Bury 

15*1 

17  Reading 

• • 

11-3 

65  Newcastle-on -Tyne 

. . 

15*1 

18  Wallasey 

. » 

11*3 

66  Stockport 

• . 

15*3 

19  Croydon 

• • 

11-6 

67  Tynemouth  . . 

15*3 

20  Edmonton 

• • 

11*6 

68  Warrington  .. 

• . 

15*3 

21  Cambridge  . . 

„ . 

11*7 

69  Halifax 

15*4 

22  Coventry 

11  7 

70  Leeds 

, . 

15*4 

23  Swindon 

, , 

120 

71  Blackburn 

, , 

35*6 

24  Portsmouth  .. 

# , 

122 

72  Manchester  .. 

, , 

15  6 

25  Lincoln 

, , 

12*3 

73  Plymouth 

, , 

15-6 

26  Derby 

12*5 

74  Bolton 

# . 

15*7 

27  York 

• • 

12*5 

75  Wolverhampton 

# . 

15*7 

28  Northampton 

12*6 

76  Salford 

15*8 

29  Oxford 

. . 

12*6 

77  Sheffield 

15  8 

30  Bristol 

12*7 

78  Barnsley 

15*9 

31  Hastings 

• • 

127 

79  West  Hartlepool 

. # 

36*2 

32  Newport  (Mon.) 

, , 

12*7 

80  Aberdare 

16*3 

33  Southampton 

. . 

12  7 

81  Burnley 

165 

34  Southport 

12  7 

82  Dewsbury 

16*8 

35  Grimsby 

# . 

13*0 

83  Dudley 

16*8 

36  Bath 

. . 

131 

84  Oldham 

, . 

16  8 

37  Leicester 

, , 

13  3 

85  Walsall 

16*9 

38  Merthyr  Tydfil 

• , 

13*3 

86  Preston 

* . 

170 

39  Smethwick  .. 

13*3 

87  Bootle 

, , 

17*1 

40  Cardiff 

13*4 

88  South  Shields 

17*5 

41  Brighton 

# , 

13*5 

89  Middlesbrough 

, , 

17*6 

42  Gloucester 

, , 

13  5 

90  West  Bromwich 

17*6 

43  Ipswich 

13*6 

91  Sunderland  .. 

17'8 

44  Wakefield 

# . 

13*6 

92  Liverpool 

. . 

18*0 

45  Darlington  .. 

, . 

13*8 

93  Stockton-on-Tees 

, , 

18*2 

46  Norwich 

, . 

13*9 

94  Wigan 

, . 

18*3 

47  Rhondda 

, , 

14  0 

95  Stoke-on-Trent 

18*7 

48  London 

14*2 

96  St.  Helens 

18*9 

diseases  per  1,000  births  during  1903-13. 
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Table  11. 


Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  different  Wards 
during  1913,  from  the  following  diseases  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Ward  1 

Ward  2 

Ward  3 

Ward  4 

Ward  5 

Ward  6 

!>. 

rCS 

c3 

£ 

00 

"■a 

£ 

Ward  9 

' <6' 

cS 

Measles 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

W hooping  Cough 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Membranous  Croup 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Diarrhoea  ... 

16 

12 

12 

17 

12 

24 

5 

6 

16 

12 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

-- 

Accidents  (General) 

2 

I 

1 

— 

2 

3 

2 

4 

— 

164 

Table  12. 

Showing  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Rhondda  from 
the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  since  1893. 


X 

O 

oi 

<5 

$ . 

tc 

a 

.2 

Fjevers. 

Diarrhoea. 

— .2  a3  . 

© ■ 
3 te  ■ 

Average 

Zymotic 

Year 

k 

7. 

c3 

0> 

s 

+3 

a 

CO 

vv  noop 
Conyl 

O) 

*E3 

3« 

S E 

os 

S3 

C 

P- 

>. 

6 i 

'C  1 
© 

a - 
W G 

©I 

a.  = 
z V3 
o o 
o 

2 s g 

S3  ^ E 

o *r 
»*S 

>i  ce 

S3  © 

Q 

Death- 
rate  of 
Ten 
Years. 

1893  ] 

43 

23 

12 

30 

- 

91 

1 

85 

286 

3-0 

1894  . 

13 

12 

30 

29 

- 

28 

— 

28 

140 

1-4 

1895  . 

79 

27 

72 

66 

- 

25 

— 

75 

344 

3 4 

1896  _ 

38 

43 

63 

54 

- 

28 

3 

144 

373 

3-6 

1897  - 

138 

19 

52 

78 

_ 

28 



61 

376 

3-6 

1 

1 

1898  . 

. 16 

14 

33 

146 

- 

40 

1 

105 

355 

33 

y 3-5 

1 

1899  . 

- •- 

10 

70 

186 

- 

55 

— 

169 

489 

44 

1900  - 

- 121 

35 

58 

125 

- 

24 

— 

118 

481 

4-3 

1901  . 

3 

43 

33 

135 

- 

53 

— 

327 

595 

5 2 

1902 

1 109 

27 

40 

81 

- 

21 

— 

109 

389 

3-3 

1903  . 

8 

38 

52 

42 

- 

44 

— 

109 

293 

2-4 

1904 

- 102 

20 

53 

32 

- 

42 

— 

211 

460 

3 ‘7 

1905 

- 84 

11 

55 

16 

- 

15 

1 

172 

354 

2-7 

1906 

- 24 

9 

27 

25 

- 

20 

— 

206 

311 

2*4 

1907 

- 68 

9 

26 

20 

- 

22 

— 

147 

292 

21 

1908 

- 102 

7 

54 

32 

- 

21 

— 

319 

535 

3*8 

26 

1909 

- 47 

15 

27 

35 

- 

4 

— 

130 

258 

1-8 

1910 

- 25 

24 

41 

15 

- 

12 

— 

115 

232 

1-6 

1911 

- 144 

19 

18 

21 

- 

18 

— 

313 

533 

3*5 

1912 

- 127 

19 

80 

19 

- 

16 

— 

39 

300 

1-9 

J 

1913  1 

- 57 

22 

15 

53 

- 

12 

1 

174 

334 

2 1 

Zymotic 

Death-rate 
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Table  14. 

Actual  number  of  Deaths  from  All  Causes  and  from  the 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  each  Ward  during  1913. 


Wards. 

Population. 

All  Causes. 

Zymotic 

J Small  Pox. 

1 

Measles. 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

| Whooping 
Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

[ Typhoid 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1 

14,635 

214 

29 

— 

— 

2 

4 

5 

— 

18 

2 

17,217 

235 

31 

— 

12 

1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

3 

12,292 

182 

25 

— 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

13 

4 

12,592 

188 

32 

— 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

22 

5 

15,885 

244 

34 

— 

4 

1 

1 

3 

5 

20 

6 

15,127 

241 

47 

— 

11 

1 

3 

— 

— 

32 

7 

12,223 

243 

34 

— 

11 

7 

— 

4 

— 

12 

8 

17,755 

264 

35 

— 

11 

4 

— 

11 

2 

7 

9 

24,529 

299 

41 

— 

5 

2 

— 

13 

— 

21 

10 

19,882 

250 

26 

— 

— 

1 

2 

8 

— 

15 

Rhondda 

162,137 

2,360 

334 

— 

57 

22 

15 

53 

13 

174 

107 


Table  15. 


The  Death-rate  per  1,000  from  All  Causes  and  from  the 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  10  Wards  during  1913. 


Wards. 

All  Causes. 

Zymotic. 

X 

o 

a, 

cS 

~n 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea  and 

Epidemic 

Enteritis. 

l 

14-6 

2-0 

— 

— 

•14 

*27 

•34 

— 

1-23 

2 

136 

1-8 

— 

•70 

•06 

*06 

*06 

T2 

*81 

3 

14*8 

2-0 

- 

*16 

•16 

•24 

*16 

•24 

ro6 

4 

14*9 

2*5 

- 

*08 

*08 

*08 

•48 

*08 

1-75 

5 

15*4 

2-1 

- 

*25 

*06 

*06 

•19 

•31 

1-26 

6 

ih-9 

31 

- 

"73 

*07 

•20 

— 

— 

2-12 

7 

19-9 

2*8 

- 

•90 

•57 

— 

•33 

— 

*98 

8 

14*9 

2*0 

- 

•62 

•23 

— 

•62 

•11 

*39 

9 

122 

1'7 

- 

•20 

•08 

— 

*53 

— 

•86 

10 

12’6 

1*3 

- 

— 

•05 

*10 

•40 

— 

•75 

Rhondda 

14*6 

21 

— 

•35 

14 

09 

1 

•33 

•08 

107 

Table  16. 
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Erysipelas. 

1 O C5  CO  05 

•O'ps'jj  j *P  T*  c>3  04 

1 

1 

•30ST33  |§  3 S M 

j CO  i— 1 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

CO  il  CO  >o 

| 9 9 9 9 

1 

1 

'S0sr;3  | °g  ® ^ 50 

1 Enteric 

1 Fever. 

Tf  lO  tH  CO 

| ^ T <?•  t* 

1 

•S0S133 

1 

lO  E»  o to 

00  CM  03  -H 

1— 1 

Diphtheria.  | 

1 

•0'J'B^J  | 

j 

1*55 

3*02 

•79 

1*50 

•S0STJ3 

1,198 

558 

65 

176 

Scarlet  Fever 

•0TO 

1 to  os  co  r-* 

1 00  00  05  !>• 

CO  03 

‘S0S133 

3,740 

902 

327 

325 

Small-pox. 

• 

1 $11 

•S0S133 

1 co  | | 

5X61  1° 
gjppiui  0q}  ui 
uoiq,e|ndo<j 
pa^nuii^sa 

770,962 

184,633 

82,548 

117,328 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Administrative  County 

County  Boroughs : — 

Cardiff  

Merthyr  Tydfil 

Swansea 

109 


Table  17. 


Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
and  Rural  Districts  in  the  County  of  Glamorgan. 


in  the  Urban 


0) 

5 ©> 

Small 

Scarlet 

Diph- 

Enteric 

Puer- 

Erysi- 

pelas. 

pox. 

Fever. 

theria. 

Fever. 

peral 

Fever. 

s O ° 

co 

V 

O 

C/3 

03 

<v 

co 

o> 

6 

CO 

a> 

ci 

qj 

a5 

<u 

<v 

© S 

ci 

O 

cc 

a; 

6 

c£ 

CO 

cfi 

u 

ci 

to 

co 

O 

ce 

PP 

Cfi 

c3 

-u> 

si 

Ph 

CO 

si 

o 

c3 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Urban  Districts  : — 

Aberavon 

10,896 

_ 

_ 

18 

P65 

13 

1-19 

_ 

2 

078 

A herd  are 

51,819 

_ 

- 

321 

6-19 

32 

0*62 

5 

0-10 

2 

0'04 

22 

0*42 

Barry 

Bridgend 

34.655 

8,249 

- 

101 

44 

291 

5*33 

105 

7 

3*03 

0-85 

17 

4 

0-49 

0*48 

— 

42 

1 

1 *21 
07  2 

Briton  Ferry  ... 

8,671 

_ 

_ 

4 

0*46 

3 

0-35 



Caerphilly 

35,096 

_ 

_ 

181 

5*16 

62 

177 

8 

0-23 

2 

0*06 

14 

0'40 

Cow  bridge 

1,162 

37,942 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 







Gelligaer 

_ 

_ 

246 

6‘48 

73 

1-92 

5 

073 

9 

0-05 

17 

075 

Glyncorrwg 

8,984 

_ 

_ 

17 

T89 



3 

033 

7 

078 

Maesteg 

26,297 

_ 

_ 

49 

1*86 

21 

0-80 

1 

0-04 

1 

0-04 

9 

0‘34 

Margam 

15,468 

_ 

_ 

15 

0-97 

58 

375 



20 

1*29 

Mountain  Ash  ... 

43,723 

_ 

173 

396 

55 

1-26 

8 

078 

3 

0*07 

21 

0-48 

Neath 

18,097 

_ 

_ 

80 

4-42 

24 

1*33 

4 

0.22 

11 

0'61 

Ogmore  & Ganv 

27,646 

_ 

_ 

156 

564 

31 

1*12 

o 

0-07 

4 

074 

5 

078 

Oystermouth  ... 

6,315 

_ 

_ 

22 

3-48 

20 

377 

4 

0-63 

1 

076 

4 

0.63 

Penarth 

15,654 

_ 

_ 

65 

4*15 

13 

0‘83 

1 

0’06 

3 

079 

Pontypridd 

44,654 

_ 

_ 

326 

7-30 

23 

0o2 

33 

074 

2 

C75 

19 

0*43 

Porthcawl 

3,652 

_ 

22 

6*02 





1 

0'27 

Rhondda 

157,951 

- 

- 

939 

594 

306 

1-94 

50 

032 

1 

20 

*13 

82 

052 

Rural  Districts:  — 

Cowbridge 

8,081 

_ 

- 

19 

2-35 

17 

2*10 

_ 

8 

099 

Gower 

Llandaff  & Dinas 

8,802 

- 

_ 

18 

2-04 

3 

0-34 

2 

0*23 

— 

— 

3 

0'34 

Powis 

Llantrisant  and 

34.545 

- 

- 

189 

5‘47 

106 

3-07 

6 

077 

1 

0‘03 

12 

0-35 

Llantwit  Fardre 
Neath 

Penybont 

Pontardawe 

Swansea 

18,228 

_ 

- 

169 

9'27 

34 

1*87 

6 

033 

9 

079 

43,378 

- 

- 

291 

671 

•77 

178 

13 

0*30 

2 

0'05 

16 

0’37 

23,118 

32,897 

_ 

56 

92 

2*42 

2*80, 

32 

19 

T38 

0’58. 

10 

0*43 

1 

0*04 

19 

14 

0-82 

073 

44,981 

108 

2*40 

53 

118 

4 

0’09 

7 

076 

19 

072 

110 


Table  18, 

Showing  the  number  of  cases,  and  incidence  of  the 


Notifiable  Diseases  in  the  Rhondda,  since  compulsory 


notification 

was 

adopted  in 

1894. 

Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Incidence  per 
1,000  of 
Population. 

1894 

625 

95,904 

6.6 

1895 

933 

98,356 

9.5 

1896 

1,241 

100,870 

12.3 

1897 

1,031 

103,445 

9.9 

1898 

1,652 

106,094 

15.6 

1899 

2,700 

108,807 

24.8 

1900 

3,214 

111,587 

28.8 

1901 

3,039 

114,587 

26.5 

1902 

1,879 

118,020 

15.9 

1903 

1,597 

121,557 

13.1 

1904 

1,240 

125,199 

9.9 

1905 

534 

128,951 

4.1 

1906 

779 

132,814 

5.9 

1907 

773 

136,794 

5.7 

1908 

862 

140,894 

6.1 

1909 

1,091 

145,116 

7.5 

1910 

1,530 

149,464 

10.2 

1911 

1,240 

153,775 

8.1 

1912 

1,300 

157,951 

8.2 

1913 

1,397 

162,137 

8.6 

Table  19. — Scarlet  Fever  Notifications  in  the  Ten  Wards,  1894-1913. 
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Table  20. — Scarlet  Fever  cases  notified  each  month  in  the  respective  Wards  in  the  Rhondda  daring  1913. 
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Table  21. 

Ages  of  those  attacked  with  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
Rhondda  during  1913. 


Ages. 

Under 

1 Year. 

1 to  2 

Y ears. 

| 2 to  3 

! Yeais. 

| 3 to  4 

Years 

1 4 to  5 

Years. 

| 5 to  12 

| Years. 

! 12  to  15 

Years. 

| 15  to  25 

Years. 

m tz 

eg  ^ 

£ * 
d. 

V* 

o 

bfi 

< 

Cases 

12 

42 

69 

115 

109 

445 

68 

50 

29 

939 

Deaths 

2 

3 

7 

1 

— 

i 

— 

2 

— 

22 

Per  Cent,  of  Deaths  to 
Cases. 

16*7 

71 

10-1 

*9 

— 

1-6 

— 

4-0 

— 

2*3 

114 


Table  22. 

Number  of  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
Rhondda,  with  case-mortality  during  the  years  1894 — 
1913. 


Number  of 
Cases 

Year. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 


Number 

Mortality 

of 

per  cent. 

Deaths. 

of  Cases. 

12 

• •• 

2.7 

27 

2.7 

43 

4.4 

19 

3.1 

14 

3.4 

10 

... 

1.8 

35 

1.9 

43 

3.0 

27 

4.3 

38 

4.3 

20 

3.4 

11 

5.4 

9 

2.5 

9 

... 

2.6 

7 

1.4 

15 

... 

1.9 

24 

1.9 

19 

2.1 

19 

2.1 

22 

2.3 

115 


Table  23. 

Scarlet  Fever  Notifications,  1913,  and  ages  of  those 

attacked. 


Wards. 

j Under  1 Year. 

j 1 to  2 Years. 

| 2 to  3 Years. 

i 

1 3 to  4 Years. 

i 

i 4 to  5 Years. 

1 1 

1 

| 5 to  12  Years. 

1 

j 12  to  15  Years. 

j 15  to  25  Years. 

j 25  Years  and 
Upwards. 

Total. 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

10 

11 

31 

4 

4 



65 

2 

3 

7 

10 

28 

18 

65 

10 

4 

2 

147 

3 

— 

1 

2 

6 

12 

34 

2 

4 

3 

64 

4 

1 

— 

5 

3 

8 

26 

2 

4 

2 

51 

1 

5 

2 

4 

6 

7 

11 

34 

7 

3 

4 

78 

6 

— 

2 

1 

2 

6 

24 

4 

— 

— 

39 

7 

2 

7 

9 

11 

10 

49 

14 

7 

5 

114 

8 

1 

1 

4 

14 

4 

25 

1 

3 

— 

53 

9 

3 

6 

17 

18 

15 

72 

6 

7 

8 

152 

10 

— 

12 

12 

16 

14 

85 

18 

14 

5 

176 

Rhondda 

12 

42 

69  | 

115 

109  j 

415 

68 

50 

29  j 

939 

116 


Table  24- 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  in  the  Rhondda  during  1913. 


Wards. 

Total  Cases. 

1 

<v 

Cl  . 

03  ® 
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Table  25. 


Particulars  as  to  the  number  of  occupants  in  Scarlet 
Fever-infected  houses. 
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! 6't 
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1 6-7 

Table  26. — Diphtheria  Notifications  in  the  Ten  Wards  1894—1913. 
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Table  27  — The  number  of  Cases  uotified,  and  Deaths  registered  from  Diphtlieiia  during  each  month 
for  the  ten  years  1904 — 1913. 
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Totals  .. 

Table  28— Diphtheria  Cases  notified  each  month  in  the  respective  Wards  in  the  Rhondda  during  1918. 
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Table  29. 


Ages  of  those  attacked  with  Diphtheria  in  the  Rhondda 
during  1913,  with  case  death-rate. 
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Table  30. 

Diphtheria  Cases  in  1913,  and  ages  of  those  attacked. 


Table  31. 


Diphtheria  Cases  in  the  Rhondda  during  1913. 
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Table  32. 

Particulars  as  to  the  number  of  occupants  in 
Diphtheria  infected  houses  during  1913. 


Wards 

Number  of 
Houses. 

Number  of  Houses, 
leiting  Lodgings. 

Number  of  Occupants. 

Persons  per 

House. 
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63 

Table  33 — Typhoid  Fever  Notifications. 
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Table  34 — Typhoid  Fever  cases  notified  each  month  in  the  respective  Wards  in  the  Rhondda  during  1913. 
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Table  35. 


Typhoid  Fever  in  the  Rhondda  during  1913,  and  ages 
of  those  attacked,  with  case  death-rate. 
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Table  36. 

Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  the 
number  of  deaths,  and  the  case  mortality  since  1894. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

1894 

155 

1895 

153 

1896 

153 

1897 

210 

1898 

361 

1899 

362 

1900 

172 

1901 

308 

1902 

117 

1903 

275 

1904 

480 

1905 

108 

1906 

126 

1907 

149 

1908 

96 

1909 

47 

1910 

88 

1911 

138 

19L2 

71 

1913 

50 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Mortality 
per  ceut. 
of  Cases. 

28 

18.0 

25 

16.0 

28 

18.0 

28 

13.0 

40 

11.0 

55 

15.0 

24 

13.9 

53 

16.8 

22 

18.8 

44 

16.0 

42 

8.7 

16 

14.8 

20 

15.9 

22 

14.8 

21 

21.9 

4 

8.5 

12 

13.6 

18 

13.0 

16 

13 

22.5 

26.0 

Table  37. 

Typhoid  Fever  Notifications,  1913,  and  ages  of  those 
attacked. 
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— 
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Table  38. 


Particulars  as  to  the  number  of  occupants  in  Typhoid 
Fever-infected  Houses  during  1913. 


Wards. 

o . 

. Oi 

1 2 
c © 

Number  of 
Houses  letting 
Lodgings. 

Number  of  Occupants. 

Persons 

per 

House. 

Occu- 

piers. 

Lodgers. 

Total. 

1 

1 

— 

7 

— 

7 

7 0 

2 

3 

2 

16 

10 

26 

8-7 

3 

3 

2 

19 

5 

24 

8-0 

4 

2 

2 

8 

2 

10 

5-0 

5 

7 

6 

34 

24 

58 

8-3 

b 

7 

4 

3 

22 

8 

30 

8-0 

8 

9 

5 

56 

9 

65 

7-2 

9 

5 

2 

30 

3 

33 

7-0 

10 

2 

2 

7 

5 

12 

6-0 

Rhondda 

3fi 

24 

199 

66 

265 

74 

131 


Table  39. 

Details  of  Inspected  Houses  in  which  Notifiable  Infec 
tious  Disease  occurred  during  1913. 


Wards. 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

Number  of 
Houses  letting 
lodgings. 

Number  of  Occupants.  | 

Persons 

per 

House. 

Occupiers 

Lodgers. 

Total. 

1 

86 

36 

463 

94 

557 

6 5 

2 

134 

72 

695 

189 

884 

6-6 

3 

79 

41 

400 

95 

495 

6*3 

4 

99 

46 

535 

120 

655 

6-6 

5 

97 

66 

518 

177 

695 

7-2 

6 

44 

24 

221 

73 

294 

6-7 

>T 

t 

119 

62 

643 

186 

829 

7.0 

8 

103 

54 

549 

100 

649 

6*3 

9 

197 

122 

1,072 

302 

1,374 

7*0 

10 

231 

119 

1,164 

269 

1,433 

6*2 

P.hondda 

1,189 

642 

6 260 

1,605 

7,865 

6 6 

Tabls  40. — Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  in  the  7th,  8th,  9th  and  10th  months  together  with  the 
rainfall,  and  earth  temperature  at  a depth  of.  four  feet. 
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Table  41. — Puerperal  Fever  Notifications 
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Table  42. 


Showing  the  number  of  deaths  and  death-rate  from 
Puerperal  Fever  in  the  Rhondda  during  the  years  1893  — 


1931. 


Number 

Death-rate 

A>erage 

of 

per 

of 

Year?. 

Deaths. 

1,000. 

Ten  Years. 

1893 

20 

.2i 

1894 

17 

.17 

1895 

12 

.12 

1896 

21 

.20 

1897 

10 

.09 

1898 

4 

.03 

► .14 

1899 

16 

.14 

1900 

9 

.08 

1901 

21 

.18 

1902 

23 

.19  ' 

1903 

11 

.09  > 

1904 

9 

.07 

1905 

4 

.03 

1906 

8 

.06 

1907 

16 

.12 

• .06 

1908 

11 

.08 

1909 

5 

.04 

1910 

7 

.05 

1911 

8 

.05 

1912 

5 

•03 

1918 

13 

.08 

185 


Table  43 

Showing  the  number  of  deaths  and  death-rate  from 
Phthisis  in  the  Rhondda  during  the  years  1898—1913. 


Number 

Death- 

Average 

Year. 

of 

rate 

of  Ten 

Deaths. 

per  1,000. 

Y ears. 

1893 

... 

77 

... 

.82  - 

1894 

90 

... 

.93 

1 

1895 

82 

... 

.83 

1896 

89 

.88 

1897 

108 

1.04 

1898 

103 

.97 

| .88 

1899 

... 

94 

... 

.86 

1900 

83 

.74 

1901 

... 

107 

.93 

1902 

99 

.84  j 

! 

1903 

90 

.75  ' 

1904 

... 

115 

.92 

1905 

... 

91 

... 

.71 

1906 

... 

82 

... 

.62 

1907 

99 

.72 

i 

r .74 

1908 

103 

.73 

1909 

... 

110 

.76 

1910 

113 

.76 

1911 

113 

... 

.73 

1912 

105 

•66  J 

1913 

123 

76 

Table  44, 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  persons  over 
TO  years  of  age,  of  known  occupation,  who  died  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — . 


Brewers 
Carpenter 
Charwoman 
Clerks 
Colliers  ... 

Colliery  Engine-drivers 
J Hauliers 

,,  Labourers 

,,  Lampmen 

,,  Ostler 

,,  Repairers 

,,  Riders 

,,  Shackler 

,,  Timbermen 

Draper 
Dressmakers 
Grocer 

Labourers  (General) 
Masons  ... 

Music  Teacher 
Postihan 

Servants  (Domestic) 

Tailots 

Wheelwright 


Table  45 

Causes  of  Death  as  recorded  by  Coroner’s  Inquests. 


Year. 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Accidents  in  Collieries  . . 

56 

213 

54 

55 

48 

66 

~60~ 

51~ 

53~ 

~61_ 

Alcoholism 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Aneurism 

1 



— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 



Apoplexy 

3 

— 

1 

4 

2 

3 

2 

4 

2 

3 

Blood  Poisoning 

1 

1 

— ■ 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

feurns 

7 

8 

6 

9 

16 

15 

12 

12 

8 

10 

Cancer 

— 

— 

— 







: 



1 

- 

Convulsions 

Crushed  by  Cart 

11 

4 

2 

6 

7 

3 

6 

5 

4 

8 

1 

Crushed  by  Falling  Building 

Crushed  by  Locomotive 

1 

Crushed  by  Railway  Wagon 

— 

— 

1 





2 





1 

3 

Crushed  by  Wheel 

— 







. 

H 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 



— 





1 

1 

1 

1 

Drowning 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

2 

10 

2 

8 

5 

Epileptic  Seizure 

— 

— 

— 





3 

2 

2 

2 

Explosion 

— 

— 

1 

— 



' 



Exposure 

Falls 

8 

10 

5 

13 

8 

10 

7 

8 

5 

12 

Foreign  body  in  Air  Passage 

— 

— 

— 

1 



1 

Found  Dead 

1 

- — ■" 

I 



1 



1 

■ 

1 

Fracture  of  Spine 

— 

1 

2 





1 



1 

Heart  Disease 

10 

13 

12 

17 

17 

18 

16 

4 

15 

10 

Heart  Failure 







.■ 

■ 

3 

Haemorrhage 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Imperfect  Respiration  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

Injury  (character  not  stated) 

— 

_ 



1 





1 

1 

Injury  to  Head 

Kick  of  Horse 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Malnutrition 



; 





2 

Manslaughter 

— 

— 

1 



1 

2 



1 

..  - 

Meningitis 

— 

. — 



1 



j 

1 

Motor  Car  Accidents  . . 







1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Murder 

1 





1 

1 

Myelitis 







1 

Natural  Causes 

2 

7 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Not  Known 



1 

Old  Age 





■ 



1 

; 

2 

Overlain 

_ 



3 

4 

3 

Peritonitis 

1 



1 

3 

Phthisis 







_ 

1 

Pneumonia. 





1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Poisoning 

1 



1 

2 

Poisoning  (Ptomaine) 

— 

— 



1 

■ 

1 

Premature  Birth 









1 

2 

1 

2 

Run  over  by  Brake 

— 

— 





1 

Run  over  by  Cart 

2 

5 



3 

3 

2 

3 

1 

Run  over  by  Train 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Run  over  by  Tram 



1“ 

2 

1 

Rupture  of  the  Heart  . . 

- 

1 

Scalds 

Suffocation 

Suicide 

Syncope 

7 

6 

j 1 

10 

3 

2 

4 

13 

52 

is 

. 3 

£ 

9 

4 

8 

2 

7 

3 

6 

2 

11 

3 

9 

4 

5 

7 

9 

4 

7 

5 

11 

3 

10 

2 

Rhondda 

135 

277 

119 

139 

158 

161 

151 

139 

142 

170 

138 


Table  46. 

Showing  the  death-rate  in  the  Rhondda,  and  the  actual 
number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  from  all  causes  exclud- 
ing deaths  from  Colliery  Explosions,  during  the  years  1893  — 
1913. 


All  Causes. 

All  causes  except  from  Colliery 
Explosions. 

Year. 

Number 

Death- 

Average 

Number 

Death- 

Average 

of 

rate  per 

of 

of 

rate  per 

of 

Deaths. 

1,000 

Ten  Vears. 

Deaths. 

1,000. 

Ten  Years 

1893 

2,132 

22*8 

2,132 

22‘8 

1894 

1,706 

177 

1,706 

17*7 

1895 

2,246 

22'8 

2,239 

22-6 

1896 

2,105 

20-8 

2,049 

20-4 

1897 

1898 

2,049 

1,979 

20*1 

18'8 

> 20-5 

2,049 

1,979 

20'1 

18-8 

► 20  5 

1899 

2,419 

22-4 

2,419 

22*4 

1900 

2,227 

199 

2,227 

19-9 

1901 

2,469 

212 

2,469 

21*2 

1902 

2,243 

186 

2,243 

18-6 

1903 

1,998 

16*4 

1,998 

16-4 

1904 

2,345 

187 

2,345 

187 

1905 

2,402 

18-6 

2,250 

17*4 

1906 

2,074 

15-6 

2,073 

15-6 

1907 

2,133 

15-6 

V 1 

2,133 

15*6 

► 16*1 

1908 

2,516 

17'9 

> ID  L 

2,516 

17*9 

1909 

2,231 

15-4 

2,231 

15*4 

1910 

2,181 

14’6 

2,181 

14*6 

1911 

2,352 

15‘3 

2,352 

153 

1912 

2,182 

13*8 

2,182 

138 

1913 

2,360 

14*6 

2,360 

146 

189 


Table  47 

Table  of  plans  of  new  dwelling-bouses  passed  since 
1889. 


Year. 

Houses. 

Year. 

Houses. 

1889 

•• 

372 

1902 

849 

1890 

.... 

829 

1903 

1,036 

1891 

1,187 

1904 

... 

527 

1892 

883 

1905 

796 

1893 

768 

1906 

735 

1894 

1,317 

1907 

856 

1895 

544 

1908 

% 

* 

1,134 

1896 

459 

1909 

1,435 

1897 

425 

1910 

1,012 

1898 

156 

1911 

659 

1899 

159 

1912 

431 

1900 

345 

1913 

325 

1901 

451 

Table  48 


Table  of  analysis  of  plans  submitted  to  tbe  Council  in 
course  of  the  year  1913. 


Street  and  Building  Plans. 

Plan*  submitted  Plans  rejected 
during  the  year  during  the  year 
ended  31st  Dec.  ended  31st  Dec. 
1913.  1913. 

Total 

Approved. 

Cottages  and  Villas 

333 

8 

325 

Shops 

11 

2 

9 

Lock-up  Shops 

13 

2 

11 

Club 

1 

...  — 

1 

Halls  and  Theatres 

7 

1 

6 

Vestries,  Chapels,  &c.  ... 

3 

..  — 

3 

Stables 

22 

6 

16 

Coach-houses 

17 

2 

15 

Piggeries 

1 

...  — 

1 

Workshops  ... 

3 

1 

2 

Urinals  and  W.C.’s 

12 

4 

8 

Alterations  and  Additions 

181 

...  16 

165 

Schools 

1 

...  — 

1 

Office 

1 

...  — 

1 

Culvert  ...  ...  •••  1 

Dressing  Rooms  on  Football 

— 

1 

Grounds 

2 

— 

2 

141 


Table  49. 

Summary  of  District  Inspectors’  Work,  1913. 


District. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

e 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

15 

11 

15 

16 

1 

18 

Accumulation  of  Manure 

5 

2 

14 

5 

6 

6 

Blocked  Drain 

184 

162 

74 

96 

200 

64 

Blocked  W.C. 

63 

17 

44 

68 

43 

45 

Defective  Drain 

50 

20 

11 

31 

61 

44 

Lip  Trap  to  Gully  Trap 

12 

1 

1 

14 

25 

Unventilated  Drain 

Defective  Ventilating  Pipe  ... 

3 

— 

— 

8 

1 

4 

Waste  Pipe  Direct 

3 





1 

53 

No  Water  in  W.C. 

19 

5 

10 

2 

35 

Dilapidated  or  Filthy  W.C.  ... 

72 

19 

41 

21 

12 

60 

No  W.C. 

2 

1 

l 

7 

10 

Dilapidated  Back  Area 
Defective  or  no  Rain  Water 

20 

“ 1 

4 

32 

50 

59 

Shoots 

46 

26 

38 

14 

45 

56 

Dirty  Houses 

8 



2 

1 

11 

4 

Overcrowding 

19 

4 

5 

5 

10 

4 

Animals  as  a Nuisance 

18 

2 

3 

3 

16 

q 

Damp  and  Dilapidated  Houses 

70 

7 

16 

41 

85 

o 

80 

Insufficient  Water  Supply 



1 

6 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

98 

31 

14 

— 

11 

— 

142 


Table  50. 

Summary  of  District  Inspectors’  work  during  1918,  as  reported 
to  M.O.H.  each  week. 


District. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  investigated 

276 

201 

153 

216 

239 

334 

Revisits  to : — 

Infected  Houses 

1062 

645 

593 

687 

1657 

1836 

Unabated  Nuisances  and  Unremedied  Defects 

5863 

60034472 

4296 

6038 

5590 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 

260 

219 

122 

156 

102 

151 

Lodging  Houses 

— 

145 

— 

83 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

82 

112 

70 

149 

83 

210 

Dairies 

88 

89 

27 

46 

45 

65 

Factories  and  Workshops  ... 

57 

147 

6 

48 

1 

177 

House-to-House 

— 

2 

13 

— . 

— 

— 

New  Buildings  (drains  of) 

118 

119 

159 

254 

119 

91 

Special  Complaints  received  ... 

53 

58 

97 

16 

30 

22 

Letters  written  to  abate  Nuisances  : 

By  Inspector 

402 

225 

196 

183 

348 

136 

Referred  to  M.O.H. 

767 

391 

523 

363 

378 

26 

Referred  to  Council 

1486 

1404 

1087 

558 

1133 

104 

New  Buildings  certified 

101 

24 

22 

93 

46 

72 

Drain  connections  : — 

No.  of  Connections  made 

35 

14 

15 

33 

20 

25 

No.  of  Houses  connected 

116 

23 

27 

104 

52 

92 

No.  of  Houses  connected  to  date 

5365 

4341 

4518 

4063 

5004 

4179 

No.  of  Houses  unconnected  to  date  ... 

34 

21 

63 

74 

68 

71 

Scavenging — Fines  inflicted  : — 

Without  Brush 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2/6 

Without  Bell 

10/- 

5/- 

— 

— 

51- 

25/- 

Neglecting  Back  Lanes 

122'6 

51- 

27/6 

10'- 

20/- 

5/- 

Without  Cover  to  Cart 

2/6 

— 

107  6 

2/6 

7/6 

Scavenging  after  1 p.m. 

30/- 

35/ 

51- 

70/- 

51- 

15/- 

Depositing  on  unauthorized  ground  ... 

5/- 

7/6 

10/- 

147/6 

30/- 

— 

Failing  to  send  out  Cart 

326 

25/- 

20/- 

22/6 

5/- 

12/6 

Leaving  Dep6t  Cate  Unlocked 

Neglecting  to  use  Broom 

Improper  use  of  Cover 

22/6 

148 


Table  51. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  in  the  Rhondda  in  each 
Inspector’s  District. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 

Total. 

Bootmakers 

25 

37 

31 

24 

17 

20 

154 

Bakers 

37 

40 

26 

24 

22 

25 

174 

Blacksmiths 

3 

4 

5 

4 

4 

3 

23 

Barbers 

29 

21 

27 

17 

23 

17 

134 

Carpenters 

16 

20 

9 

9 

16 

14 

84 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . 

25 

26 

21 

15 

18 

11 

1'6 

Coachmakers 

1 

1 

3 

4 

— 

1 

10 

Cycle  Kepairers  . . 

3 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

9 

Dressmakers 
Dressmakers  and 

49 

43 

30 

12 

23 

33 

190 

Milliners  (comb.) 

4 

3 

1 

— 

6 

4 

18 

Glaziers 

4 

6 

2 

2 

2 

1 

17 

Jewellers 

11 

6 

i 

1 

5 

7 

37 

Milliners 

25 

17 

15 

8 

6 

9 

80 

Picture  Framers  . . 

3 

7 





1 

1 

12 

Printers 

2 

1 

_ 

— 

2 

1 

6 

Plumbers 

4 

5 

3 

3 

2 

3 

20 

Saddlers 

Monumental 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

9 

Masons  . . 

3 



1 

2 

1 

2 

9 

Sweet  Makers 

1 

3 

— 



— 

— 

4 

Tailors 

17 

2d 

8 

7 

7 

7 

72 

Tinmen 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 

Quarries 

11 

13 

9 

10 

8 

9 

60 

Totals 

276 

284 

202 

144 

169 

163 

1247 

144 


Table  52. 

Premises  requiring  Periodical  Inspection. 


District. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Whole 

District. 

Bakehouses 

37 

33 

27 

24 

22 

24 

167 

Cowsheds 

30 

20 

14 

21 

11 

7 

103 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

43 

20 

42 

38 

30 

17 

190 

Lodging-Houses 

— 

7 

— 

4 

— 

— 

11 

Slaughter-houses  .. 

9 

7 

11 

5 

2 

3 

37 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Table  53 

List  of  Licensed  Common  Lodging-houses  in  the  District. 


Situation  of  Premises. 

Authorised 
Number  of 
Lodgers. 

48  and  49,  CarDe  Street,  Pentre 

45 

100,  William  Street,  Ystrad  Rhondda  ... 

37 

120,  William  Stieet,  ,, 

42 

126,  William  Street  ,, 

19 

1 and  2,  Gelligaled  Road  ,, 

22 

Old  Lamb  Inn,  Ystrad  Rhondda 

24 

Moss  House,  Tyntyla  Terrace,  Ystrad  Rhondda 

19 

Old  Brithweunydd  Hotel,  Dinas 

73 

Old  Post  Office,  Dinas 

44 

Total  Accommodation 

325 

146 


IRbonbba  'Urban  District. 

Table  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913,  and  previous  years. 


Year. 

1 

Population 
to  estimated  to  Mid- 
dle of  each  year. 

Births 

Total  Deaths 
registered 
in  the  District 

Transferable 

D o n f l » o 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Uncorrected 
w Number. 

Under  1 year 
of  age. 

At  all  ages. 

Nc 

;tt. 

os  Number. 

a 5 

-u> 

ci 

7 

Of 

Kon-P  esidents 
00  registered 
in  the  District. 

Of  Residents 

tc  not  registered 

in  the  District 

<3 

rQ 

3 

£ 

4 

0 

eS 

5 

m 

43 

5 

10 

Rate  per 

1 £ 1 000  nett 
hi  ths. 

4) 

S 

3 

12 

JS 

PS 

13 

1908 

140,894 

5,454 

387 

2,446 

17*4 

10 

80 

1,002 

184 

2,516 

17‘9 

1909 

145,116 

5,577 

38*4 

2,163 

14*9 

6 

74 

724 

130 

2,231 

15-4 

1910 

149,464 

5,628 

37*7 

2,106 

14*0 

13 

88 

770 

137 

2,181 

14'6 

1911 

153,775 

5,463 

5,491 

35  7 

2,276 

148 

18 

94 

902 

164 

2,352 

153 

1912 

157,951 

5,202 

5,236 

33T 

2,108 

13-3 

30 

104 

666 

127 

2,182 

13  8 

1913 

162,137 

5,479 

55,05 

340 

2,277 

140 

27 

110 

766 

139 

2,360 

146 

Notes  : — This  table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in  the  district  an 
the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the  corresponding  rates.  For  yea 
before  1911  the  corrected  number  of  births  is  not  avciilable. 

Rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  co 
rected  since  census  figures  of  1911  became  available. 

The  deaths  included  in  Column  6 are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  ; 
having  actually  occurred  within  the  distric  t.  The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  tl 
number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  8,  and  tl 
addition  of  the  number  in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column  10  are  similarly  corrected  by  tl 
subtraction  of  deaths  under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by  tl 
addition  of  the  deaths  under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9. 

“ Transferable  Deaths  ” are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or  usual  resides 
in  Eugland  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 


Area  of  District  in  acres'! 
(exclusive  of  area  covered  l 23,885. 
by  water).  ' 
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Table  IV. — Rhondda  Urban  District.  Infantile  Mortality,  3913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes 
at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age.  ( continued  on  next  page.) 
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Rainfall  Returns  at  Ty’nywaun  Waterworks,  TreherlerL 
Height  above  Sea  Level,  801  feet. 


Furnished  bj  Mr.  Octavius  Thomas,  Water  Engineer  to  the  Council, 


Year 

1904. 

Year  1905 

Year 

1906. 

Month. 

Total 

Depth. 

Greatest 
fall  in 

CO 

s-< 

o 

S3 

<M 

| Days  ’01  or 
| more  fell. 

— J3 

-U>  Ph 

o 

1 

Greatest 
fall  in 

24  hours 

Days  *01  or 
more  fell. 

Total  1 

Depth 

Greatest 

fall  in 

24  hours. 

Days  ’01  or 

more  fell. 

January 

13*84 

Depth 

2*42 

Date 

26 

23 

3-90 

Depth 

*75 

Date 

8 

16 

1575 

Depth 

1-47 

Date 

24 

26 

February  ... 

10*20 

1-31 

12 

24 

4-16 

1-12 

25 

19 

7-66 

•87 

9 

22 

March 

4-31 

1*21 

28 

18 

11*92 

2*21 

10 

23 

6*77 

1-52 

10 

16 

April 

6'07 

1:39 

2 

18 

S-26 

1*20 

30 

26 

1*65 

•49 

24 

13 

May 

5-22 

1-36 

23 

23 

•48 

•34 

1 

5 

7*93 

1‘54 

5 

22 

June 

2'86 

*95 

14 

10 

915 

1-62 

20 

18 

3*20 

70 

28 

15- 

July 

5*67 

1-10 

22 

17 

2-58 

172 

1 

16 

2*34 

•37 

22 

20  ‘ 

Aut  st 

6-46 

1-36 

3 

17 

1061 

2-38 

4 

23 

6-88 

1-59 

1 

19 

Sept  rnber  ... 

5*32 

1-23 

30 

14 

4’93 

175 

9 

16 

2-53 

1-30 

14 

10 

October 

5-67 

179 

16 

15 

4*16 

•80 

29 

14 

13-31 

173 

2 

27 

November  ... 

6-30 

1-44 

9 

16 

7*03 

1*31 

10 

21 

8*18 

1-28 

20 

21 

December  ... 

871 

1*60 

4 

24 

3-53 

1-03 

7 

14 

5*09 

•69 

5 

24 

Totals  ...1 

80-03 

2-42 

26 

219 

70*71 

2-38 

4 

211 

8T29 

173 

2 

235 

II  Year  1907.  [j  Year  1908.  ||  Year  1909. 


January 

5-48 

179 

1 

23 

8'35 

2-11 

16 

18 

4-30 

•70 

14 

20 

Febr  iary  ... 

573 

! 1*03 

19 

14 

5*55 

1*44 

16 

24 

1*45 

71 

9 

9 

March 

5-17 

1-84 

16 

14 

i 7-58 

1-28 

4 

23 

7*96 

1*56 

24 

24 

April 

6-00 

•86 

20 

21 

4-55 

1-13 

27 

18 

6-71 

171 

22 

16 

May 

4*96 

*95 

1 

18 

6*74 

1-39 

5 

20 

2-85 

173 

24 

9 

June 

11*61 

1-31 

14 

27 

175 

•60 

13 

9 

5-27 

1-18 

21 

16 

July 

, 5"65 

1*04 

22 

19 

8*41 

278 

9 

13 

6-33 

1-20 

27 

23 

August 

9-28 

1*47 

8 

24 

10-36 

2*56 

31 

15 

3-05 

*45 

17 

14 

September  ... 

2-32 

*57 

2 

8 

5*57 

*99 

3 

23 

7-80 

278 

28 

12 

October 

11-02 

1*06 

29 

30 

3-87 

•96 

18 

16 

19*24 

2‘65 

15 

26 

November  .. 

6*33 

1*20 

22 

20 

5-67 

*93 

21 

17 

4*26 

T87 

28 

16 

December  . . 

1322 

1*86 

4 

23 

8-92 

1*41 

15 

27 

17-12 

2*44 

10 

25 

Totals 

86-17 

1-86 

4 

211  | 

77*32 

2-56 

31 

223 

86-34 

2*78| 

28 

210 

II  Year  1910.  i|  Year  1911.  |j  Year  1912. 


January 

11-65 

1-34 

15 

26 

5-12 

103 

6 

■ i 

17 

1 A 

11*06 

1-49 

4 

22 

February 

11*65 

1-34 

14 

27 

10-64 

1-44 

18 

18 

8-33 

1-56 

22 

25 

March 

3-30 

1*07 

1 

8 

3*77 

1-34 

10‘ 

19 

16-28 

T76 

16 

30' 

April 

5-85 

1-16 

12 

22 

6*23 

1-36 

21 

17 

0-78 

•35 

9 

9 

May 

4-43 

*88 

30 

20 

5*83 

170 

3 

11 

2-65 

•63 

7 

1& 

June 

7-58 

1-52 

24 

17 

6*32 

1*30; 

17 

16 

9*40 

1-35 

27 

27 

July 

8-29 

1-50 

20 

19 

•56 

•30 

29 

5 

675 

1*87 

28 

22 

August 

12-44 

179  | 

18 

27 

6‘50 

•96 

21 

13  | 

17-08 

1-84| 

3 

26- 

September  . 

•30 

•16 

14 

7 

575 

1-92 

19 

16 

1*76 

•79 

3 

8 

October 

6-50 

T18 

31 

16 

6-02 

1*52 

21 

15 

9*55 

176 

26 

19 

November  . . 

10-22 

1-43  I 

13 

23 

14-64 

172 

15 

23 

678 

1*04 

28 

23 

December  . . 

14-69 

1-55 

14 

28 

24*70 

2-03 

8 

29 

16-83 

2*011 

11 

29 

Totals 

96-90 

179 

18 

240 

96-08 

2-03 

8 

199  ' 

106*95 

2*01 1 

11 

255 
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HA  INFALL  RETURN  AT  TY’NYWAUN  WATER-WORKS, 
TREHERBERT. 


5-incli  Gauge.  801  feet  above  Sea  Level. 

1913. 


Month. 

Total 

Depth. 

Greatest 
24  hr 

b fall  in 
mrs. 

Days  01 
or  more 
fell. 

January... 

15 ‘45 

Depth. 

1-74 

Date. 

31 

27 

February 

4 72 

1-57 

7 

13 

March  ... 

15-23 

1-58 

18 

26 

April 

15-26 

4-45 

26 

19 

May 

5-43 

1-16 

7 

21 

June 

5-15 

1-75 

9 

16 

-July 

•84 

•22 

17 

10 

August  ... 

3-76 

•99 

22 

13 

'September 

3-61 

1-06 

4 

13 

October... 

8-0 

1-23 

7 

22 

^November 

16-02 

3 03 

20 

27 

December 

5-90 

1-38 

26 

19 

Totals 

99*37 

4-45 

26 

226 
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Meteorological  Returns.— The  Hospital,  Ystrad-Bhondda. 
(Height  above  Sea  Level,  590  feet). 


Month. 

1 V EAR 

1905, 

V EAR 

1906. 

Year 

1907. 

a oi 

• pH  03 

si 

a 

.5 

'eS  c 

o o 

a 

is  £ 

1 1 

00  — ' 

2 TiH 

ci  <N 

03 

5 

■Li 

02 

03 

-+-> 

si 

03 

S-i  . 

bJD— 

03 

P 

i—H 

ob: 

• 03 

ri  M-! 

!"«  B 

'r£  'S 

gspc 

si 
>>  ^ 

.£  03 
03 

ll 

’e3  B 

r—l  +3 

c3  a 

~ cn 

^ 5 

« 2 
m 

-2  rH 
cS  CM 
03 

5 

+3 

•n 

03 

si 

03 

5-i  - 

o ^ 

03 

-t-3 

Oj 

Q 

© — 
03 

,1  *4-1 

[o  a 

— "5 

B ® 
° O 

03  B 

a ° 

.2  oq 

o 

3 g 

fi  -:: 

’5 .5 

_ +3 
si  B 
^ ° 

B 

• B 03 

03 

3b1 
s!  41 

1,  O'4-1 

eS  CO  4) 

2 it? 

O Q 

* o> 

r-  M-i 

.g  « 

a ® 
° o 

go 

January 

2-26 

•37 

8 

15 

12-53 

1 1 *6t 

16 

23 

4 Ot 

) 1-4 

1 1 

13 

February 

178 

*40 

25 

12 

5*47 

1 1C 

15 

21 

3-91 

l l*0i 

6 19 

12 

March 

11-09 

1-97 

10 

22 

4-36 

i 1-05 

10 

11 

364 

t l-2( 

3 15 

11 

April 

5*22 

78 

28 

20 

1*43 

l *53 

24 

11 

5’31 

l-0( 

3 8 

19 

May 

•26 

•14 

31 

2 

6-11 

176 

5 

16 

4-56 

i -9: 

i 1 

17 

June 

5*99 

1*51 

19 

16 

2-67 

•85 

28 

11 

7‘64 

i*3: 

l 14 

25 

July 

1-93 

’65 

1 

11 

1-19 

i -33 

22 

11 

3*98 

•6( 

1 22 

14 

August 

8-23 

171 

4 

17 

5'04 

no 

24 

16 

6’81 

l’3c 

1 1 

21 

September  . . . 

4-89 

1*60 

8 

12 

172 

77 

14 

6 

176 

*45  1 

8 

October 

4*34 

1-12 

30 

13 

12-09 

1-60 

23 

972 

•82  10 

30 

November 

6*76 

1-18 

22 

19 

632 

1*25 

20 

16 

4-69 

1*06  2-2 

18 

December 

2-87 

79 

6 

12 

| 362 

•40 

9 

18 

11-55  175j  4 

20 

Totals 

55-62 

1*97 

10 

171 

1 62-55 

176 

5 |l33 

67-60 

1 175  4 

208 

1 

I Year  1908. 

i 

i Year  1909 

II 

Year 

1910. 

January 

6*03 

1*47 

16 

12 

337 

t ‘82 

15 

15 

9-39 

1*1£ 

5 31 

20 

February 

4*27 

175 

16 

22 

1*40 

•59 

9 

5 

9*57 

1*6C 

) 14 

26 

March 

4-20 

1*30 

5 

13 

6-89 

173 

24 

23 

2-88 

1-01 

1 

6 

April 

3*93 

1-14 

27 

14 

4-96 

1*22 

22 

14 

4*20 

1*05 

; 12 

16 

May 

424 

*84 

14 

16 

2’38 

77 

24 

5 

335 

•87 

30 

20 

June 

•95 

•30 

11 

5 

3*17 

•63 

21 

12 

774 

1*46 

l 5 

14 

July 

6*17 

1-86 

9 

13 

3-66 

1 14 

27 

18 

5‘22 

1-27 

24 

15 

August 

778 

2-06 

31 

16 

2’66 

•43 

17 

13 

9'27i 

1-40 

18 

22 

September  ... 

4*24 

•88 

3 

18 

4-58 

1*48 

28 

11 

•23 

•14  14 

3 

October 

4*01 

1-70 

19 

12 

13*00 

190 

7 

20 

5*60  1 03  18 

16 

November 

4‘58 

*83 

12 

13 

3-20 

1*21 

28 

9 

8-36!  1-32  10 

19 

December 

6-88 

1-04 

9 

25 

14*38 

T89 

2 

18 

9-27 

1*26  15 

24 

Totals 

57  31 

2-06 

31 

179 

63-65 

1 90 

7 

163 

74-481  1*60 

1 14 

201 

1 

I Year  1911. 

1 

! Year  1912. 

1 

1 Y ear 

1913 

Jauuary 

313 

*9i| 

5 | 

8 

831 

1-20, 

8 1 

21 

1165 

1*45 

30 

25 

February 

778 

171 

27 

14 

6-53 

1-43 

22 

20  1 

3-51 

104 

7 

12 

March 

2-92 

1*47 

io  ! 

7 

13-59 

2-00 

4 

30  j 

10'54 

1-05 

15 

24 

April  . . 

TV  1 

4-37 

122 

20 

10 

•49 

•27 

9 

3 

1078 

255 

15 

18 

May 

323 

1*38 

3 

6 

2-07 

•46 

4 

11 

347 

•80 

7 

19 

June 

T i 

361 

*68 

17 

16 

7‘57 

1*06 

27  j 

27 

2-68 

*55 

6 

12 

July 

•28 

•20 

31 

3 

578 

ri5 

28  I 

21  | 

*53 

*28 

7 

9 

August 

5*21 

•87 

28 

15 

1277 

1-55 

28 

23  | 

2-54 

*80 

16  | 

11 

September  ... 

3-83 

1-30 

19  1 

13 

•97 

■56 

29 

5 

3*29 

ro* 

12 

10 

October 

5*02 

1'37 

29 

15 

8*08 

1*50 

27 

18 

4*66 

73 

t 

l 

1 

29 

November 

1004 

F40 

15 

20 

399 

roo 

26 

13 

9 54  ‘ 

2-0 

20 

25 

December 

1695 

1’46 

19 

27 

1215 

170 

11 

29 

329 

•81 

27 

17 

Totals 

6637 

171 

27  ll 

54 

82  30 

2-001 

4 -2 

!*21  'I 

66  48  ‘ 

2‘5  5 

ir>  k 

>11 
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THE  ANNUAL 


REPORT 

OF  THE 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


TO  THE 


Rhondda  Education  Authority 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1913. 


Rhondda  Urban  Diftrid  Council 


ilDembers  of  tbe  IRbonbba  Cbucation 
Committee. 

Councillor  WILLIAM  EVANS  THOMAS,  M.D.  (Chair- 
man). 

Mrs.  FLORENCE  NICHOLAS  (co-opted  Member). 
Councillor  REES  MORGAN  REES  (9  months). 

GRIFFITH  EVANS  (3  months). 

„ GWILYM  LLOYD. 

„ DAN  DAVIES. 

„ WILLIAM  PHILLIP  THOMAS,  J.P. 

,,  ALFRED  GLADSTONE  TRIBE. 

„ WILLIAM  THOMAS  JONES,  J.P. 

,,  WALTER  WILLIAMS. 
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School  Medical  Officer:  J.  D.  JENKINS. 
Medical  Inspectors:  J.  P.  H.  DAYIES. 

W.  G.  HELSBY. 

Medical  Inspection  Clerks:  T.  J.  REES. 

H.  R.  JONES. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Mrs.  Nicholas  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
annual  report  as  your  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  year 
1913.  The  following  extracted  observations  made  in  the 
introductory  letter  to  the  report  of  the  previous  year  are 
almost  equally  applicable  this  year.  “ In  its  main  and 
fundamental  features  the  work  of  medical  inspection  of 
the  children  attending  the  elementary  schools  through- 
out the  Council’s  area  described  in  previous  reports  was 
continued  throughout  the  year  under  review.  In  certain 
matters  of  detail  the  scheme  was  improved,  while  the 
statistical  data  relating  to  the  physical  condition  of  the 
children  in  our  possession  were  necessarily  augmented, 
and  will  help  us  to  not  only  appreciate  the  degree,  num- 
ber, and  character  of  the  defects  from  which  our  school 
population  is  suffering,  but  also  to  seek,  to  find,  and  to 
apply  such  remedies  or  preventive  measures  as  our  present 
scheme  places  at  our  disposal,  with  the  view  of  rendering 
the  children  whom  the  Council  are  expected  to  educate 
the  more  ready  and  able  to  receive  and  to  retain  the  know- 
ledge which  is  imparted  to  them  at  so  much  cost  and  with 
such  great  pains.” 

Additional  experience  and  information  have  served  to 
confirm  the  opinion  already  formed  that  the  Council 
should  consider  at  an  early  date  the  advisability  of  taking 
measures  to  prevent  or  treat  the  enormous  amount  of 
decay  of  the  teeth  which  medical  inspection  has  disclosed 
as  taking  place  in  school  children.  The  terms  upon  which 
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medical  service  is  obtained  in  the  district  render  it  com- 
paratively easy  for  practically  all  persons  (including 
school  children)  to  receive  medical  treatment,  but,  except 
in  the  case  of  ordinary  extractions,  the  same  observation 
does  not  apply  to  the  treatment  of  dental  defects,  and  it 
is  a matter  of  some  difficulty  and  expense  for  the  children 
and  others  in  the  district  to  obtain  the  services  of  a 
qualified  dentist.  As  a result,  little  or  no  conservative 
treatment  is  attempted  in  the  case  of  school  children,  and 
much  neglect  of  the  teeth  in  other  directions  also  is 
noticeable.  A room  in  the  school  clinic  can  be  made 
available  for  the  use  of  a dentist,  if  and  when  appointed. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  report  I have,  of  necessity, 
received  much  assistance  from  Drs.  J.  P.  H.  Davies  and 
W.  G.  Helsby,  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 
Facilities  for  the  performance  of  the  work  in  detail,  when 
required,  have  been  readily  accorded  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Berry 
(Director  of  Education)  and  his  staff  both  at  the  office  and, 
generally,  at  the  schools  also.  A few  of  the  members  of 
:he  teaching  staff,  however,  fail  or  refuse  to  see  that 
medical  inspection  is  now  an  integral  part  of  the  educa- 
tional system  of  the  country  and  is  not  less  in  importance 
than  the  instillation  into  the  minds  of  the  young  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  three  P’s  in  its  influence  upon  the 
future  welfare  and  happiness  of  a large  proportion  of  the 
school  population  of  the  country. 

Yours  faithfully, 


School  Medical  Officer. 


The  Council  Offices, 
Pentre,  Rhondda. 


GENERAL  SCOPE  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN 
PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


The  powers  granted  to  and  the  obligations  imposed 
upon  local  Education  Authorities  in  regard  to  the  medical 
inspection  of  school  children  are  stated  in  Article  58  (b) 
of  the  Code  of  Regulations  for  Public  Elementary  Schools, 
which  require  that 

“ The  Board  must  be  satisfied  that  provision  has 
been  made  for  the  medical  inspection  of  all  children 
admitted  to  the  school  in  the  year,  and  of  all 
children  who  are  expected  to  leave  school  in  the 
year — the  year  in  each  case  being  the  twelve  months 
ending  on  the  31st  of  July.” 

It  is  also  announced  by  the  Board  of  Education  that 
(1)  the  definition  of  the  second  age-group  of  children 
hitherto  examined  as  “ all  children  who  are  expected  to 
leave  school  in  the  year  ” lias  been  changed  to  “ all  chil- 
dren between  12  and  13  years  of  age,  together  with 
children  over  13  years  of  age  who  have  not  already  been 
examined  after  reaching  the  age  of  12.”  (2)  The  in* 

elusion  of  another  age-group  of  children  for  compulsory 
medical  inspection  has  been  decided  upon  by  the  Board. 
On  and  after  the  year  commencing  on  April  the  1st,  1915, 
“ provision  shall  be  made  for  the  medical  inspection  of 
all  children  between  eight  and  nine  years  of  age,”  as  well 
as  for  the  groups  of  “ entrants  ” and  “ leavers.” 

In  this  district  provision  was  already  being  made  so 
as  to  obviate  the  confusion  which  it  was  found  the  former 
of  the  two  definitions  mentioned  under  (1)  above  occa- 
sioned. No  attempt  has  hitherto  been  made  in  the 
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Rhondda  to  deal  with  the  intermediate  group  referred  to 
above  under  (2),  and  its  inclusion  by  the  Board  will 
necessitate  an  early  consideration  by  the  Council  of  the 
consequential  arrangements  to  be  made. 


GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Urban  District  of  Rhondda  was  ascertained  to 
contain  on  the  night  of  the  2nd  of  April,  1911,  a total 
population  of  152,781  persons,  of  whom  32,065  were 
children  attending  the  elementary  schools  of  the  district, 
and  by  June  of  1913  these  two  numbers  were  estimated 
or  calculated  to  have  reached  162,137  and  35,062  respec- 
tively. The  proportion  of  schoolgoing  population  in  each 
case  is  equivalent  to  21  per  cent.,  or  more  than  one-fifth 
of  the  total  number  of  persons  of  all  classes  and  ages  in 
the  Ithondda.  The  prosperity  and  populous  character  of 
the  district  are  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  the  win- 
ning and  working  of  the  coal  which  is  obtainable  from 
within  its  area,  and  which  is  highly  valued  on  account  of 
its  high  calorific  properties  and  the  relatively  small 
amount  of  smoke  to  which  its  combustion  gives  rise. 
Practically  all  the  members  of  the  community  are  directly 
or  indirectly  dependent  upon  this  industry.  In  con- 
formation, the  district  in  the  main  consists  of  two  narrow 
winding  valleys,  each  of  which  begins  in  a cul-de-sac  at 
its  upper  or  north-western  end  before  taking  a generally 
south-easterly  direction  to  join  the  other  at  Porth  to  form 
one  valley,  which,  a little  over  a mile  below  the  junction, 
is  continued  into  the  upper  end  of  this  portion  of  the 
Pontypridd  Urban  District.  The  hills  skirting  and  sepa- 
rating the  two  valleys  are  both  high  and  steep,  and  this 
feature  exercises  considerable  influence  upon  the  inci- 
dental no  less  than  upon  the  essential  activities  of  the 
district. 
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6 (a)  GENERAL  REVIEW  OF  THE  HYGIENIC 

CONDITIONS  PREVALENT  IN  THE  SCHOOLS. 

Accommodation.  The  Education  Committee  have  for 
years  experienced  great  difficulty  in  coping  with  the  ever- 
increasing  demand  for  school  accommodation,  the  chief 
factors  in  this  difficulty  being-' 

(i.)  The  exceptionally  high  birth-rate,  that  of  the 
Rhondda  being  nearly  10  per  1,000  higher  than 
that  for  the  country  generally. 

(ii.)  The  rapid  increase  of  the  population  by  immi- 
gration. 

(iii.)  The  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  sites. 

(iv.)  The  fluctuations  in  the  rate  of  increase  of  the 
population  in  different  parts,  this  irregularity 
making  it  difficult  to  estimate  the  amount  of 
accommodation  required  in  any  particular  area. 

Under  such  circumstances  serious  overcrowding  in 
individual  schools  is  generally  avoided  by  supplementing 
the  accommodation  by  renting  other  buildings  usually 
available  in  the  form  of  chapel  vestries  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  schools  thus  relieved.  It  is  not  surprising, 
therefore,  that  teaching  under  these  conditions  is  occa- 
sionally carried  on  under  difficulties  and  disadvantages 
which  are  not  unlikely  to  react  unfavourably  upon  both 
teacher  and  pupil,  but  it  is  nearly  always  within  the 
power  of  the  teacher  by  a reasonable  amount  of  adapta- 
bility and  consideration  to  reduce  to  a minimum  the  ill- 
effects  of  more  or  less  unsuitable  premises. 

The  schools  are  wTell  distributed  throughout  the  area, 
there  being  few  or  no  instances  where  they  are  not  within 
reasonable  walking  distance  of  the  children’s  homes. 
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School  Buildings.  Tlie  schools  are  in  all  instances 
substantially  bnilt  of  local  stone  with  brick  facings,  and 
all  bnt  three  or  four  are  of  one  storey.  The  most  recently 
erected  schools  are  situated  on  the  hillsides  so  that  there 
is  no  interference  with  the  free  access  of  air  and  light, 
but  a few  of  the  older  structures  are  built  on  low-lying 
ground  adjoining  the  rivers,  and  are  in  consequence  liable 
to  sudden  inundations  from  the  rapid  rising  of  the  rivers 
in  time  of  flood.  The  school  buildings  are  generally 
speaking  in  a good  state  of  repair,  the  most  noticeable 
exceptions  occasionally  observed  being  defects  in  the  roofs 
and  doors  of  the  sanitary  conveniences.  A number  of 
school  buildings,  in  common  with  other  structures  in 
their  neighbourhood,  have  suffered  great  damage  owing 
to  the  subsidence  of  the  sites  due  to  colliery  operations 
underneath.  As  a rule,  the  schools  do  not  lend  themselves 
to  the  promotion  of  ease  and  efficiency  in  medical  inspec- 
tion. The  use  of  a classroom  for  that  purpose  invariably 
leads  to  the  temporary  overcrowding  of  other  portions  of 
the  school,  and  the  vacated  classroom  is  often  insufficiently 
lighted  and  in  other  respects  unsuitable  for  medical  inspec- 
tion. Where  existing,  the  teachers’  private  rooms  are 
readily  set  aside  for  the  purpose,  and  generally  afford 
greater  privacy  and  freedom  from  noise,  but  in  many 
instances  these  also  are  too  small  and  badly-lighted. 

Playgrounds.  The  playgrounds  are  generally  too 
small  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  scholars  accommo- 
dated, and  in  some  cases  the  space  is  so  limited  that  the 
recreation  interval  is  taken  at  different  times  by  the 
various  classes  of  the  department.  In  several  of  the  older 
schools  there  is  no  provision  of  shelters  for  the  children 
in  wet  weather,  or  for  physical  drill,  or  for  lessons  in  the 
open  air.  The  scholars  are  consequently  penalised  m 
these  schools  by  their  inability  to  utilise  the  intervals  to 
their  best  advantage. 


167 


Some  of  the  playgrounds  are  paved,  some  partially 
paved,  and  some  unpaved,  the  unpaved  portions  being 
usually  covered  with  loose  gravel.  In  some  of  the  paved 
playgrounds  (notably  Penyrenglyn  and  Pontygwaith)  the 
slope  is  so  considerable  that  indulgence  in  games  is 
attended  by  some  risk  to  the  children. 

Ventilation" . Ventilation  in  the  schools  is  secured  by 
means  of  ventilators  placed  in  windows,  walls  and  ceilings, 
the  efficiency  being  dependent  upon  “ natural  ” agencies, 
and  the  provision  made  seems  sufficient,  when  intelligently 
utilised,  in  nearly  every  school  and  classroom.  The 
teachers  are  found  on  the  whole  to  maintain  a satisfactory 
state  of  ventilation,  but  this  is  not  easy  of  attainment  in 
some  schools  where  overcrowding  exists,  especially  in  cold 
weather,  owing  to  the  tendency  to  the  formation  of 
injurious  cross-currents  under  such  conditions. 

The  Medical  Inspectors  were  favourably  impressed 
with  the  practice  obtaining  in  twTo  or  three  boys’  depart- 
ments of  the  systematic  performance  of  deep-breathing 
exercises  by  the  whole  of  the  scholars  at  intervals  during 
the  day,  all  doors,  windows  and  ventilators  being  flung 
open  during  the  exercise.  The  teachers  were  unanimous 
in  praise  of  the  beneficial  effect  of  this  practice  on  the 
general  condition  and  alertness  of  the  scholars,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  innovation,  with  its  obvious  advan- 
tages to  the  well-being  of  the  children,  will  in  time  become 
more  general. 

Lighting.  Gas,  or  in  a few  instances  electric  light, 
is  used  when  natural  light  is  insufficient.  In  the  more 
recently  constructed  schools  the  direction  from  which  the 
light  is  admitted  in  relation  to  the  position  of  the  scholars 
is  generally  correct,  but  in  many  classrooms  of  the  older 
schools  it  is  faulty,  and  in  a considerable  number  of  cases 
the  defect  does  not  seem  capable  of  being  satisfactorily 
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remedied,  change  of  position  of  the  desks  or  blackboard 
not  serving  to  improve  the  conditions.  The  windows  are 
■unclean  in  many  cases,  the  upper  portions  being  often 
very  dirty,  generally  where  women  cleaners  are  engaged. 

Warming.  The  majority  of  the  schools  are  warmed 
by  means  of  stoves  and  open  fires,  and  in  a f^w  by  hot- 
water  installation.  While  the  heating,  on  the  whole,  is 
satisfactory,  there  are  exceptions  where  the  rooms  are  in- 
sufficiently heated,  owing  usually  to  lack  of  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  school  cleaners ; sometimes  the  fires  or 
stoves  have  not  been  alight  sufficiently  long  before  the 
scholars  are  admitted,  while  at  other  times  insufficient 
fuel  to  last  the  session  is  placed  ready  for  use.  The  manual 
labour  involved  appears  to  be  beyond  the  powers  of  some 
of  the  women  cleaners. 

Records  of  the  temperatures  in  most  of  the  schools 
and  classrooms  are  kept  by  the  teachers,  and  in  most 
upper  classes  the  scholars  themselves  are  taught  to  take 
an  intelligent  interest  in  the  reading  and  registration  of 
the  thermometer  variations. 

Equipment.  The  improvement  reported  in  the  last 
report  continues.  Only  a few  old-fashioned  multiple 
desks  now  exist,  the  prevailing  type  being  the  modern 
dual  desk  of  suitable  form  and  dimensions.  More  little 
tables  and  armchairs  have  been  provided  in  the  infants’ 
department  during  the  year,  but  the  provision  of  couches 
or  cots  in  the  babies’  rooms  has  not  been  tried  in  any 
of  the  schools. 

General  Sanitation — General  Cleanliness.  The 
present  Medical  Inspectors  agree  with  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  their  predecessors  that  the  general  cleanliness 
of  the  schools  cannot  be  said  to  be  satisfactory.  In  too 
many  cases  the  sweeping  and  scrubbing  of  floors,  the 
dusting  of  furniture,  the  flushing  of  the  sanitary  con- 
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veniences,  and  the  cleaning  of  stoves  or  fireplaces  are  per- 
formed in  a casual  and  perfunctory  manner.  Doubtless 
the  school  cleaners  themselves  in  many  of  these  cases  have 
too  low  a standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygienic  require- 
ments, while  in  other  instances  the  cleaners  are  unequal 
to  the  physical  labour  involved.  In  the  few  instances 
where  whole-time  male  cleaners  are  employed,  the  con- 
ditions as  regards  cleanliness  show  as  a whole  a marked 
improvement. 

The  cleansing  regulations  drawn  up  by  the  Building 
Committee  in  1911  were  given  a trial  in  one  or  two  schools 
with  satisfactory  results,  in  that  an  improved  condition 
of  cleanliness  was  secured  in  those  schools  during  the 
period  covered  by  the  experiment,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
the  regulations  should  be  made  generally  applicable  in 
all  the  Council’s  schools. 

Sanitary  Conveniences.  Although  in  a few  schools 
pedestal  closets  with  separate  flushing  appliances  have 
been  fixed,  the  trough  type  of  closet  is  the  kind  met  with 
in  the  great  majority  of  our  schools.  In  practically  all 
instances  the  flushing  of  the  latter  type  is  not  done  with 
sufficient  regularity  or  frequency,  and  in  this  connection 
I feel  constrained  to  quote  some  observations  made  in  the 
report  for  the  previous  year. 

“ The  failure  to  flush  with  greater  regularity  and 
frequency  appears  to  be  largely  due  to  a desire  to  keep 
the  water  consumption  at  as  low  a level  as  possible,  the 
amount  of  water  used  being  recorded  by  meter.  In  view 
of  the  importance  of  the  maintenance  of  cleanliness  in 
the  schools  and  on  school  premises,  both  on  account  of  the 
immediate  effect  of  conditions  of  an  opposite  kind  upon 
the  pupils  and  of  the  educational  value  of  clean  practices 
and  habits  upon  the  future  of  the  children,  it  is  worthy 
of  consideration  whether  it  will  not  be  far  preferable  to 
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supply  the  schools  with  water  in  accordance  with  their 
rateable  value,  now  that  the  completion  of  the  Llyn  Fawr 
Reservoir  will  in  future  make  it  unnecessary  to  curtail  to 
the  same  extent  the  legitimate  use  of  water  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  clean  and  wholesome  conditions  in  all 
buildings,  whether  public  or  private.” 

Lavatories.  In  the  majority  of  the  schools,  stoneware 
basins  of  a good  type  are  provided  for  the  children’s  use. 
Soap  and  roller  towels  are  also  supplied,  but  are  not  always 
available,  and  when  available  are  often  insufficient.  The 
lavatory  basins  in  some  cases  have  the  appearance  of  being 
seldom  or  never  used. 

Cloak  Rooms.  The  gradual  improvement  in  cloak 
room  provision  mentioned  in  previous  reports  is  main- 
tained, and  more  moveable  stands  for  use  in  infants’  class- 
rooms have  been  introduced.  Some  arrangement  for 
drying  clothes  is  needed,  there  being  none  at  present 
except  in  a few  schools  heated  by  hot  water,  where  suit- 
ably placed  radiators  serve  to  assist  in  that  purpose,  and 
in  some  of  these  such  use  is  objectionable,  for  the  children 
are  consequently  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  un- 
pleasant and  unwholesome  emanations  arising  from  the 
damp  and  drying  clothes.  I again  suggest  the  provision, 
when  and  where  possible  in  old  schools  and  in  schools 
yet  to  be  built,  of  detached  and  open  cloak  rooms  where 
drying  can  be  effected  without  the  risk  of  subjecting  the 
children  to  the  deleterious  influence  of  the  vitiated  air  as 
under  the  present  conditions  existing  at  many  of  our 
schools. 

Water  Supply.  All  the  schools  are  supplied  with 
water  under  constant  pressure  from  the  mains  of  the 
Council  or  of  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water 
Board. 
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RELATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  ARRANGEMENTS 
OF  THE  SCHOOL  TO  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE 
CHILDREN. 

As  far  as  the  records  of  medical  inspection 
are  concerned  no  constantly  lower  standard  in 
physique  or  state  of  health  can  he  shown  to 
exist  in  schools  where  the  general  surroundings  and 
arrangements  are  unsatisfactory  than  in  the  more  modern 
schools  which  are  more  favourably  situated  and  better 
planned.  Even  if  such  differences  could  be  shown  to 
exist,  the  deductions  drawn  therefrom  might  prove 
fallacious,  as  the  difference  in  health  might  in  reality  be 
due  to  other  conditions  operating  independently  of  the 
schools.  There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt,  on  general 
grounds  alone,  that  the  situation,  plan,  and  arrangement 
of  a school  form  important  factors  in  determining  the 
state  of  health  of  the  scholars,  but  until  medical  inspec- 
tion has  been  in  vogue  for  a sufficiently  long  time  to 
furnish  us  with  additional  data,  it  does  not  appear  pos- 
sible to  demonstrate  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  influence 
of  factors  contributing  to  the  physical  condition  of  the 
school  population. 


6.  (b)  CORRELATION  WITH  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

The  School  Medical  Service  is  directed  and  controlled 
from  the  same  department  as  the  Public  Health  Service, 
so  that  all  overlapping  of  work  is  avoided,  and  a maximum 
degree  of  economy  in  working  is  obtained. 

The  major  part  of  the  actual  work  of  medical  inspec- 
tion is  performed  by  one  whole-time  Medical  Inspector, 
and  a lesser  proportion  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  who  devotes  a considerable  portion  of  his  time 
to  other  branches  of  the  Public  Health  Service,  The  si^: 
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Health  Visitors  in  the  service  of  the  Council  also  act  as 
school  nurses,  and  “follow  up”  to  their  homes  the  chil- 
dren found  defective  on  medical  inspection.  Before  the 
Medical  Inspector  leaves  each  school,  the  nurse  in  whose 
district  the  school  is  situated,  attends  the  school  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  information  or  receiving  instructions 
concerning  individual  cases.  By  so  doing  she  obtains  a 
fuller  appreciation  of  the  requirements  in  each  case.  Her 
difficulties  in  carrying  out  her  duties  in  this  connection 
are  much  reduced  in  many  cases  owing  to  the  fact  that 
she  has  already  so  often  served  as  the  counsellor  of  the 
mothers  in  matters  relating  to  the  children’s  physical  wel- 
fare ; the  renewal  of  the  association  is  effected  without 
fuss  or  friction,  and  the  extent  of  her  beneficial  influence 
is  considerably  increased. 

The  Schedule  of  Medical  Inspection  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Education  has  been  adhered  to  in  effect  except 
in  two  respects. 

(1)  Chest  measurements  of  boys  are  taken  and 
recorded. 

(2)  A record  of  vaccination  marks  is  made.  No  use 
whatever  in  connection  with  the  Vaccination  Acts  has 
been  made  of  the  records  obtained,  and  no  comment  is 
made  to  parent  or  child  whether  vaccination  marks  are 
present  or  absent. 

The  Assistance  at  present  rendered  to  the  Medical 
Inspectors  is  such  as  can  be  provided  not  only  by  the 
specially  appointed  Medical  Inspection  Clerk,  but  also, 
to  an  increasing  extent,  by  the  staff  of  the  public  1 ealth 
side  of  the  Health  Department  as  occasion  arises,  the 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  Department  taking  a considerable  part 
in  the  work. 

The  six  health  visitors  in  their  capacity  as  school 
purses  devoted  approximately  one-third  of  their  time  to 


the  work  of  “following  up”  defective  children;  they 
have  also  rendered  some  assistance  at  certain  schools 
during  the  examination  of  girls  and  infants  owing  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  educational  staffs  of  those  schools. 

The  Director  of  Education  and  his  staff  have  afforded 
the  Medical  Inspectors  the  necessary  facilities  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  and  the  relations  between  the 
officers  of  the  School  Medical  Service  and  those  of  the 
Education  Department  have  been  cordial  from  the  incep- 
tion of  the  work  of  school  medical  inspection. 

The  teachers  continue  to  perform  a considerable  share 
of  the  work  done  at  the  schools.  The  despatch  of  leaflets 
to  parents  to  notify  them  of  the  inspector’s  visit  and  the 
filling  up  of  portions  of  the  medical  inspection  card  from 
the  registers  and  of  the  personal  history  leaflets  devolve 
upon  the  teachers,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  them  not  only 
for  their  assistance  but  also,  generally  speaking,  for  their 
intelligent  and  sympathetic  interest  which  are  conducive, 
to  no  insignificant  extent,  to  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 

The  presence  of  parents  at  the  examination  is  invited 
by  circulars  (M.I.  5)  sent  out  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
visit.  The  number  of  invitations  accepted  in  the  course 
of  the  year  amounted  to  265, — a percentage  proportion  of 
3.5  to  the  total  number  of  children  examined.  A number 
of  these  attended  at  the  special  request  of  the  Medical 
Inspector,  who  was  thus  able  to  obtain  further  infor- 
mation regarding  the  children,  and  in  some  cases  to  give 
instructions  or  advice  which  could  not  otherwise  be 
equally  well  conveyed. 

The  presence  of  parents,  while  resulting  in  the  expen- 
diture of  rather  more  time  over  the  examinations,  is  very 
desirable  for  many  reasons,  the  chief  amongst  these  being 
the  opportunity  it  affords  of  explaining  the  necessity  for 
treatment  in  tlie  event  of  one  or  more  defects  being  dis- 
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covered.  On  the  other  hand,  the  younger  children  are 
often  more  refractory  under  examination  when  their 
parents  are  present  than  when  the  teachers  only  are  in 
attendance. 


DISTURBANCE  OF  SCHOOL  ARRANGEMENTS 
INVOLVED  BY  THE  INSPECTION. 

The  amount  of  disturbance  of  school  arrangements 
varied  according  to  the  adaptability  of  the  school  build- 
ings for  the  work,  together  with  the  state  of  each  school 
as  regards  overcrowding.  The  minimum  of  disturbance 
occurred  in  schools  where  a teachers’  private  room  is 
available  for  the  work.  These  private  rooms  are,  gene- 
rally speaking,  too  small  to  be  quite  suitable,  but  were 
used  where  possible.  In  a few  of  the  schools  the  con- 
ditions were  such  as  to  render  efficient  examination  almost 
impossible,  the  occupants  of  one  overcrowded  class-room 
having  to  be  turned  out  into  another  equally  overcrowded 
one,  the  noise  and  confusion  resulting  continuing  through- 
out the  Medical  Inspector’s  visit. 

It  occasionally  happened  that  the  visit  of  the  Medical 
Inspector  to  a school  occurred  at  a time  when  for  unavoid- 
able and  unforeseen  reasons  the  school  was  under-staffed. 
As  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  one  or  more  teachers 
present  when  girls  or  infants  are  being  examined,  and 
desirable  in  the  case  of  older  boys,  it  will  be  understood 
that  under  the  circumstances  mentioned  above  the  pro- 
vision of  adequate  assistance  is  impossible  without  con- 
siderably disturbing  the  teaching  arrangements  of  the 
school.  In  some  such  instances  the  services  of  one  or 
more  of  the  older  girls  are  available  and  used ; in  other 
cases  the  school  nurses  have  assisted  since  their  appoint- 
ment. The  work  of  filling  up  forms  and  sending  out 
circulars  may  sometimes  necessitate  the  temporary  with- 
drawal of  a teacher  from  the  performance  of  his  or  her 
ordinary  duties,  but  interference  thus  arising  can  gene- 
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rally  be  obviated  by  not  postponing  tbe  performance  of 
the  work  until  the  eve  or  the  day  of  the  inspector’s  visit. 


6 (c)  GENERAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  EXTENT  AND 
SCOPE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  CARRIED 
OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

During  the  year,  457  visits  to  schools  and  departments 
were  paid  by  the  Medical  Inspectors,  both  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions  being  enumerated.  Most  of  the  time 
was  spent  in  the  examination  of  6,644  entrants  and 
leavers,  and  821  cases  of  special  character,  215  of  the 
latter  being  tuberculosis  contacts.  Re-visits  also  were 
paid  to  the  senior  departments  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  leavers  who  for  various  reasons  were  not 
examined  at  the  first  visit.  The  small  amount  of  time  re- 
maining was  utilised  in  the  re-examination  of  children 
found  defective  on  previous  occasions  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  to  what  extent  the  notices  containing  advice 
to  the  parents  of  the  defective  children  had  been  complied 
with. 

Visits  to  schools  and  pupils’  homes  were  also  paid  in 
the  course  of  the  year  by  the  medical  members  of  the 
staff  for  purposes  relating  to  the  structural  condition  or 
state  of  cleanliness  of  the  schools  and  school  premises  or 
the  prosecution  of  special  inquiries  concerning  the  con- 
dition of  the  children. 

Principle  of  selection  of  Children  examined.  The 
children  examined  consisted  of  the  following  groups : — 

(1)  The  “ entrants,”  or  children  admitted  to  each 
infants’  department  since  the  date  of  the  previous  inspec- 
tion. 

(2)  The  “ leavers,”  or  children  who  were  expected  to 
leave  school  within  twelve  months  of  the  Medical  Inspec- 
tor’s visit. 
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(3)  The  “ specials,”  or  those  children  of  all  ages  not 
embraced  by  the  above  groups  who  appeared  to  the 
Medical  Inspectors,  teachers,  parents,  or  others  interested 
to  require  medical  attention  at  the  time  of  the  examina- 
tion. 

(4)  The  tuberculosis  “ contacts.” 

Of  the  above,  groups  1 and  2 are  those  required  to  be 
examined  under  the  Code  of  Regulations. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  children  in  group  3 were 
examined  because  it  is  believed  that  the  amount  of  benefit 
thereby  probably  accruing  to  the  school  population  as  a 
whole  would  be  proportionately  much  in  excess  of  the 
expenditure  of  time  involved  by  the  examinations,  as 
those  so  selected  are  found  to  include  a much  greater  pro- 
portion of  defective  children  than  those  forming  the 
groups  of  entrants  or  leavers. 

In  the  case  of  these  special  cases,  however,  the  full 
details  of  the  ordinary  schedule  of  inspection  are  not 
entered  up  by  the  Medical  Inspectors,  who  confine  them- 
selves to  a careful  examination  for  the  defect  suspected 
to  exist,  the  results  being  recorded  on  distinctive  cards. 
In  the  course  of  time  this  group  should  become  smaller 
in  number,  as  the  examination  of  these  special  cases  at 
each  visit  will  serve  to  automatically  reduce  the  number 
of  such  cases  at  the  subsequent  visits  of  inspection. 

The  examination  of  children  coming  under  Group  IY. 
was  undertaken  for  the  first  time  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  under  review,  but  will  now  be  continued  as  a per- 
manent group.  The  School  Medical  Officer  in  his  capacity 
of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  receives  notifications  of  cases 
of  tuberculosis  occurring  in  the  urban  district.  The  cases 
are  classified  as  nearly  as  possible  according  to  the  areas 
from  which  the  school  population  is  drawn,  and  on  his 
visit  the  Medical  Inspector  examines  the  children  attend- 
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ing  school  from  the  addresses  of  the  notified  cases  of 
tuberculosis  in  that  school  area.  With  the  knowledge 
that  these  children  have  been  in  most  cases  exceptionally 
exposed  to  infection  by  contact  with  patients  certified  as 
suffering  from  some  form  of  tuberculosis,  the  inspectors 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  search  for  evidence  of  that 
disease  in  the  children,  with  the  results  recorded  in  a 
later  portion  of  this  report. 


The  total  number  of  children  examined  in  the  four 
groups  amounted  to  7,465,  classified  according  to  age, 
sex,  and  group  as  follows:  — 

Table  1. 


Tubercn- 

I 

Age  in  Years. 

Sex. 

Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Specials. 

losis 

Contacts. 

Totals. 

3 to  4 | 

Boys 

420 

— 

3 



423 

Girls 

363 

— 

— 

— 

363 

4 to  5 | 

Boys 

931 

— 

8 

5 

944 

Girls 

954 

— 

9 

1 

964 

5 to  6 J 

Boys 

580 

— 

22 

12 

614 

Girls 

654 

— 

20 

5 

679 

6 to  7 | 

Boys 

Girls 

180 

211 

3 

29 

30 

11 

17 

223 

258 

7 to  8 | 

Boys 

45 

36 

37 

13 

131 

Girls 

39 

7 

59 

11 

116 

8 to  9 j 

Boys 

9 

27 

27 

10 

73 

Girls 

13 

6 

46 

20 

85 

9 to  10  | 

Boys 

l 

26 

22 

13 

62 

Girls 

— 

17 

56 

24 

97 

10  to  11  | 

Boys 

1 

31 

34 

14 

80 

Girls 

— 

31 

59 

8 

98 

11  to  12  | 

Boys 

— 

111 

34 

12 

157 

Girls 

— 

129 

54 

8 

191 

12  to  13  | 

Boys 

— 

752 

24 

11 

787 

Girls 

— 

553 

17 

7 

577 

13  to  14  | 

Boys 

— 

280 

2 

8 

290 

Girls 

' — 

226 

10 

5 

241 

14  to  15  | 

Boys 

— 

2 

4 

— 

6 

Girls 

6 

6 

j 

Boys 

2,167 

1,268 

246 

109 

3,790 

All  ages  4 

Girls 

2,234 

975 

360 

106 

3,675 

1 

Totals 

4,401 

2,243 

606 

215 

7,465 

— 

— 

— 

i- 
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Of  the  7,465  children  examined,  it  will  be  seen  from 
the  above  table  that  821  belong  to  the  two  special  groups, 
and  that  included  in  the  latter  were  215  tuberculosis  contacts. 

Number  of  Children  referred  for  subsequent 
examination.  Comparatively  few  re-examinations  were 
made  for  diagnostic  and  following-up  purposes  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  owing  partly  to  the  time  absorbed  in 
re-visiting  the  schools  for  the  examination  of  cases  missed 
through  absence  or  other  causes  at  the  previous  routine 
inspections  and  partly  to  the  loss  of  time  involved  in  the 
change  of  the  medical  staff  which  characterised  the  year 
under  review.  It  is  intended,  however,  to  make  the 
arrangements  for  1914  cover  as  far  as  possible  those  not 
dealt  with  during  the  previous  year,  and  the  school  clinic 
which  is  now  available  will  permit  this  work  to  be  done 
with  greater  expedition  and  success  than  are  possible 
under  present  conditions. 

The  number  of  Children  to  whose  parents  or 

GUARDIANS  NOTICES  IN  RESPECT  OF  DEFECTS  WERE  SENT 

amounted  to  2,183,  as  compared  with  565,  569,  664,  and 
1,034  in  1912,  1911,  1910,  and  1909  respectively..  This 
large  increase  in  the  number  was  mainly  due  to  the  course 
adopted  of  notifying  parents  of  the  existence  of  all  dis- 
covered defects,  potentially  or  actually  serious,  including 
the  irremediable  as  well  as  those  which,  though 
remediable,  did  not  urgently  require  medical  attention. 
Among  these  was  a large  number  of  cases  of  minor 
degrees  of  errors  of  refraction,  the  parents  being  informed 
so  that  they  might  be  on  the  alert  for  the  appearance  of 
symptoms  or  conditions  requiring  the  adoption  of  some 
remedial  measures. 

The  average  time  per  head  occupied  by  inspection 
amounted  to  approximately  ten  minutes,  the  average 
number  of  children  examined  each  day  by  each  inspector 
being  32.5.  These  averages  do  not  materially  differ  froiq 
those  of  previous  years. 
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6 (d)  GENERAL  REVIEW  OF  THE  FACTS  DIS- 
CLOSED BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  number  of  defects  and  diseases  found  by  the 
Medical  Inspectors  in  the  children  examined,  together 
with  the  percentage  proportion  of  the  number  suffering 
from  each  disease  or  defect,  is  given  in  the  following 
table,  the  total  number  of  children  examined  being  7,465, 
of  whom  821  belonged  to  the  “special  ” groups. 

Table  2. 


Disease  or  defect. 

No.  of 
Children 
suffering 
from  each 
disease 
or  defect. 

Proportion 
per  cent,  of 
the  number 
so  suffering 
to  the 
number 
examined. 

Skin  : Contagious  (excluding  Ringworm)  ... 

73 

0 98 

Skin  : Non-contagious 

35 

0-47 

Ringworm  of  head 

22 

0 29 

Ringworm  of  body 

8 

o-n 

Heart  disease 

148 

1-98 

Lung  disease  (non-tuberculous)  ... 

137 

1-84 

Nervous  affections 

17 

0-23 

Mentally  defective 

14 

019 

Enlarged  tonsils 

679 

910 

Adenoids  ... 

186 

2-49 

Enlarged  glands  (non-tuberculous) 

399 

5 34 

Defective  speech 

112 

1-50 

External  eye  disease  ..  ... 

149 

1-99 

Squint 

90 

1-20 

Defective  vision 

699 

9-38 

Ear  disease 

114 

1*53 

Deafness  ... 

123 

1*65 

Carious  teeth  (4  or  over) 

1954 

26-17 

Rickets 

26 

034 

Hernia 

21 

0-28 

Deformities  and  Tumours 

113 

1-52 

Enlarged  Thyroid  gland 

11 

0 15 

Infectious  Disease 

4 

0 05 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

24 

031 

,,  ,,  Glands 

4 

0-05 

„ „ Bone... 

3 

0 04 

„ ,,  other  parts 

1 

o-oi 

,,  ,,  all  parts 

32 

0 43 

Subnormal  Nutrition  ... 

152 

2 04 

General  Neglect 

30 

0 40 

Pediculosis 

896 

12  00 

Other  diseases 

36 

0-48 
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One  of  the  most  noticeable  features  of  the  above  table 
is  the  large  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  as  compared 
with  the  number  recorded  in  the  results  of  the  examina- 
tions carried  out  in  previous  years. 

As  previously  stated,  the  difference  is  attributable, 
mainly  if  not  entirely,  to  the  fact  that  during  a portion 
of  the  year  under  notice  the  plan  of  examining  at  the 
schools  all  children  attending  thereat  who  were  drawn 
from  houses  known  to  contain  one  or  more  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis in  one  of  its  many  forms  was  systematically  adopted 
with  striking  results  (cf.  section  on  Tuberculosis  p.  194). 

As  compared  with  the  records  of  the  previous  year, 
considerable  differences  also  exist  in  certain  defects  or 
diseases,  marked  relative  increases  being  recorded  in  1913 
in  the  case  of  heart  disease,  non-tuberculous  lung  disease, 
enlarged  tonsils,  adenoids,  carious  teeth,  and  defective 
vision,  and  a decrease  in  the  case  of  diseases  of  the 
nervous  system  and  mental  deficiency.  In  this  connection 
it  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  there  was  a change 
in  the  personnel  of  the  medical  staff  in  the  course  of  the 
first  half  of  1913,  and  that  the  personal  factor  is  of  con- 
siderable importance  in  determining  the  nature  of  the 
results  of  all  endeavours  to  classify  or  gauge  the  gravity 
of  defects  which  may  be  ill-defined  though  discoverable 
in  a large  proportion  of  cases 


NUTRITION. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a scientifically  correct  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  nutrition  of  the  children 
examined,  such  as  would  be  useful  for  comparative 
statistics.  It  is  obvious  that  the  opinions  of  different 
inspectors  regarding  the  classification  of  the  better 
nourished  children  must  vary  considerably,  as  there  is  no 
well-defined  condition  of  nutrition  which  can  be  recog- 
nised as  the  dividing  line  between  excellent  and  normal 
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The  classification  into  excellent,  normal,  subnormal, 
and  bad  is  adopted  in  the  following  table  : — 


Table  3. 


Boys. 

Gir 

Is. 

Inf* 

Boj 

mt 

fs. 

Infant  | 
Girls.  j 

Number 

of 

Records. 

u,  -ti 
<u  c 

Ci  a> 

O 

Number 

of 

Records. 

u 

a>  s 
0*  a> 

N nmber 
of 

Records. 

Per  | 

Cent. 

Number 

of 

Records. 

Per 

Cent. 

i 

Excellent 

374 

29 ’5 

338 

34  6 

836 

38-6 

816 

36-5 

Normal  ( 

843 

66-5 

610 

62-6 

1274 

58-8 

1358 

60*7 

Sub-  ! 

normal 

51 

4-0 

27- 

2-8 

57 

2-6 

60 

2-8 

Bad 

— 

Totals. 


2364  35-6 
4085  61*5 


195 


2-9 


nutrition,  but  the  majority  of  inspectors  would  agree, 
however,  as  to  the  classification  of  the  children  whose 
nutrition  is  sub-normal,  and  chief  importance,  of  course, 
attaches  to  the  groups  classified  as  sub-normal  and  bad, 
owing  to  the  importance  of  seeking,  discovering,  and 
applying  the  appropriate  remedy  or  remedies  in  each 
case.  As  a result  of  the  year’s  inspection,  it  may  be 
stated  in  general  terms  that  the  standard  of  nutrition  of 
the  children  examined  in  the  Rhondda  is  good,  and  that 
instances  of  decided  malnutrition  were  uncommon,  less 
than  3 per  cent,  having  been  pronounced  as  below  normal, 
and  it  is  interesting  and  instructive  to  make  a com- 
parison (as  in  the  appended  table)  between  the  Rhondda 
and  other  large  communities  in  South  Wales  in  this 
direction,  the  figures  for  1912  being  given  for  the  latter, 
as  those  for  1913  are  not  yet  available. 


Cent. 
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1912. 

Good. 

Normal. 

Subnormal  and 
Bad. 

Glamorganshire  

33.9 

59.2 

6.9 

Brecknockshire  

43,9 

40.9 

16.0 

Cardiff  

35.3 

60.2 

4.4 

Newport  

10.2 

80.4 

9.4 

Swansea  

26.7 

63.4 

9.8 

1913. 

Rhondda  

35.6 

61.5 

2.9 

UNCLEAN  LI  NE5S. 

The  appended  tables  (4,  5,  6,  and  7)  set  out  the  per- 
centage proportions  of  children  who  were  found  on 
medical  inspection  to  be  in  a condition  removed  from  a 
desirable  state  of  cleanliness  with  regard  to  either  their 
clothing  or  persons  or  both.  Distinction  is  drawn  between 
footgear  and  the  remainder  of  the  clothing,  as  well  as 
between  uncleanliness  of  the  head  and  of  the  body. 


Table  4— Clothing 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Infant 

Boys. 

Infant 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Number. 

Per 

Cent. 

Number. 

1 

Per 

Cent.  | 

Number 

, Per 

Cent. 

Number. 

Per 

Cent. 

Number. 

Per 

j Cent. 

Good  ... 

492 

38-8 

577 

59*2 

1074 

49 ’6 

1139 

51  0 

3282 

49*4 

Average 

732 

57-7 

387 

39  7 

1036 

47*8 

1048 

46*9 

3203 

48-2 

Bad  .. 

44 

1 

3*5 

11 

11 

57 

2 6 

47 

21 

159 

2-4 
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Table  5— Footgear, 


Boys. 

Girls. 

infant 

Boys. 

Infant 

Girls. 

Total*. 

Number. 

Per 

Cent. 

Number. 

Per 

Cent. 

Number. 

I Per 

Cent. 

Number. 

j Per 

J Cent. 

Number. 

Per 

Cent. 

Good  .. 

510 

40-2 

566 

58*5 

1,112 

51-3 

1 136 

50  9 

3.324 

50  0 

Average 

706 

55-7 

394 

40-4 

982 

45  3 

1,034 

46-3 

3,116 

46-9 

Bad 

52 

4 1 

15 

11 

73 

3 4 

64 

2-8 

204 

3-1 

Table  6-Unc!eanliness  of  the  Head. 


Boys 

Girl 

Is. 

Infs 

Boj 

Lilt 

rs. 

Infs 

Gir 

mt 

Is. 

Tota 

ds. 

1 

Number.  | 

1 

u ^ 

<x>  c 
CL  <x> 

Number.  | 
1 

|1 
Ph  O 

1 1 
j Number.  | 
1 

Sh 

cd  a 
CL  <v 

O 

| Number. 

1 

Sc 

* s 

Sh 

a> 

rO 

s 

3 

Z 

j Per 

j Cent. 

Clean 
Some-  "j 

1,051 

82'9 

625 

64-1 

1722 

79-5 

1600 

71-6 

4998 

75-2 

what  1 
Dirty  J 

189 

14.9 

81 

8-3 

1 364 

16-8 

267 

11-9 

901 

13-6 

Dirty 

21 

1*7 

3 

0 3 

56 

2-6 

17 

0-8 

97 

1-5 

Vermin- 

ous 

l 7 

0 5 

266 

27-3 

25 

1 

IT 

350 

15*7 

648 

9-7 
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Table  7.— Uncleanliness  of  the  Body. 


Boys. 

Gii 

■Is. 

Infs 

Bo,1 

int 

ys. 

Infi 

Gir 

ant 

Is. 

Tots 

ils. 

Number. 

Per 

Cent. 

Number. 

S-f 

® c 

| Number. 

Per 

Cent.  j 

Number.  | 
1 

Per  1 

Cent.  j 

Number.  | 

1 

Per  | 

Cent.  | 

Clean 

983 

77-5 

820 

84-1 

1727 

79-7 

1816 

81-3 

5346 

80-5 

Some- 

what 

Dirty 

249 

196 

145 

14-9 

388 

17-9 

375 

16-8 

1157 

174 

Dirty 

i 

35 

2-8 

5 

0*5 

52 

2-4 

34 

1-5 

126 

1-9 

Vermin- 

ous 

1 

o-i 

5 

0 5 

“ 

9 

0 4 

15 

0-2 

CLOTHING  AND  FOOTGEAR. 

The  results  of  inspection  as  recorded  in  the  above 
tables  show  that  the  standard  of  clothing  and  footgear  in 
the  Rhondda  is  quite  up  to  the  average.  Indeed,  rather 
than  err  on  the  side  of  insufficiency,  many  mothers  in 
this  district  commit  an  error  of  the  opposite  kind  in 
burdening  their  younger  children  with  an  excessive 
amount  of  clothes.  Children  thus  over-clad  are  habituated 
to  conditions  which  do  not  allow  full  play  to  the  natural 
powers  possessed  by  them  to  withstand  and  re-act  to  un- 
usual or  unfavourable  circumstances  to  which  they  may 
at  any  time  be  exposed.  The  common  result  of  such 
treatment  is  an  undue  susceptibility  to  unfavourable 
influences,  and  the  development  of  colds  and  catarrhal 
affections  which  not  infrequently  prepare  the  soil  for  the 
implantation  of  tuberculosis  and  other  serious  diseases. 
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UNCLEANLINESS  OF  THE  HEAD. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  the  proportion  of 
children  recorded  as  being  in  a verminous  condition  at 
the  time  of  the  examination  has  been  becoming  progres- 
sively smaller,  and  stands  now  af  little  more  than  half 
that  fonnd  to  exist  when  the  medical  inspection  of  school 
children  was  begun  in  the  district  in  1909. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that,  as  in  pre- 
vious years,  there  is  a very  great  difference  in  the  pro- 
portion of  verminous  heads  in  boys  and  girls.  In  cases 
where  the  girls  are  induced  to  wear  their  hair  in  plaits 
the  passage  of  vermin  from  one  head  to  another  is  ren- 
dered much  more  difficult.  It  is  now  being  realised  more 
generally  that  the  condition  of  cleanliness  of  the  chil- 
dren’s heads  can  be  much  improved  by  supervision  and 
instruction  carried  out  by  the  teachers,  and  in  some 
schools  where  periodical  observation  of  the  members  of 
the  class  is  practised  by  the  teachers,  a high  degree  of 
cleanliness  has  been  attained. 

The  parents  of  those  children  whose  heads  were  dis- 
covered to  be  unclean  by  the  medical  examination  had 
their  attention  drawn  to  the  fact  by  means  of  cards  (M.I. 
12  and  M.I.  12a),  on  which  are  given  appropriate  instruc- 
tions for  cleansing,  and,  in  the  worst  cases,  the  School 
Nurse  was  directed  to  call  upon  the  parents,  generally 
with  satisfactory  results. 


UNCLEANLINESS  OF  THE  BODY. 

Records  continue  to  be  very  satisfactory.  As  has  been 
already  mentioned,  a more  general  use  of  the  school  lava- 
tories is  desirable  and  should  be  more  encouraged  than  at 
present.  It  is  feared  that  in  some  cases,  particularly  of 
boys,  the  washing  of  the  hands  and  face  once  daily  is 
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considered  to  be  sufficient.  The  teachers’  sphere  of  influ- 
ence usually  covers  matters  of  this  kind,  and  might  be 
more  generally  exercised  with  advantage. 

In  the  consideration  of  fne  subject  of  personal  cleanli- 
ness the  following  observations  were  made  in  my  report 
for  1912,  and  I venture  to  re-introduce  them  to  the  notice 
of  the  Council  by  repeating  them  in  this  report. 

“ In  connection  with  this  subject  the  installation  of 
shower  or  spray  baths  in  schools  yet  to  be  built  is  worthy 
of  consideration  by  the  Education  Authority,  especially 
where  a steam  boiler  will  be  required  for  heating  pur- 
poses. The  initial  cost  of  such  provision  would  be  but 
a small  fraction  of  the  whole, — the  cost  usually  not  ex- 
ceeding £300, — and  the  maintenance  charges  under  the 
circumstances  mentioned  would  be  but  small.  Baths  so 
provided  would  give  the  following  advantages  (among 
others) : — 

(1)  They  would  secure  for  each  child  throughout  the 
school  a periodical  bath  under  proper  super- 
vision. 

(2)  The  children  so  favoured  would  doubtless  benefit 
by  the  treatment  both  in  health  and  education. 

(3)  The  children  would  when  young  acquire  the 
habit  of  regular  bathing  and  would  tend  to  con- 
tinue the  application  of  the  principle  of  personal 
cleanliness  throughout  life.  Moreover,  the 
habit  so  acquired  would  react  beneficially  in 
many  ways  upon  the  adult  members  of  the  com- 
munity and  upon  the  homes  themselves,  for  the 
practice  of  personal  cleanliness  naturally  tends 
to  demand  and  to  secure  cleanliness  of  surround- 
ings also.  Eor  the  same  reason  the  provisions 
of  the  Coal  Mines  Act,  1911,  relating  to  pit- 
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head  baths  would  secure  more  early  recog- 
nition and  application  to  the  advantage  of  the 
vast  majority  of  the  homes  throughout  the  dis- 
trict.” 


RINGWORM. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  only  30  cases  of  ringworm 
were  discovered  by  the  Medical  Inspectors,  the  scalp 
being  affected  in  22  and  the  body  in  8 instances.  Credit 
is  due  to  many  of  the  teachers  for  exercising  much 
vigilance  regarding  this  affection.  As  soon  as  a case  is 
observed  it  is  the  practice  to  convey  to  the  parents  a 
request  that  the  child  be  taken  to  see  a doctor.  Thus 
many  children  may  be  absent  from  school  suffering  from 
this  affection  at  the  time  of  the  Medical  Inspector’s  visit, 
and  the  total  number  of  cases,  existing  in  children  of 
school  age,  is  greater  than  the  number  given  above.  The 
successful  treatment  of  this  affection  by  means  of  drugs 
alone  is  tedious,  and  requires  much  perseverance  oi^  the 
part  of  both  parent  and  medical  attendant.  It  is  hoped 
that  with  the  aid  of  the  school  clinic  better  supervision 
than  is  at  present  possible  can  be  exercised  over  those 
absent  from  school  on  account  of  this  affection  and  that 
the  re-admission  of  uncured  cases  can  be  obviated. 


CONDITION  OF  CHILDREN’S  TEETH. 

The  following  table  has  been  prepared  on  similar  lines  to 
those  published  in  previous  years,  and  shows  the  extent 
of  dental  caries  as  revealed  by  medical  inspection.  In 
nearly  30  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined  there  were 
four  or  more  carious  teeth— this  percentage  being  approxi- 
mately that  of  previous  years. 
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Table  8 — Condition  of  the  Teeth. 


Boys. 

Gir 

Is. 

I life 

Boj 

mt 

fS. 

Infi 

Gir 

nit 

Is. 

Totals. 

| Number. 

Per 

Cent. 

Number. 

Per 

Cent. 

| Number. 

i 

Per  1 

, Cent.  ! 

Number.  | 

' 1 

Per  1 

Cent.  j 

1 

Number.  | 

1 

Per  1 

C ent.  I 

No  car- 
ious 
teeth 

110 

8*7 

100 

10  3 

635 

29  3 

654 

29  3 

1499 

22  6 

1-3  car- 
ious 

758 

59  8 

589 

60-4 

888 

41*0 

956 

428 

3191 

48-0 

4 or  more 
carious 

400 

31-5 

286 

29  3 

644 

297 

624 

27  9 

1954 

29*4 

Only  22.6  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined  showed 
no  dental  disease,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  this 
group  includes  entrants  and  leavers,  and  if  the  former 
(children  of  3 to  6 years  of  age)  be  excluded,  the  per- 
centage would  be  considerably  smaller. 

4 

It  is  probable  also  that  if  a more  minute  examination 
w^ere  conducted  by  a dentist  with  probe  and  mirror,  a 
considerably  larger  amount  of  disease  would  be  revealed 
than  that  ascertained  by  the  necessarily  rapid  examination 
of  the  mouth  made  by  the  Medical  Inspector  at  the  time 
of  the  routine  examination. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  practically  no  conservative 
treatment  of  the  teeth  is  undertaken  in  the  district,  but 
more  lamentable  still  is  the  fact  that  parents,  even  when 
notified  by  the  School  Medical  Inspectors  of  the  seriously 
septic  condition  of  their  children’s  mouths,  generally  take 
no  steps  to  have  the  decayed  teeth  removed  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  mouth  attended  to.  The  view  is  prevalent 
that  the  decay  of  a large  number  of  teeth  during  child- 
hood is  as  inevitable  as  the  seasonal  cycle. 
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Inquiries  made  of  the  elder  children  themselves,  by 
the  inspectors,  elicit  the  information  that  a toothbrush  is 
rarely  used,  and  it  is  desirable  that  some  definite  instruc- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  children  on  the  value  of  the 
care  and  preservation  of  the  teeth.  At  present,  the  dental 
treatment  available  in  the  district  is  not  of  the  kind  re- 
quired, for  it  is  practically  limited  in  children  to  the 
extraction  of  the  aching  member,  generally  by  an  un- 
qualified practitioner.  The  appointment  of  a dentist  by 
the  Council  would  doubtless  be  insufficient  to  provide  the 
necessary  and  appropriate  treatment  for  all  the  children 
attending  the  elementary  schools  of  the  district,  but  the 
selection  of  some  cases  from  each  school  area  would  serve 
not  only  to  adequately  deal  with  the  gross  dental  defects 
of  the  individuals  so  selected,  but  would  also  furnish 
examples  in  each  centre  to  parents,  children,  and  teachers 
of  the  desirable  and  attainable  in  conservative  and  pallia- 
tive treatment,  and  would  thus  stimulate  the  adoption  of 
similar  measures  without  the  intervention  of  the  Council. 


ADENOIDS  AND  ENLARGED  TONSILS. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  under  review  679  children, 
representing  9.1  of  those  examined,  were  found  to  have 
enlarged  tonsils ; and  186  children,  equivalent  to  2.49  of 
those  examined,  were  affected  by  adenoids.  These  num- 
bers are  higher  than  those  of  previous  years,  the  explana- 
tion being  that  cases  of  comparatively  slight  enlargement 
were  included,  whereas  in  previous  years  only  the  more 
pronounced  cases  were  enumerated,  and  a digital  exami- 
nation is  now  sometimes  made  use  of  in  doubtful  cases. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  apparent  that,  since  the  inaugura- 
tion of  school  medical  inspection  in  1909,  the  number  of 
severe  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils  has  diminished.  Many  of 
the  most  marked  cases  were  brought,  usually  by  the 
teachers,  under  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Inspector  in 
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previous  years  as  “ specials,”  and  several  have  since  re- 
ceived  surgical  treatment,  the  number  remaining  to  be 
discovered  at  the  routine  examinations  being  thus 
reduced.  It  may  be  also  that  physical  training  in  the 
form  of  breathing  exercises  is  beginning  to  produce  an 
effect  in  diminishing  the  prevalence  of  adenoids. 

The  immediately  or  ultimately  disabling  character  of 
these  diseases,  especially  adenoids,  renders  it  of  great 
importance  that  treatment  in  some  satisfactory  form 
should  be  applied,  and,  where  serious  symptoms  exist, 
operative  measures  are  generally  necessary,  though  not 
readily  obtainable  at  the  present  time  in  some  parts  of 
the  Rhondda  area. 


EAR  DISEASE  AND  DEFECTIVE  HEARING. 

Obvious  ear  disease  occurred  in  114,  or  1.53  per  cent., 
of  the  children  examined,  and  appreciable  deafness  in 
123,  or  1.G5  per  cent.  The  most  common  form  of  ear 
disease  is  a chronic  purulent  discharge  from  the  ear, 
resulting  from  middle  ear  disease,  which  again  is  a 
common  sequel  to  an  attack  of  one  of  the  infectious 
diseases,  especially  scarlet  fever,  in  earlier  life.  The 
danger  of  ear  discharge  is  not  often  appreciated  by  the 
parents,  and  the  disease  is  consequently  left  untreated 
until  the  resulting  deafness  becomes  a serious  disability, 
or  the  extension  of  the  inflammatory  mischief  to  the  lining 
membranes  or  tissues  of  the  brain  gives  rise  to  immediate 
and  graver  danger  to  life.  The  milder  means  of  treating 
this  complaint  require  much  persistence  and  some  skill 
to  effect  a cure  or  material  improvement,  but  there  are 
many  instances  which  require  further  and  more  difficult 
steps  to  remove  this  disability  and  source  of  danger. 
Deafness  is  not  infrequently  due  to  adenoids,  and  removal 
of  the  latter  generally  serves  to  cure  the  deafness,  unless 
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some  other  serious  concomitant  condition,  such  as  disease 
of  the  ear  itself,  exists  at  the  same  time. 

The  hearing  tests  are  applied  with  difficulty  to  the 
infant  children  (entrants),  and,  except  in  the  cases  sub- 
mitted by  the  teachers  and  those  with  obvious  ear  disease, 
much  importance  is  not  attached  to  the  results.  The  tests 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  carried  out  in  children  of  such 
tender  years,  and  it  is  probable  that  many  cases  are  over- 
looked, and  that  a considerable  amount  of  defect  may  be 
present  without  leading  to  readily  recognisable  symptoms, 
or  the  child  may  fail  to  be  reported  because  the  symptoms 
are  not  attributed  to  defective  hearing,  but  to  dulness  or 
stupidity. 


EYE  DISEASE  AND  DEFECTIVE  VISION. 

External  Disease  of  the  Eyes.  In  this  group  are 
included  the  various  forms  of  inflammation  of  the  eyelids 
and  conjunctivse,  and  the  total  number  of  children  affected 
amounted  to  149,  or  1.99  per  cent,  of  the  children 
examined.  Chronic  inflammation  of  the  lids  is  most 
commonly  met  with,  and  is  one  of  the  most  intractable 
forms  of  diseases  of  the  eye.  It  requires  unremitting  care 
and  treatment,  the  absence  of  which  leads  to  loss  of  the 
eyelashes  and  distortion  of  the  lids, — a condition  not  in- 
frequently seen  in  our  schools. 

There  seems  to  be,  too,  a considerable  degree  of  in- 
difference shown  by  parents  with  regard  to  inflammation 
of  the  conjunctive  and  ulcers  of  the  eyes  of  their  chil- 
dren, and  the  results  of  neglect  in  such  cases  are  frequently 
disastrous.  There  is  a considerable  number  of  children 
now  attending  the  elementary  schools  whose  vision,  owing 
to  lack  of  prompt  and  energetic  treatment  of  this  disease, 
has  been  permanently  impaired  by  the  opaque  scars 
resulting  from  corneal  ulcers. 
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SQUINT. 

The  number  of  those  found  to  be  suffering  from  some 
form  of  squint  was  90,  or  1.2  per  cent,  of  the  total.  In 
many  cases  the  defect  goes  entirely  untreated,  and  in  the 
majority  of  the  remainder,  treatment  consists  in  the  pro- 
vision of  glasses  by  an  unqualified  practitioner.  Even 
where  the  error  of  refraction  upon  which  the  existence 
of  the  squint  is  so  often  dependent  has  been  corrected, 
it  is  also  generally  necessary,  in  order  to  restore  the 
squinting  eye  to  its  normal  capacity,  to  train  and  educate 
it  to  perform  its  functions  so  that  it  is  necessary  that  the 
patient  should  be  under  the  care  of  a competent  ophthalmic 
surgeon. 

Defective  vision  was  found  to  exist  in  499,  or  9.36 
per  cent.,  of  the  children  examined.  This  proportion  is 
higher  than  in  any  but  the  first  year  of  medical  inspec- 
tion. In  these  figures  are  included  all  children  whose 
vision  was  or  worse,  as  tested  by  Snellen’s  type, 

whereas  in  previous  years  the  standard  was  somewhat 
lower.  Although  it  may  be  said  that  parents  generally 
realise  the  importance  of  the  disabilities  arising  fiom 
errors  of  refraction,  a great  number  allow  defects  reported 
by  the  Medical  Inspectors  to  go  untreated.  In  the  exami- 
nation of  the  infants  or  “ entrants,”  it  is  not  practicable 
to  detect  errors  of  vision,  and  indeed  the  necessity  to  do 
so  does  not  arise  to  the  same  extent  as  the  most  serious 
errors  of  vision  do  not  become  manifest  at  this  early  age. 
It  is  in  this  connection  that  the  practical  utility  of 
examining  the  group  known  as  “ specials’’  in  the  present 
scheme  of  examination  is  perhaps  most  evident  and  fruit- 
ful of  good  results.  All  children,  of  whatever  age,  who 
are  observed  by  the  teachers  to  have  defective  sight,  are 
examined  as  “ special  ” cases.  While  the  requirements  of 
the  majority  of  children  previously  advised  to  obtain 
glasses  had  been  suitably  met,  it  was  found  that  in  a 
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good  many  instances  inappropriate  glasses  liad  been  sup- 
plied. It  is  hoped  that  with  the  establishment  of  the 
School  Clinic  greater  promptitude  in  attending  to  the 
defects  will  be  possible,  for  under  existing  conditions, 
when  no  institution  and  but  few  medical  men  are  pre- 
pared to  deal  with  these  cases,  it  becomes  necessary  in 
most  instances  for  the  parents  to  take  their  children  out- 
side the  district  for  proper  treatment,  much  time  and 
money  being  thus  unavoidably  spent. 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

Throughout  the  year  32  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  dis- 
covered among  school  children,  the  lungs  being  affected  in 
24,  the  glands  in  4,  the  bones  in  3,  and  the  skin  in  one. 
The  total  is  equivalent  to  .43  per  cent,  of  the  children 
examined.  Although  this  percentage  proportion  is  lower 
than  those  recorded  in  the  majority  of  other  districts,  it 
is  considerably  higher  than  those  pertaining  to  this  dis- 
trict in  previous  years.  The  increase  for  the  year  under 
review  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  during  the 
latter  portion  of  the  year  there  was  made  a systematic 
examination  of  all  tuberculosis  contacts,  or  all  those 
school  children  who  were  known  or  believed  to  come  in 
more  or  less  close  contact,  at  their  homes  or  elsewdiere, 
with  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Some  members  of  this  group 
fall  as  a matter  of  course  within  the  other  groups,  but  a 
knowledge  of  the  special  circumstances  made  it  desirable 
that  the  medical  inspection  should  in  these  cases  be  car- 
ried out  with  exceptional  care.  The  appended  table 
emphasises  the  importance  of  this  new  departure  and 
makes  obvious  the  much  larger  proportion  of  children 
discovered  to  be  tuberculous  among  the  contacts  examined 
as  compared  with  the  remainder  of  the  children  who  came 
under  observation.  The  selection  of  the  contacts  among 
the  school  children  was  rendered  possible  for  the  first 
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time  in  the  course  of  1913  owing  to  the  information  with 
which  we  are  now  provided  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regu- 
lations which  became  operative  during  the  year  and  under 
which  all  cases  discovered  by  the  medical  practitioners 
to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  any  part  of  the  body 
are  compulsorily  notifiable.  The  Medical  Inspectors  are 
supplied  with  a list  of  the  notified  cases  in  the  area  from 
which  the  children  of  any  particular  school  are  drawn, 
and  when  the  schools  are  visited  by  the  inspectors  the 
children  coming  from  the  implicated  houses  are  examined. 

Table  showing  the  result  of  the  examina- 
tion of  contacts. 


Result  of 
Examination. 

Sex. 

Totals 

Among 

the 

Entrants- 

Among 

the 

Lea\  ers. 

Among  the 
Remaining 
Children 
Selected. 

Positive 

Doubtful 

Negative 

1 Boys 
i Girls 
j Boys 

I Girls 

1 Boys 

1 Girls 

8 

13 

13 

9 

106 

106 

1 

3 

1 

4 

9 

1 

2 

1 

11 

7 

6 

8 

12 

8 

91 

90 

Boys 

127 

6 

12 

109 

Girls 

128 

12 

10 

106 

Totals  ... 

255 

18 

22 

215 

It  is  seen  that  out  of  255  tuberculosis  contacts 
examined  during  the  period  under  review  no  fewer  than 
21,  or  8.2  per  cent.,  were  definitely  pronounced  to  be 
suffering  from  some  form  of  tuberculosis ; further,  22 
more  were  ear-marked  for  re-examination  as  showing 
some  indication  of  having  become,  or  as  presenting  con- 
ditions likely  to  become,  infected  with  this  disease  in 
some  form  or  other.  These  proportions  are  in  marked 
contrast  to  those  relating  to  the  remaining  7,210  children 
examined,  among  whom  only  eleyep  pr  0*15  per  cent.,  were 
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found  to  be  tuberculous.  In  addition  to  tbe  contacts 
occurring  in  tlie  routine  groups,  no  fewer  than  215  chil- 
dren drawn  from  the  remainder  of  the  school  were  also 
examined,  although  the  majority  of  them  would  doubtless 
have  escaped  notice  in  the  absence  of  the  special  infor- 
mation placed  in  our  possession  in  the  way  already  indi- 
cated. In  the  case  of  school  children  notified  by  the 
Medical  Inspectors,  the  co-operation  of  the  medical  prac- 
titioners is  invited  in  all  cases,  and  their  opinion,  whether 
confirmatory  or  otherwise,  is  sought.  It  is  hoped  by 
these  means  to  arrive  at  an  earlier  diagnosis  of  a definite 
character  so  that  the  opportunity  may  be  given  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  may  be  practicable  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment.  The  means  available  for  treatment  in  the 
district  are  at  present  inadequate,  and  our  hopes  in  this 
direction  have  hitherto  centred  in  the  promises  of  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association,  which  has  sought 
the  power  to  carry  out  and  has  undertaken  the  important 
duty  of  treating  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  Wales.  The 
small  amount  that  has  been  accomplished  in  this  direction 
up  to  the  present  in  this  district  rather  tends  to  the  con- 
version of  our  hopes  into  the  fear  that  this  body  is 
attempting,  by  inexpedient,  cumbrous,  and  expensive 
methods,  the  performance  of  a task  admittedly  difficult 
of  accomplishment. 


HEIGHT,  WEIGHT,  AND  CHEST  MEASUREMENTS. 

As  in  previous  years,  records  of  the  heights  and 
weights  of  a large  number  of  children  were  kept,  the 
majority  being  drawn  from  the  entrants  and  leavers. 
Chest  measurements,  however,  were  taken  in  the  case  of 
boys  only.  A comparison  between  these  measurements 
and  those  given  in  the  report  for  1883  of  the  Anthropo- 
metric Committee  of  the  British  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science  is  rendered  possible  by  reference 


Table  9. 

Table  giving  height,  weight,  and  chest  measurement  in  English  and 
Metric  systems  of  children  inspected  as  compared  with  tlie  averages  for 
Great  Britain  in  1883. 


(Jhhst 

a 

Heights. 

Weights 

Measure- 

U 

(English  in  inches 

(English  in  lbs. 

ments. 

CD 

Metric  in  Centi- 

MetriG  in  Kilo- 

(Inches and 

c« 

§1 
o g, 

metres.) 

grams.) 

Oentimet’es 

PH 

Sex. 

Average. 

Average. 

Average. 

® 

SD 

< 

Im  GO 

a 

s 

S5 

1 

| Rhondda. 

i 

j Great 
j Britain. 

Rhondda.  [ 

Great 

Britain. 

<S 

i *1 

! c 

o 
■a 

P3 

Boys 

420 

English 

Metric 

35  9 

30-3 

20  4 

3 to  4 

911 

14-4 

51-7 

Girls 

363 

English 

36-07 

30-3 

Metric 

91-61 

14-4 

Boys 

931 

English 

38-8 

~34:3~ 

_ 20:4  — 

4 to  5 

Metric 

96  2 

15-43 

51-7 

Girls 

954 

English 

Metric 

37-5 

95-1 

34-3 

1 15-3 

Boys 

580 

English 

3912 

41-03 

| ~35:36 

39  9 

~ 20T4~ 

5 to  6 

Metric 

99-37 

104-25 

16-04 

18-1 

51-7 

Girls 

654 

English 

Metric 

41-10 

40-55 

37-5 

39-2 

104-31 

103-00 

17-2 

17-8 

Boys 

183 

English 

39-81 

~ 44-00" 

375 

44-4 

~ 20  '4~  ~ 

6 to  7 

Metric 

101-1 

111-75 

17  3 

20-2 

51-7 

Girls 

211 

English 

41-93 

42-88 

39-6 

41-7 

Metric 

106-32 

109-0 

17-97 

18-9 

Boys 

81 

English 

44-51 

45-97 

42  0 

49-7 

21-6 

7 to  8 

Metric 

1131 

116-76 

19-0 

22-56 

54-63 

Girls 

46 

English 

4310 

44-45 

41-8 

47-5 

Metric 

109-5 

112-90 

18-82 

21-56 

Boys 

36 

English 

46-5 

47-05 

4912 

54-9 

22-7 

8 to  9 

Metric 

117-8 

119-5 

22*8 

24  92 

57*5 

Girls 

19 

English 

46-2 

46-6 

47-9 

52-1 

Metric 

117-23 

118-36 

21  9 

23  65 

Boys 

27 

English 

~ 48T~ 

49-7 

""Bifir 

60-4 

~T<F8~~ 

9 to  10 

Metric 

122-4 

126-24 

24-0 

27*42 

50-3 

Girls 

17 

English 

61*32 

48-73 

53-5 

55-5 

Metric 

130-4 

123-77 

24-2 

25-2 

Boys 

32 

English 

~~5<yi<r 

srsT 

ThT 

~W~6 

~ mT- 

10  to  11 

Metric 

129-0 

131-67 

27  7 

30-64 

55-62 

Girls 

31 

English 

5079 

51-05 

61-3 

62-0 

Metric 

1290 

129-67 

27  9 

2815 

Boys 

111 

English 

51-97 

53-5 

63-11 

72-0 

23-0 

11  to  12 

Metric 

132-0 

136-0 

28  95 

32-75 

58-4 

Girls 

129 

English 

50-52 

531 

65-5 

68-1 

Metric 

128  3 

135  0 

29-65 

30-9 

Boys 

752 

English 

~Tl-l7 

~ 54-99" 

~Q~f9 

~24743~ 

12  to  13 

Metric 

130-0 

139  75 

31-58 

34-8 

62  03 

Girls 

553 

English 

Metric 

54-17 
137  6 

55-66 

141-25 

73-5 

33-61 

76-4 

34-6 

Boys 

280 

English 

54-51 

~ 56~9T 

72  9~ 

82  6 

_ 267(Kr 

13  to  14 

Metric 

138-8 

144-75 

33-2 

37  5 

64-21 

Girls 

226 

English 

55*41 

57-77 

75-8 

87'2 

Metric 

14104 

146  5 

34-55 

39-5 

Boys 

English 

56-59 

79-82 

25-4 

14  to  15  j 

Z 

Metric 

1440 

36-25 

64-5 

Girls 

6 

English 

55-25 

73  2 

1 

Metric 

140-6 

33-7 
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to  the  appended  table.  It  will  be  noticed  that  at  all  ages 
at  which  the  comparative  figures  are  available  the 
Rhondda  boys  and  girls  are  less  in  both  height  and 
weight. 


6 (e)  General  Review  of  the  Relation  of  Home  Circum- 
stances and  Social  and  Industrial  Conditions  to  the 
Health  and  Physical  Condition  of  the  Children  Inspected. 

Coal-mining  is  the  staple  and  practically  the  sole 
industry  of  the  district,  so  that  there,  is  exceptionally  little 
variety  in  the  character  of  the  population.  Work  is  easily 
obtainable  and  good  wages  are  generally  earned,  so  that 
comparatively  little  unavoidable  poverty  is  met  with. 
There  is  not  wanting  evidence,  however,  that  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  housewives  of  the  district  lack  the  know- 
ledge or  the  desire  to  make  the  best  use  of  their  income, 
and  often  show  a want  of  appreciation  of  the  relative 
values  of  the  more  common  foodstuffs.  The  children  con- 
sequently suffer  more  often  from  the  want  of  suitable  and 
properly  cooked  food  than  from  insufficiency,  much  indis- 
cretion being  shown  in  this  direction  in  the  rearing  of 
infants.  As  the  child  is  said  to  be  the  father  of  the  man, 
so  the  infant  may  be  said  to  be  the  father  of  the  child  of 
school  age,  and  the  ill-effects  of  disabilities  imposed  upon 
the  infant  by  injudicious  feeding  and  the  want  of  the  soli- 
citous and  constant  attention  required  by  every  child 
during  the  first  few  years  of  its  existence  are  not  limited 
in  duration  to  that  period,  but  prejudicially  influence  the 
child’s  development  in  later  years.  It  must  be  admitted, 
however,  that  the  collier’s  wife  is  in  a large  number  of 
households  a very  much  occupied  if  not  overburdened 
individual.  It  lies  within  the  power  of  the  Colliers  them- 
selves to  lighten  the  daily  task  of  their  wives  and  daughters 
by  taking  advantage  of  certain  provisions  in  the  Coal 
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Mines  Act,  1911,  under  which,  baths  at  the  pit-head  can 
be  established. 


6 (f)  REVIEW  OF  THE  METHODS  EMPLOYED  OR 
AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  TREATA1ENT  OF  DEFECTS. 

The  year  1913  has  not  served  to  add  to  the  means 
available  for  the  treatment  of  defects  found  in  school 
children,  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  district  and  the 
voluntary  hospitals  in  neighbouring  areas  being  the 
agencies  most  commonly  instrumental  in  providing  the 
necessary  treatment.  Owing  to  the  system  of  contract 
practice  which  is  in  vogue  in  the  district  and  which  has 
not  been  seriously  disturbed,  in  this  direction,  by  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  the  services  of  one  or  more 
medical  practitioners  are  available  to  the  vast  majority  of 
the  population  of  the  district.  It  cannot  be  said,  how- 
ever, that  the  treatment  obtainable  is  always  adequate, 
and  special  steps  have  not  infrequently  to  be  taken  when 
operative  measures  or  the  services  of  one  skilled  in  special 
directions  are  required.  The  adoption  of  such  steps 
necessarily  involves  the  expenditure  of  more  time  and 
money  than  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  parents  of  many  of 
the  school  children,  and  in  such  necessitous  cases  the 
permission  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  draw  from  the 
public  funds  has  been  obtained  by  the  Council  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  cost  of  the  travelling  expenses 
and  of  certain  appliances  which  may  be  specified  as  being 
necessary,  subject  to  the  observance  of  certain  conditions 
laid  down  by  the  Board.  Steps  have  already  been  taken 
by  the  Council  to  secure  the  treatment  of  a number  of 
such  cases  at  Cardiff  Infirmary,  but  a report  thereupon 
will  pertain  to  the  year  1914,  within  which  the  treatment 
thus  obtained  was  commenced.  It  is  hoped,  however, 
that  the  need  to  seek  outside  the  area  special  treatment 
pf  this  kind  in  the  case  of  certain  eye  defects  will  ill 
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future  arise  in  but  few  instances,  as  the  Council  have 
decided  to  utilise  the  School  Clinic  now  being  fitted  for 
dealing  with  such  cases. 

School  Clinic.  The  establishment  of  this  institution 
has  been  considerably  delayed  on  account  of  the  necessity 
to  re-consider  and  alter  the  decision  previously  arrived  at 
by  the  Council  to  adapt  the  old  hospital  for  this  purpose, 
circumstances  having  arisen  which  demanded  the  use  of 
the  hospital  for  other  purposes.  Subsequently  some  diffi- 
culty was  experienced  in  obtaining  suitable  premises  until 
a house  in  Trafalgar  Terrace,  Y strad-fthondda,  became 
vacant,  and  was  rented  by  the  Council.  At  the  time  of 
writing  this  house  is  being  fitted  as  a clinic.  The  premises 
are  very  conveniently  situated,  being  within  easy  distance 
of  the  tramways  and  close  to  the  junction  of  the  road 
connecting  the  two  valleys  with  the  main  road  between 
Porth  and  Treherbert. 

The  method  of  “ following-Ictp.”  The  part  services 
of  six  whole-time  School  Nurses  were  available  to  “ follow- 
up ” the  notices  concerning  defective  children  which  are 
sent  to  the  parents  of  each  defective  child  soon  after  the 
medical  inspection  periodically  carried  out  at  each  school. 

The  appended  table  gives  a record  of  the  results  as 
ascertained,  in  most  instances,  by  the  School  Nurses 
when  visiting  the  children’s  homes. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  1,314,  or  74  per 
cent.,  sought  medical  advice  either  locally  or  elsewhere, 
and  of  these  546,  or  41  per  cent.,  were  reported  as  cured, 
while  458  were  still  under  medical  supervision  at  the  time 
of  the  most  recent  inquiry,  Three  hundnd  and  ten,  or 
23  per  cent.,  had  been  seen  by  their  medical  attendants, 
but  had  not  been  treated  owing  to  the  causes  stated.  Thus 
in  24  cases,  or  1.8  per  cent.,  poverty  was  stated  to  be  the 
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1913. 


Medical  Advice  Sought. 


School. 

CC  rQ 

° tp 

Treated. 

Not  treated  owing  to 

£ £ 

Cured 

Not 

5 c 

Local- 

Else- 

or 

Im- 

Im- 

Pov- 

Negli- 

Post- 

2; 

ly. 

where 

Cor 

rected 

proved 

proved 

erty. 

gence. 

pone- 

ment. 

Blaenycwm  .. 

40 

33 

4 

10 

6 

1 

12 

Blaenrhondda 

84 

69 

1 

18 

12 

6 

3 

31 

Dunraven 

228 

147 

3 

34 

42 

17 

”3 

4 

50 

Treherbert  . . 

67 

45 

7 

15 

13 

8 

2 

2 

11 

Penyrenglyn.. 

35 

22 

4 

10 

8 

2 

2 

l 

3 

Ynyswen 

67 

33 

12 

23 

11 

1 

3 

2 

5 

Parc 

60 

35 

1 

6 

20 

3 

2 

1 

4 

Treorchy 

94 

60 

7 

24 

15 

7 

7 

14 

Pentre 

78 

40 

6 

20 

12 

7 

i 

2 

4 

Ton 

57 

30 

10 

14 

12 

8 

4 

2 

Bronllwyn  . . 

36 

12 

13 

13 

5 

2 

2 

3 

Gelli 

49 

24 

7 

16 

12 

1 

2 

Bodringallt  .. 

34 

21 

3 

13 

8 

3 

Pontrhondda 

21 

8 

5 

6 

4 

i 

"2 

Llwynypia  . . 

30 

13 

10 

12 

5 

i 

2 

3 

Blaenclydach 

32 

14 

7 

9 

9 

... 

3 

Cwmclydach . . 

18 

7 

6 

7 

2 

2 

2 

Tonypandy  . . 

13 

10 

2 

5 

4 

i 

2 

Trealaw 

74 

50 

12 

17 

2% 

6 

"3 

10 

Alaw 

28 

24 

9 

7 

3 

"3 

2 

Williamstown 

51 

33 

3 

13 

11 

2 

1 

9 

Penygraig  . 

60 

25 

16 

22 

7 

5 

"l 

6 

Dinas 

15 

8 

5 

6 

5 

i 

1 

Craig-yr-Eos. . 

13 

8 

3 

8 

2 

1 

Graigddu 

25 

19 

1 

7 

9 

2 

2 

Islwyn 

47 

36 

4 

16 

7 

3 

14 

Porth 

45 

27 

10 

19 

9 

6 

3 

Lhvyncelyn  . . 

41 

30 

1 

13 

5 

3 

2 

8 

Hafod 

40 

35 

9 

10 

5 

2 

2 

7 

Cvmmer 

88 

40 

27 

44 

8 

7 

1 

7 

Ynyshir 

32 

22 

7 

15 

6 

2 

i 

1 

4 

Aberllechau  . . 

15 

9 

3 

5 

5 

1 

1 

Pontygwaith 

13 

7 

4 

10 

1 

Ty  lots  town  . . 

29 

14 

12 

19 

1 

i 

2 

3 

Stanleytown. . 

2 

2 

2 

Hendrefadog 

30 

18 

6 

16 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Dyfftyn 

24 

14 

6 

14 

4 

2 

Ferndale 

29 

21 

4 

14 

6 

i 

1 

3 

Blaenllechau 

5 

5 

3 

1 

... 

1 

Maerdy 

17 

14 

2 

15 

1 

Totals  . . . 

1766 

1084 

230 

546 

336 

122 

24 

51 

235 

•-  h-  — h^h  JNo  Medical  advice 

cnoocvioitotocooiAtCM^MMooooo  — sought 
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reason.  In  51  cases,  or  3.8  per  cent.,  the  failure  to  follow 
medical  advice  was  attributed  to  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  parents;  and  in  235,  or  17  per  cent.,  there  was  a 
postponement  of  treatment,  either  by  the  doctor’s  advice, 
or  to  suit  the  pockets  or  convenience  of  the  parents  in 
cases  where  treatment  involving  a journey  to  Cardiff  or 
elsewhere  for  the  advice  of  a specialist  was  recommended. 
In  452  cases,  or  25.5  per  cent.,  no  medical  advice  had 
been  sought.  A very  large  number  of  cases  in  the  last 
group  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  carious  teeth,  the 
evil  effects  of  which  are  not  viewed  with  sufficient  serious- 
ness by  the  majority  of  parents. 

In  many  instances  a promise  was  made  to  the  School 
Nurse  that  medical  advice  would  forthwith  be  obtained, 
but  warning  notices  have  been  sent  to  the  nurses  in 
respect  of  each  child  in  this  group,  to  be  delivered  to 
those  parents  who  will  have  taken  no  steps  to  obtain  such 
advice  on  the  occasion  of  the  next  visit.  It  may  be  added 
that  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  the  School  Nurses  were 
well  received,  and  in  a good  proportion  of  the  total  a 
repetition  of  the  visits  secured  adequate  treatment  for  the 
defects. 

Appended  is  given  a table  which  contains  a record  of 
those  cases  which  were  not  fully  dealt  with  in  1912,  owing 
to  various  causes. 
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1912. 


School. 

Number  of  Cases 
investigated. 

Medical  Advice  Sought. 

No  Medical  advice 
sought. 

Treated 

Not  treated  owing  to 

Local- 
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Else- 

where 

Cured 

or 

Cor- 

rected 

Im- 

proved 

Not 

Im- 

proved 

Pov- 

erty. 

Negli- 

gence. 

Post- 
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ment. 

Dunraven  ... 

9 

9 

2 

4 

2 

1 

Treherbert  ... 

3 

3 

3 

Penyrenglyn 

o 

2 

Ynyswen 

2 

2 

2 

Treorchy 

5 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Pentre 

5 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i 

Bronlhvyn  ... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

, 

Gelli 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Bodringallt  ... 

1 

i 

Pontrhondda 

1 

1 

1 

Tonypandy  ... 

1 

• • 

i 

Trealaw 

6 

5 

3 

2 

i 

Alaw 

5 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Williamstown 

15 

10 

4 

8 

4 

2 

1 

Penygraig  ... 

27 

17 

6 

15 

5 

1 

2 

4 

Dinas 

2 

2 

Craigyreos  . . . 

1 

i 

... 

1 

Graigddu 

6 

5 

1 

4 

2 

Islwyn 

8 

8 

2 

6 

Forth 

12 

7 

3 

8 

2 

2 

Llwyncelyn  ... 

10 

6 

4 

8 

1 

i 

Hafod 

2 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Cymmer 

20 

12 

7 

11 

2 

4 

i 

i 

i 

Aberllechau.. 

1 

1 

... 

i 

Pontygwaith 

2 

1 

1 

2 

•V 

Tylorstown  ... 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Ferndale 

4 

2 

1 

3 

i 

Maerdy 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

.... 

Totals  . . . 

161 

109 

32 

81 

38  [ 

6 

2 

2 

12 

20 

Reference  to  the  table  shows  that  141,  or  87  per  cent., 
sought  medical  advice,  and  of  these  81,  or  57  per  cent., 
were  reported  cured,  while  44  cases  were  still  receiving 
treatment  or  under  medical  supervision ; 16  cases,  or  11 
per  cent.,  although  seen  by  their  medical  attendants,  had 
not  been  treated  for  the  various  reasons  given ; in  two 
instances,  or  1.4  per  cent.,  poverty  was  pleaded,  and  in  a 
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like  number  negligence  or  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  was  the  apparent  cause ; in  12  cases,  or  8.5  per 
cent.,  treatment  was  postponed;  and  in  20  cases,  or  12 
per  cent.,  no  medical  advice  had  been  sought. 

Method  of  Exclusion  from  School.  The  scheme  of 
exclusion  and  re-admission  continues  to  be  incomplete 
pending  the  establishment  and  use  of  the  School  Clinic. 


6 (g)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  THE  SCHOOLS. 

Instances  of  the  presence  of  infectious  disease  among 
the  school  children  are  discovered  with  comparative  in- 
frequency in  the  course  of  the  routine  medical  inspection 
at  the  schools.  In  the  case  of  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  all  children  from  the  infected  houses  are  pre- 
vented from  attending  school  by  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  until  after  disinfection  of  the  premises 
following  the  removal  or  recovery  of  the  case  or  cases 
notified.  Special  investigations  at  the  schools  are,  how- 
ever, occasionally  required  and  are  conducted  by  the 
Health  Department,  and  records  of  such  are  given  from 
time  to  time  in  the  health  section  of  this  report.  Not 
infrequently  schools  are  demonstrated  to  be  the  centres 
whence  one  or  other  of  the  infectious  diseases  are  spread, 
children  presenting  active  signs  of  the  disease  being  dis- 
covered in  attendance  at  the  schools. 

It  was  not  considered  necessary  to  close  any  school  or 
department  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year. 

Muco-purulent  Conjunctivitis  at  Hafod.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  an  outbreak  occurred  among  the 
children  attending  the  Hafod  School  of  a disease  of  the 
eyes  presenting  symptoms  of  a severe  form  of  conjunc- 
tivitis. Particulars  concerning  41  cases  were  obtained, 
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17  being  male  and  the  remaining  24  being  female,  and 
observation  upon  them  was  kept  for  some  time  by  Miss 
M.  A.  Jones,  the  School  Nurse  within  whose  district  the 
school  is  situated . The  ages  ranged  from  3 to  13,  the 
largest  number  (28)  falling  between  6 and  10  years  of 
age.  The  children  were  drawn  from  all  parts  of  the 
school  area,  but  in  several  instances  more  children  than 
one  were  attacked  in  the  same  house,  and  others  beyond 
school  age  were  also  affected  in  some  instances,  apparently 
contracting  the  disease  from  those  in  attendance  at  school. 
The  disease,  which  was  investigated  by  Dr.  W.  G.  Helsby 
from  the  medical  standpoint,  was  characterised  by  an 
acute  onset,  profuse  muco-purulent  discharge  with  injec- 
tion of  both  bulbar  and  palpebral  conjunctivse,  and  con- 
siderable photophobia.  In  several  instances  iritis  and  in 
others  corneal  ulceration,  followed  by  leucomata,  super- 
vened. In  the  majority  of  instances,  however,  no  per- 
manent harm  resulted.  The  disease  appears  to  have  been 
amenable  to  the  usual  applications,  although  the  treat- 
ment was  protracted  in  some  instances.  The  medical  men 
in  attendance  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  disease  was 
clinically  indistinguishable  from  a severe  type  of  infec- 
tion by  Koch- Weeks  bacillus.  The  School  Nurse  visited 
the  homes  and  urged  the  parents  to  secure  medical  treat- 
ment for  the  children,  and,  when  necessary,  gave  instruc- 
tions and  demonstrations  how  the  treatment  ordered 
should  be  carried  out,  and  thus  contributed  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  success  of  the  steps  taken. 


6 (h)  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Beyond  the  prosecution  of  a special  inquiry  in  1910 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  children 
attending  the  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district 
whose  education  is  seriously  and  to  an  easily  recognisable 
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extent  interfered  with  by  the  existence  of  some  physical 
or  mental  defect,  no  special  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Authority  to  deal  with  this  problem.  Some  reluctance  in 
taking  action  has  been  naturally  felt  by  Education 
Authorities  until  the  final  form  of  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Act  is  known,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  District 
Council’s  obligations  thereunder  are  about  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  concerned. 


6 i.  (i)  THE  METHODS  AND  RESULTS  OF  INSTRUC- 
TION IN  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND  TEMPERANCE. 

The  instruction  now  given  on  Temperance  and 
Hygiene  to  the  children  attending  the  elementary  schools- 
of  the  district  is  practically  confined  to  the  lessons  taught 
by  the  class  teachers  at  the  various  schools,  a Header  on 
these  subjects  being  also  provided. 

The  important  subjects  of  housecraft  and  the  manage- 
ment and  care  of  infants  are  at  present  being  taught  at 
one  centre  only  in  the  district,  a vacated  school  at  Pentre 
having  been  adapted  for  this  purpose  and  placed  undei 
the  care  of  Miss  Helen  Norris,  aided  by  one  assistant. 
The  accommodation  at  the  school  consists  of  two  model 
flats,  each  comprising  a kitchen,  sitting-room,  bedroom, 
and  pantry,  together  with  a large  room  for  teaching  pur- 
poses. There  are  also  provided  facilities  for  laundry 
work,  including  washing,  drying,  and  ironing.  The  sub- 
jects taught  include  housewifery,  cookery,  laundry  work, 
and  the  care  and  management  of  babies,  a model  being 
used  to  represent  a baby  for  purposes  of  demonstration 
and  practice.  Thirty-six  girls  of  12  or  13  years  of  age 
are  taken  from  schools  in  the  neighbourhood  and  are 
taught  for  a period  of  10  weeks,  so  that  four  courses, 
allowing  the  tuition  of  144  girls,  are  available  throughout 
the  whole  year.  5 The  tuition  given  is  of  a very  useful 
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kind,  each  girl  being  made  to  perform  all  the  ordinary 
duties  embraced  by  the  subjects  taught  at  the  school  under 
the  immediate  and  personal  supervision  of  the  staff.  The 
lucidity  and  practical  character  of  the  teaching  lead  one 
to  hope  and  believe  that  much  of  the  instruction  received 
and  practised  will  remain  with  the  pupils  until  such 
time  as  the  course  of  their  own  lives  will. test  the  utility 
and  permanence  of  the  knowledge  imparted  to  them  at 
the  school.  Much  will  depend  upon  the  amount  of  sym- 
pathy and  encouragement  which  the  pupils  receive  at 
their  own  homes  to  practise  what  is  taught  to  them  at 
the  school. 


6 i.  (2)  THE  METHODS  AND  RESULTS  OF  PHYSICAL 
OR  BREATHING  EXERCISES  IN  THE  SCHOOLS. 

There  appears  to  be  a lack  of  general  interest  in 
physical  exercises  among  the  teachers  throughout  the  dis- 
trict, the  applicants  for  courses  of  tuition  given  at  various 
centres  during  the  summer  vacation  being  few  in  com- 
parison to  the  whole  number  eligible. 


6 i.  (3)  OPEN  AIR  SCHOOLS. 

No  open-air  schools  have  yet  been  established  in,  or 
in  connection  with,  the  district,  but  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  Education  Committee  have  instructed  that  the  con- 
sideration of  their  provision  shall  have  attention  in  the 
immediate  future. 


6 fj)  MISCELLANEOUS  WORK  IN  CONNECTION 
WITH  THE  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year  13  male  and  43  female  candidates 
for  pupil  teacherships  were  medically  examined.  In 
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approximately  half  the  candidates,  defects  capable  of 
being  corrected  or  removed  were  found,  and  arrangements 
were  made  to  re-examine  the  candidates  after  the  expira- 
tion of  an  interval  in  which  to  permit  correction  or 
removal  of  the  defects  to  he  effected.  In  the  meantime 
intimation  was  conveyed  to  the  defective  candidates  that 
failure  to  comply  with  the  advice  given  would  be  liable 
to  result  in  their  rejection. 

There  were  also  examined  5 children  drawn  from  the 
Authority’s  schools  throughout  the  district  before  their 
admission  to  a truant  school. 
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